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Mr. Chairman, 

At the outset, Trinidad and Tobago aligns itself with the statement delivered by Guyana on 
behalf of the Caribbean Community ("CARICOM"). We also associate with the statement 
delivered by Indonesia on behalf of the Non-Aligned Movement ("NAM"). 

My country reiterates that it is neither a manufacturer, exporter or a large importer of 
conventional weapons, but we have not been spared the destructive effects of the illegal trade in 
small arms and light weapons and associated ammunition. We continue to be adversely affected 
as a result of this cross-border illegal activity which is linked to illegal drug trafficking, money 
laundering and cyber crime to name a few. 

We are, however, encouraged by the forward momentum over the past year to regulate and 
monitor conventional weapons. At the same time, we urge continued global efforts to address 
these threats. 

Mr. Chairman, 

Trinidad and Tobago is a society not beset by civil war, but the misuse of small arms and light 
weapons has, in many cases, contributed significantly to violence and instability, which in turn, 
has imperiled citizen security. 

My delegation is convinced that all actions aimed at stemming the proliferation of small arms 
and light weapons must be tackled primarily through multilateral initiatives. In this regard, we 
welcome the convening of the First Conference of States Parties to the Arms Trade Treaty which 
was held in August of this year. My delegation believes that the ATT's core provisions are 
consistent with our own national security interests, that is, to prevent the diversion of illegal 
conventional arms to the illicit market. Trinidad and Tobago has been actively engaged and will 
remain engaged in the process of implementation of the ATT. 

We call upon all States Parties, especially those which have primary responsibility for the 
international trade in conventional arms, that is, exporters and manufacturers, to consistently 
honour their legally binding obligations under the Treaty in good faith. 

My delegation is pleased that almost two months after the First Conference of States Parties, 
there have been eight additional ratifications to the Treaty, bringing the current number of States 
Parties to seventy seven. We join others in steadfastly encouraging universalization of the ATT. 

Mr. Chairman, 

The successfbl convening of the Second Meeting of Governmental Experts ("MGE2") on the 
Programme of Action to Prevent, Combat and Eradicate the Illicit Trade in Small Arms and 
Light Weapons ("POA") held in June this year, reaffirmed the international community's 
commitment to the implementation of the POA. 

In this regard, my delegation looks forward to actively participating in the Sixth Biennial 
Meeting of States to Consider Implementation of the POA ("BMS6") in June 201 6. It is our hope 
that this meeting will provide a platform to achieve clear and tangible results which could be 
achieved by the 20 18 Third Review Conference. 



For us, BMS6 must have as one of its major outcomes, a mechanism for strengthening 
international assistance and cooperation as well as the sharing of best practices. 

Mr. Chairman, 

Trinidad and Tobago, in honouring its commitment to transparency in the acquisition of small 
arms and light weapons, continues to submit its relevant annual reports, in a timely and accurate 
manner, to the United Nations Office for Disarmament Affairs ("UNODA"). 

Local efforts to implement the companion instrument to the POA, the International Tracing 
Instrument ("ITI") continues, and measures have been earmarked to give effect to the ITI, 
including the establishment of a national coordinating agency on small arms, the identification 
and destruction of surplus stocks of weapons, the supervision and monitoring of legally 
registered firearms. We are also mindful of the indispensible role of women and the engagement 
of civil society to aid in combating the spread of small arms and light weapons. 

My delegation continues to embrace the support provided by regional United Nations 
organizations such as the United Nations Regional Centre for Peace, Disarmament and 
Development in Latin America and the Caribbean ("UN-LiREC"). This organization has 
supported and assisted Member States of CARICOM in capacity building measures and technical 
assistance programmes and we look forward to continued collaboration. 

Mr. Chairman, 

On a practical level, Trinidad and Tobago's law enforcement agencies have strengthened their 
interdiction capabilities. This initiative resulted in the seizure of 585 small arms and light 
weapons for the year 20 14 and 3 15 between January and June 20 15. 

We are also conducting a review of existing firearms legislation, using the United Nations 
International Small Arms Control Standards ("UN ISACS") to ensure that local legislation meets 
UN guidelines on firearms, ammunition, explosives and related materials in areas such as 
control, destruction and transfer. 

In conclusion, Mr Chairman, 

Trinidad and Tobago remains committed to working, as a member of the United Nations, to 
address the challenges posed by the proliferation, misuse and unacceptable harm caused by small 
arms and light weapons and its ammunition, as well as other categories of conventional weapons. 

I thank you. 


