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Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

 

I will briefly address several separate issues in my remarks.  Since last year’s UN 

First Committee meeting, the Arms Trade Treaty (ATT) has entered into force and 

its States Parties met in Cancun, Mexico to operationalize this Treaty.  To date, 73 

countries have ratified the Treaty and 67 more have signed it.  That is a start, but 

we want universality.  Although universality is often a recipe for a lowest common 

denominator outcome, in the ATT context it is a recipe for a stronger treaty.  The 

United States will work in the ATT process to keep the door open to States that are 

not yet ready to join the Treaty, and we call on those countries that have not signed 

it to consider doing so as soon as possible.  Now that the ATT has entered into 

force and begun its international operation, we need to remember that it is not a 

solution by itself to the problems of armed conflict that plague the world, but it is a 

tool that States can use, energetically and effectively, to address those problems. 

 

Mr. Chairman, the United States is a High Contracting Party to the Convention on 

Certain Conventional Weapons (CCW) and all of its Protocols.  We view the CCW 

as an important instrument that has been able to bring together states with diverse 

national security concerns.  In 2015 the High Contracting Parties continued 

important discussions on improvised explosive devices and Lethal Autonomous 

Weapons Systems.  We look forward to the meetings of High Contracting Parties 

in November and to establishing a robust program of work for 2016 to support 

preparations for the Fifth Review Conference of the CCW.      

 

Mr. Chairman, the United States continues to urge fellow Member States to fully 

implement the UN Programme of Action on the Illicit Trade in Small Arms and 

Light Weapons and the International Tracing Instrument.  As delegations noted at 

the June 2015 Meeting of Governmental Experts, more needs to be done.  We look 

forward to continuing this work at the Sixth Biennial Meeting of States in 2016.   
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Mr. Chairman, the global threat posed by Man-Portable Air Defense Systems 

(MANPADS) has increased significantly in recent years.  Due to instability in the 

Middle East and Africa, terrorists have gained unprecedented access to shoulder-

fired anti-aircraft missiles, which pose a serious threat to global passenger air 

travel, the commercial aviation industry, and military aircraft around the world.  In 

particular, we are troubled to see advanced MANPADS in conflict zones in Syria 

and Iraq. 

 

In recognition of this risk, the United States is cooperating with partners around the 

globe to secure these missiles, prevent their smuggling by extremists, and protect 

the targets that terrorists seek to attack.  The United States also established, many 

years ago, strict export controls over the transfer of all MANPADS.  The U.S. 

Government transfers only on a government-to-government basis through the 

Foreign Military Sales system.  Additionally, since 2003, the United States has 

cooperated with countries around the globe to destroy over 34,000 excess, loosely-

secured, illicitly held, or otherwise at-risk MANPADS missiles, and thousands 

more launchers, in more than 40 countries. 

 

And to conclude, Mr. Chairman, the United States has been the world’s single 

largest financial supporter of humanitarian mine action and remains committed to 

eliminating loosely-secured or otherwise at-risk conventional weapons and 

munitions.  Since 1993, we have provided over $2.5 billion to over 90 countries for 

conventional weapons destruction, including clearance of landmines and 

unexploded ordnance; the disposal of excess small arms, light weapons, and 

munitions; and improved security for conventional weapons storage.   

 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

 


