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Mr. Chair,

At the outset, I would like to associate Egypt with the statements delivered by

Indonesia on behalf of the Non-Aligned Movement, and the statement of the

Arab Group, and I am honored to present the following brief remarks in my

national capacity.

This First Committee session is the first one after the entry into force of the

Arms Trade Treaty, which was adopted by vote at the General Assembly. I take

this opportunity to reiterate that Egypt is well aware of the effects of the illicit

trafficking in conventional weapons. We are fully committed to exert all efforts

to combat and eradicate the illicit trade in arms. We urge all the countries that

decide to accede to ATT, to implement it in good faith in order to achieve its

purpose and goals.

Mr. Chair,

The efforts of the international community should continue to fill in the

remaining gaps. We continue to call for addressing the elements of over

production and the ever-increasing stockpiles of conventional weapons within

major arms exporters and producers. We still believe that every effort must be

exerted to bring production and stockpiles in major arms producing States

under international scrutiny. International accountability is the only guarantee



against the possible abuse of the existing imbalance between major arms

producers and the rest of the world.

international law, international humanitarian law, human rights law and to the

core principles of the UN Charter itself than the crimes of aggression and

foreign occupation which employ conventional arms arsenals to threaten and

dominate peoples and deny them their most basic human rights. The gaps are

spreading by the advancement in conventional weapons. Egypt reiterates that

technology should not overtake humanity.

Mr. Chair,

The actual and potential development of Lethal Autonomous weapons raises

many questions on their compliance with international humanitarian law, as

well as issues of warfare ethics. Regulations should be put into place before such

systems are to be deployed or developed.

While such sophistication of weapons is an added challenge, the ever continuing

threat posed by ihe illicit traffic in small and light arms is one that should be

addressed adequately. Egypt is fully committed to the full and effective

implementation of the UN Program of Action of Small Arms and Light

Weapons.

I thank you Mr. Chair.


