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Mr. Chairperson 

Since this is the first time my delegation is taking the floor, let me warmly 

congratulate you and the members of the Bureau on your election to 

preside over the work of the lSt Committee. I assure you the full support 

and cooperation of the Delegation of Mozambique in the discharge of 

your noble duties. 

Mozambique associates itself with the statements delivered by the 

distinguished representatives of Nigeria, on behalf of the African Group 

and of Indonesia, on behalf of the Non Aligned Movement. 

Mr. Chairperson 

The misuse and illicit traffic, circulation and trade of small arms, 

ammunition and light weapons continues to be a matter of great concern 

for Mozambique due to its political, economic and social negative impact. 

Recognizing these wide-range impacts, Mozambique continues deeply 

engaged in the implementation of the Programme of Action to Prevent, 

Combat and Eradicate the Illicit Trade in Small Arms and Light Weapons 



in AN Its Aspects (PoA), as a fundamental normative framework to curb 

the illicit trade in small arms and light weapons at all levels. 

Our approach in this matter is a holistic one, involving all relevant 

stakeholders, namely government ministries, cooperation partners and 

civil society organizations. As a consequence of this approach, we are 

having positive results through the setting and implementation of 

legislative, institutional and operative measures that are reinforced by the 

strengthening of cooperation with neighboring countries. 

However, the commitment of the international community, under the 

leadership of the United Nations, must be renewed and strengthened to 

better respond to the goal 16 of Agenda 2030 for Sustainable 

Development, regarding the promotion of peacefhl and inclusive societies 

for sustainable development. 

By doing so, we are also contributing to translate into practical and 

tangible actions the observations and conclusions of the Report of the 

Secretary-General placed for our consideration in this committee as 

document A/70/183, entitled "Assistance to States for curbing the illicit 

traffic in small arms and light weapons and collecting them; and the illicit 

trade in small arms and light weapons in all its aspects." 



In this regard, I commend the aforementioned report, which reflects the 

main activities carried out by Member States, the United Nations system 

and other intergovernmental organizations between August 20 14 and July 

2015. 

The resolution entitled "implementation of the Convention on the 

Prohibition of the Use, Stockpiling, Production and Transfer of Anti- 

personnel Mines and on Their Destruction" submitted to the consideration 

of this Committee is in line with the Report of the Secretary-General. 

Thus, I would like to avail this opportunity to request the support of all 

Members States for this resolution. 

Mr. Chairman, 

The entry into force of the Arms Trade Treaty (ATT) and the positive 

outcome of the First Conference of States Parties (1 CSP) of the ATT, held 

in Mexico, from 24 to 27 August this year, represent a clear demonstration 

of the common political will to promote peace and security. In fact, the 

1 CSP laid the foundations for a robust ATT regime, through the adoption 

of its rules of procedures, financial rules, reporting framework and the 

establishment of the Secretariat. 



Its is our firm conviction that the ATT will complement the ongoing 

actions under the PoA framework and, as consequence, will contribute to 

regulate the transfer of conventional weapons, in order to promote 

responsible trade and prevent their diversion to the illicit market and non- 

state groups. 

Mozambique was among the first signatory countries of the ATT, and we 

hope to ratify it as soon as internal procedures for that purpose are 

concluded. 

Mr. Chairman, 

As you all may be aware, Mozambique was for a long time one of the 

most affected countries by the anti-personnel mines in the world. As a 

demonstration of its commitment to promote international peace and 

security and recognizing the importance of demining to promote national 

peace, security, safety and development, Mozambique became a State 

party to the Convention on the Prohibition of the Use, Stockpiling, 

Production and Transfer of Anti-Personnel Mines and on their 

Destruction. As a State party, Mozambique developed a national 

demining programme to fblfill its obligations under the convention. 



I am proud to inform this august assembly, that Mozambique has cleared 

all known mined areas, and on September 17, 2015, was officially 

declared a country free of land mines. 

In this sense, I would like to conclude my intervention thanking our 

cooperation partners, humanitarian demining organizations, UN agencies 

and civil society entities for their kind support that made it possible for 

Mozambique to achieve this important landmark. 

I thank you. 


