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C.ARICOM 

I have the honour to speak on behalf of the fourteen CARICOM Member States 

in the thematic debate on Regional Disarmament and Security. 

CARICOM Member States remain committed to contributing to the maintenance 

of international peace and security through the implementation of our international 

obligations and concerted action at the regional level. Our Community has adopted a 

practical and innovative approach to the multidimensional security threat posed to the 

region, including from transnational organized crime, given our vulnerabilities 

occasioned by geography and capacity constraints 

In this context, as decided by CARICOM Heads, Security has for sometime, 

become, formally, the established Fourth Pillar of our regional integration process. 
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Regional and sub-regional cooperation, and collective action and partnerships 

demonstrate our firm commitment, in particular, to confronting the illicit trade in 

firearms, the proliferation of which as mentioned in our statement earlier this week 

continues to cause devastating and lasting impacts on all our countries. Indeed, 

firearms are used in approximately 75% of homicides in the wider Caribbean region. 

Following is a highlight some of our efforts towards regional disarmament. 

Mr. Chairman, 

Last year we welcomed the signing of the Memorandum of Understanding 

between the CARI COM Implementation Agency for Crime and Security (IMP ACS) and 

the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC). Under this MOU, the two 

agencies have thus far undertaken discussions with various donors such as the 

Caribbean Basin Security Initiative (CBSI), International Narcotics and Law 

Enforcement Affairs (INL), the Government of the United States of America, European 

Union among others in the various areas of: Gangs and Small Firearms, Justice 

Protection, Asset Recovery, Trafficking in Persons, to name a few. We pledge to 

continue working alongside UNODC as we strive to achieve the strategic goals outlined 

in the UNODC Regional Programme 2014-2016 in support of the CARICOM Crime and 

Security Strategy. 

We remain appreciative for the partnership our Member States share with the 

United Nations Regional Centre for Peace, Disarmament and Development in Latin 

America and the Caribbean (UNLIREC). They are an important partner for CARICOM 

in implementing our arms control and non- proliferation obligations. The Regional 

Centre has assisted CARICOM Member States in enhancing the capacity of our law 

enforcement and judicial personnel; improving our stockpile management capabilities; 

weapons destruction and in aligning our national legislation with global and regional 

instruments. 
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CARICOM notes with appreciation the results of the multi-year project by 

UNLIREC to strengthen the capacity of 14 Caribbean States to combat small arms 

trafficking through improved stockpile management and weapons destruction 

procedures which led to a destruction of more than 50,000 small arms and light 

weapons and more than 62 tons of ammunition. 

CARICOM recognizes the importance of adequate national operational forensic 

ballistics systems to effectively address the illicit trafficking in weapons and 

ammunition. To this end, we welcome the strengthening of the Regional Integrated 

Ballistic Identification Network (RIBIN), aimed at improving our ability of our forensic 

experts and police investigators to identify and trace guns used in cross-border criminal 

activities. 

Furthermore, as we seek to fully implement our POA obligations, including 

those contained in the BMS Outcome document, we welcome the roll-out of UNLIREC's 

new forensic ballistics technical assistance package through which the Regional Centre 

will organise training courses, provide ballistic laboratory material and equipment and 

assist with the establishment of standard operational procedures and national 

competency testing frameworks. 

Mr. Chairman, 

CARICOM is strongly committed to the full and effective implementation of the 

ATT. To this end, CARICOM IMPACS, through funding provided by UNSCAR is 

working on the development of CARICOM Model Law to facilitate a harmonised 

approach to the implementation of the provisions contained in the ATT and the 

UNPOA. To date, a gap analysis of existing legislation with the 12 CARICOM states 

which are States Parties to the A TT and a Preliminary Draft Model Law has been 

completed. We look forward to the Regional Consultative meeting which will be held 
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on 25-26 November 2015, to review the preliminary draft Model Law and further 

elaborate on the parameters, scope and content of the model law provisions. 

We have also long supported the strengthening the role of women in 

disarmament. Under Trinidad and Tobago's leadership the role of women, the 

encouragement of women's participation in the disarmament proces;;, and the 

significant contributions of women to disarmament, non- proliferation and arms control 

is not only highlighted, but also discussed in a meaningful and robust fashion. In this 

regard, CARICOM welcomes the UNLIREC publication "FORCES of Change II 

Recognizing the Contribution of Latin American and Caribbean Women to Disarmament." 

Mr. Chairman, 

CARICOM is committed to the full implementation of the "CARICOM- SecurihJ 

Council Resolution 1540 Implementation Programme". UNLIREC currently supports four 

CARICOM Member States (Belize, Grenada, Jamaica and Trinidad and Tobago) in their 

efforts to strengthen their implementation efforts and support to modernize legislative 

and policy frameworks and regulations. These countries received assistance in 

elaborating and presenting 1540 action plans as well as support in the drafting of 1540-

related legislation. They also benefited from practical training in collaboration with the 

International Maritime Organization IMO through risk management table top exercises 

aimed at strengthening the capacity of law enforcement and maritime officers to 

identify and handle nuclear, chemical and biological material that could be used for 

proliferation purposes. 

Mr. Chairman, 

CARICOM's ultimate goal through the implementation of our Crime and 

Security strategy is to improve citizen security. However, our region continues to face 

4 



the challenge of limited resources with which to confront the various complex and 

multifaceted security issues we face. We seek meaningful and mutually beneficial 

partnerships and wish to thank our various partners, regional and sub-regional 

organisations, and civil society organisation that provide the requisite financial, 

teclmical and other resources needed in the region to achieve our strategic goals. 

I thank you. 
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