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Mr. Chainnan, 

At the outset, let me convey to you, Mr. Chairman, my congratulations upon election as 
Chairperson of the First Committee for the seventith session of the UN General Assembly, as 
well as the other members of the Bureau for their respective elections. I would like to assure you 
the full support and cooperation of the delegation of Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

Bosnia and Herzegovina fully aligned itself with the statement delivered by the European Union 
and now, I wish to deliver additional remarks in my national capacity. 

Mr. Chainnan, 

Today's conflicts are aggravated by a complex combination of factors, including weak states' 
institutions, ethnic strife, transnational criminal, terrorism and extremist threats, as well as 
serious humanitarian and public health crises. Illicit trade of small arms and light weapons 
(SAL W) fuels conflicts, undermines peace initiatives and lingers long time after conflicts having 
an adverse impact on restoring and keeping public peace in post-conflict countries. 

Illicit transfer and misuse of SAL W and their ammunition affects local and regional security and 
stability, causing human suffering, especially for the most vulnerable groups of population: 
displaced persons, returnees, women and children. According to our experience, we strongly 
support the full implementation of the international humanitarian and human rights law that 
protect the rights of women during an armed conflict regardless of its international or local 
nature and also in situations when armed conflicts doesn't exist. 

Mr. Chairman, 

Globalization of the arms trade allowed production and assembly of SALW all over the world 
with little control. We stress the importance of well-regulated and transparent trade of all 
conventional arms, particularly SAL W. The best way to address the issue is full implementation 
of the provisions of the Arms Trade Treaty (ATT). The resolution 2117 (2013) confirmed ATT 
as a significant contribution to international and regional peace, security and stability, reducing 
human suffering and promoting cooperation. Bosnia and Herzegovina deposited its instruments 
of the ratification of A TT on September 25, last year, contributing to the required number of 50 
ratifications, which allowed that the ATT entered into force on 24 December 2014. We underline 
the importance of the First Conference of the States Parties to the A TT, which was held in 
Mexico on 24 - 27 August this year and call upon all States that have not done so, to become 
parties to the ATT. 



Mr. Chairman, 

Bosnia and Herzegovina as a post-conflict society. faces a number of challenges related to the 
control of SALW. In order to impruve the level of security in Bosnia and Herzegovina, the 
insstitutions of Bosnia and Herzegovina have taken measures and actions to improve all aspects 
of SAL W control based upon the principles of efficiency, transoparency, merit and 
professionalism. The Coordination Board for SAL W Control in Bosnia and Herzegovina 
developed the Strategy for Small Arms and Light Weapons Control in Bosnia and Herzegovina 
2013-2016. This document was developed through a comprehensive process of consultation with 
all of the stakeholders in SAL W control and is based on the international commitments of 
Bosnia and Herzegovina and best paractices. 

During the implementation period 2010-2014 the relevant BiH instituitions achieved evident 
results in the advancement of SALW control. Results were achived in the following fields: 
impruving legal framework, setting up SAL W electronic registers, enhancement of control 
mechanisms for both the internal and foreign trade in weapons, destruction of surplus weapons 
and ammunition, harvesting and destroying weapons possessed by civilians and conducting 
awareness campaigns as well as meeting the rquirements for regular reporting to international 
organisations, namely the UN and the OSCE. These reports contribute lergely to achieving 
transparency withn the relevant processes, but also to the international standing of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina. 

Although a significant progress has been made, there are still needs for educational, financial and 
tehnical assistance in regards to the training and education of personnel, equipping and providing 
of locations and storige space as well as the location for the destruction of SAL W. 

I thank you, Mr. Chairman 


