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Mr. Chairman,

Armenia attaches great importance to the regional disarmament, since stability and
security is easier to achieve with less armaments. The efforts of the United Nations aimed
at establishing of international and regional security, stability, and atmosphere of
confidence through encouragement of disarmament are much appreciated.

We are convinced that peace and security on global level directly and predominantly
depend on regional and sub-regional stability.

The Government of Armenia strongly advocates for the UN efforts aimed at promoting
CBMs at the regional and sub-regional levels. We constantly supported the General
Assembly resolutions relating to peace and security at the international, regional and
sub-regional levels.

Armenia has consistently been a staunch advocate for regional cooperation in every

possible sphere. The reasoning is simple and well justified; even if there are problems
between the countries in particular regions, any cooperation - be it small or large scale,

short or long term, is an indisputable contributor to confidence building.

Guided by this principled approach, Armenia makes every effort to advance confidence
building in the South Caucasus, utilizing the frameworks of the UN, EU, OSCE, NATO
PFP/EAPC as well as bilateral relations.



Armenia also demonstrates the readiness and will to initiate projects aimed at
development of regional cooperation in various fields. Unfortunately, the prevailing
situation in the region, the ill-perceived political motivations of some do not allow to take
practical confidence building steps in the field of disarmament.

Armenia has been duly informing the United Nations relevant bodies about continuing
blatant violations of the ceasefire by the Azerbaijani armed forces along the line of
contact between Nagorno-Karabakh and Azerbaijan and the Armenian-Azerbaijani State
border. Unfortunately, lately there has been a deterioration of the situation even further.

Azerbaijan has continued to completely ignore the provisions of the 1994 ceasefire
agreement by shelling on a daily basis the positions of the Defence Army of Nagorno-
Karabakh and the Armenian Armed Forces with weapons of various calibers, undertakes
more aggressive attempts to infiltrate into Armenian positions, carrying out subversive
activities, as well as has started targeting border villages and their civilian populations in
open violation of international humanitarian law.

Alarmingly, the Azerbaijani military has started to use heavy weapons, including 120 mm.
mortars, as well as 107 ram. rockets. The Azerbaijani military units continue to
deliberately target border villages, inflicting deaths among the civilian population. The
escalation of situation during the last month was accompanied by large-scale military
exercises in close vicinity to the Line of Contact and the border of Armenia with
participation of 65 000 military, including 6000 reservists and hundreds of battle tanks,
ACVs, artillery units and air forces. We are deeply concerned and strongly condemn
these provocative actions, which fuel military tension in the region.

Armenia remains committed to the proposal of introducing an investigative mechanism
to ceasefire violations, which is essential for maintaining ceasefire, while Azerbaijan
continues to reject it. We reiterate our firm position that the clear and unequivocal
commitment to the ceasefire and confidence building by the parties concerned is the
only way for creating conducive environment for the peace process.

Along with the destabilizing developments described above, we have been witnessing
another alarming trend which is the deliberate incompliance with Vienna Document.
Large scale military exercises, that qualify for prior notification under Vienna Document,
are being held in our neighboring country in violation of their own international
commitments.



The developments in our region have demonstrated yet and again that use of force in no
- way can bring durable solution to the existing conflicts. There is no alternative to conflict

resolution but a political compromise stemming from the negotiations based on ultimate
commitment of the parties to non-use of force.

We reiterate our adherence to the peaceful negotiations within the internationally
mandated format of the OSCE Minsk Group Co-Chairs. We also commend and
appreciate the continued support of the United Nations Secretary General to the peace
process within this format.

I thank you Mr. Chairman


