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Chairperson 

Thank you for giving me the floor. Let me first express that Finland fully aligns itself with the 

Statement made by the European Union. 

Finland was one of the original co-authors for the ATT, so this Treaty will always play a special 

role in our foreign and security policy agenda. We commend the role of the civil society, NGOs 

and industry, in this process, and welcome the fact that over 70 countries have now ratified the 

ATT, and that many others implement i ts provisions in practice. An effective implementation of 

the Treaty is also the best guarantee to get others involved in it. 

During the past year many wonderful events have taken place, ATT entered into force and a very 

successful first Conference of States Parties took place in Cancun Mexico. We wish to express 
our warmest and sincere congratulations to Ambassador Lomonaco and the whole Mexican 

team; with your skillful guidance the Conference took important substantive and operational 

decisions that will provide a sound basis for a smooth implementation of the Treaty. 

We wish to congratulate Switzerland on the selection of Geneva as a location for the Secretariat 

and we warmly welcome M. Dladla to assume his responsibilities as the first interim Head of the 

Secretariat in December this year. 

Chairperson, 

Work is far from finished. There are two elements that I want to stress in our future work. One is 

the role of national implementation and national export control systems, and the other one is 

the universalization of the Treaty. 

This substantive work will be at the core of the second States Party Conference under the 
Nigerian Presidency. Finland, in our capacity as one of the four Vice-Presidents stands ready to 

support the Nigerian Presidency in a run-up for a second successful States Parties Conference. 
We welcome States Parties, Signatory States, Observers and Civil Society to play their part in this 

important work. Let us begin here in New York by co-sponsoring and supporting the Nigerian 

resolution on the ATT. 

Chairperson, to conclude 

As we know, the consequences of irresponsible, unregulated arms trade are multiple. We rest 

assured that with the ATT we can take steps to reverse this. We are e committed to reach this 
goal with other partners. 

Thank you. 


