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Mr. Chairman, 

I would like to thank the Secretary-General for his report on this important issue. 

Eritrea fblly aligns itself with the statements made by Nigeria and Indonesia on behalf of 
the African Group and the Non-Aligned Movement, respectively. 

Mr. Chairman 

Eritrea strongly believes that the proliferation of illicit small arms and light weapons 
continues to endanger peace, fuel violence, impede economic and social progress in many 
parts of the world, including our region the Horn of Afi-ica and the Red Sea. Organized 
transnational criminals, such us terrorism and traffickers is intrinsically intertwined to 
unrestricted flow of illicit arms in the region. 

The challenge that we are facing all is complex and transnational in nature. No single 
country can address on its own the challenges posed by illicit small arms and light 
weapons. Hence, the balanced implementation of and cooperation within Programme of 
Action to Prevent, Combat and Eradicate the Illicit Trade in Small Arms and Light 
Weapons in All Its Aspects as well as other international and regional commitments 
cannot be understated. 

Eritrea is cognizant of the need for an effective international instrument to deal with the 
issue of illicit trafficking of small arms and light weapons. Since independence, the 
government has introduced stringent national measures regarding the possession, 
manufacturing, trading and trafficking of arms. 



Most of the conventional weapons in the hands of the Eritrean defense forces and law 
enforcement agencies are captured during the 30 years war of independence and the 
1998-2000 border conflict with Ethiopia. They have different marking system as they 
were made by different manufacturers; hence, standardized marking has been a major 
challenge. Eritrea has introduced Electronic Marking Machines and computerize database 
for stockpiles management to address this issue. 

Mr. Chairman 

Eritrea attaches great importance to international instrument to ban landmines and is 
party to the Mine Ban Treaty. Large landmine contaminated area, lack of sufficient 
resources and security challenges along its borders with Ethiopia have hindered Eritrea 
from achieving its mine clearance deadline. Despite its successful efforts to clean 
contaminated areas, the humanitarian impact of mines still persists. Eritrea, however, will 
continue to galvanize its national resources to achieve a mine free state status by 2020. 

In conclusion, Mr. Chairman, while regulating conventional weapons and eradicating 
illicit stem of small arms and light weapons is important, durable solution can only be 
achieved through addressing the root causes of conflicts and instability. The respect to 
territorial integrity and sovereignty, respect for international law, a treaty obligation must 
be fblly implemented. No nation big or small should be allowed to occupy territory of 
any other country. 

Thank You! 


