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Mr. Chairman,

The small arms and light weapons have emerged as real weapons of

mass destruction of our age, posing grave challenges to all humanity.

The international community can and must do more to address these

challenges.

There are reportedly more than 900 million small arms in circulation

worldwide, and these weapons are involved in almost all armed conflicts

that threaten international peace and security today. The vast majority of

more than 500,000 violent deaths every year are attributable to use of

small arms in armed conflicts.

Illicit transfer, destabilizing accumulation and misuse of these weapons

have deep, cross-cutting ramifications for all three pillars of the UN,

namely peace and security, development and human rights. Above all,

the flows of small arms into conflict zones have fuelled violence and

undermined peace building efforts, and have had a catastrophic



humanitarian impact on civilians, especially women and children.

Last year, the international community took a momentous step by

bringing the Arms Trade Treaty (ATT) into force. This landmark treaty

establishes, for the first time, a comprehensive and legally-binding norm to

prevent arms transfers that lead to serious violations of international

human rights and humanitarian law.

It is essential that the international community focuses its efforts to

achieve universality and full implementation of the ATT. The ROK

welcomes the productive discussions at First Conference of the States

Parties of the ATT held last August in Mexico, and hopes that the

outcome of this Conference will lay a solid foundation for further

strengthening of ATT implementation. The ROK, for its part, is taking

steps to ratify the ATT at the earliest possible time.

Full implementation of the UN Program of Action on Small Arms and

Light Weapons (UNPOA), as well as the International Tracing Instrument

(ITI) will be an equally crucial task. The ROK welcomes the timely

discussions at this year's Meeting of the Governmental Experts (MGE2)

on the implications of recent developments in small arms and light

weapons technology to the implementation of the UNPOA, and hopes

that they will contribute substantively to the success of next year's 6th

Biennial Meeting of the States (BMS6).

With its legally binding arms embargoes and peacekeeping missions, the

Security Council can also play an important role in both preventing small



arms flows to conflict regions and assisting countries in their arms

stockpile management. In this regard, the Republic of Korea welcomes

the adoption of Security Council resolutions 2117 (2013) and 2220

(2015), which have paved the way for the enhanced role of the Security

Council in tackling the challenge of SALW, and looks forward to their

robust implementation.

Mr. Chairman,

Over three decades, the Convention on Certain Conventional Weapons

(CCW)  has  continuously accommodated  itself to  the  changing

environment, while taking a balancebetween international humanitarian

principles and legitimate security concerns of the States Parties. The

recent entry into force of the ATT could contribute to further enhancing

the CCW regime, by creating the synergy between the two conventions.

The Republic of Korea supports the universalization of the CCW and

calls on states which are not party to the Convention, especially Asian

countries, to join the CCW.

The Republic of Korea welcomes the extension of mandate for

addressing the issue of lethal autonomous weapons systems (LAWs)



within the CCW framework, and supports the international efforts to

clarify and better understand the development of technology and its

relevant implications to the implementation of the Convention. We would

also like to highlight the importance of addressing the impact of

Improvised Explosive Devices (IEDs) and the uncontrolled usage of Anti-

personnel  mines  and  Mines  Other Than Anti-Personnel  Mines

(MOTAPM). Given the fast pace of technological development, it is

crucial that we take flexible and realistic approaches in addressing these

issues within the context of the CCW framework.

As we are heading toward the fifth CCW Review Conference in 2016, we

should focus our efforts on strengthening the Convention. Careful

deliberation for adequately addressing emerging issues of conventional

arms control will be one of the keys to the successful outcome of the

Review Conference. The Republic of Korea looks forward to continuing

constructive discussions with the States Parties to achieve this end.

I thank you, Mr. Chairman.  /END/


