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Chairperson, 

I have the honour to take the floor on behalf of the Nordic countries Denmark, Iceland, 

Norway, Sweden, and my own country, Finland. 

In our statement on “other WMDs” last year, we welcomed the international mission to 

remove and destroy Syria’s chemical weapons stockpile.  The Nordic countries are proud to 

have played a significant part in this unique endeavour, including the provision of crucial 

maritime and transport assets and CBRN capabilities. The chemical agents that were removed 

from Syria pursuant to Security Council resolution 2118 and related decisions by the OPCW 

Executive Council are now almost fully destroyed.  

Against this background, the Nordic countries are particularly outraged by the continued use 

of toxic chemicals as weapons in the Syrian conflict.  The OPCW Fact-Finding Missions have 

reported about repeated and systematic attacks, where chlorine and similar industrial 

chemicals were used to poison and terrorize civilians. Reportedly, many of these attacks 

involved helicopters, an asset that only the Syrian government possesses. We are also gravely 

concerned by recent reports regarding the alleged use of sulfur mustard by a terrorist 

organisation in Iraq and Syria. Any use of chemical weapons anywhere, at any time, by 

anyone, under any circumstances, is unacceptable and a violation of international law.  

The Nordic countries welcome the decision of the UN Security Council to establish a Joint 

Investigative Mechanism (JIM), to identify those responsible for these horrific and inhumane 

attacks, for which there can be no impunity. We stand behind Virginia Gamba and her teams 

in their important work, and call on all parties to cooperate with the JIM.  

The Nordic Countries are concerned about gaps, discrepancies and inconsistencies in Syria’s 

chemical weapons declaration. We once again call upon Syria to cooperate fully with the 

OPCW Declaration Assessment Team.  

 



Chairperson,  

Irrespective of the chemical issue, the conflict continues to escalate in Syria, with devastating 

effects. The humanitarian costs are increasing every day, and the refugee crisis is growing.  It 

is imperative that efforts to find a political solution to the conflict are intensified. Special 

Envoy Staffan de Mistura has our strong support.  

 

Chairperson, 

Destruction of chemical weapons in the possessor states remains a vital task, which is far 

from completed. The Nordic countries urge the Russian Federation, the United States of 

America as well as Libya to expedite destruction and meet their targets. We welcome 

progress in the destruction of Category 2 chemical weapons in Libya.  

We welcome the recent accession to the Chemical Weapons Convention (CWC) by Angola, 

Myanmar, and understand that it is anticipated that South Sudan will soon become a party 

too. This would leave only three countries outside the regime. We call on Egypt and Israel to 

ratify the CWC without further delay, and on the DPRK to follow suit, giving the Convention a 

global reach.  Moreover, we urge State Parties that have not yet fully implemented the 

Convention to do so.  

As the OPCW is approaching the end of the destruction phase, it is in need of reorientation. 

In the future, the organization will need to focus on preventing the re-emergence of chemical 

weapons including the risk of misuse of toxic chemicals by non-state actors. The OPCW must 

continue to have staff with the necessary experience, skills and expertise to meet its 

operational requirements and to address contingencies.  We therefore welcome the States 

Parties’ decision to allow for some rehiring of experienced inspectors.  

 

Chairperson,  

The Biological and Toxin Weapons Convention (BTWC) is a cornerstone of the international 

disarmament and non-proliferation architecture. The Nordic countries welcome the accession 

by Andorra, Mauritania and Myanmar, and call on all remaining States to join the Treaty.  



Biotechnology is a rapidly evolving science, and ambitious and forward-looking initiatives are 

required to strengthen the BTWC. In the months leading up to the Eight Review Conference, 

it will be important to establish an inclusive and transparent preparatory process to consider 

issues relevant to the Convention and its implementation. We believe States Parties should 

focus on areas where unity is possible, and on pragmatic steps that can strengthen the 

Convention in a constructive manner. These include efforts to ensure improved national 

implementation, to universalise the Convention, to strengthen Article VII on assistance and 

protection, to improve the use of confidence-building measures, and to enhance practical 

collaboration between the scientific and disarmament communities.   

We see next year’s Review Conference as an opportunity to open up for enhanced 

implementation of the Treaty, through a strengthened inter-sessional process. We believe 

that dedicated working groups to consider relevant issues may be the best way forward. 

The Nordic countries are actively supporting the UNODA in retaining and strengthening the 

operational preparedness of the Secretary General’s investigative mechanism so that any 

allegations regarding chemical or biological weapons use may be addressed promptly and 

effectively. A meeting was held in Stockholm earlier this year, with the participation of 

laboratories from all Nordic countries, in order to initiate the consideration of a biological 

laboratory network in support of the Secretary General’s mechanism. 

 

Chairperson, 

The Ebola epidemic in West-Africa has demonstrated that outbreaks of infectious disease are 

not only a matter of public health, but may also precipitate humanitarian, economic and 

security crises. This underscores the need to build, strengthen and sustain health systems, 

and to ensure full implementation of the International Health Regulations (IHR) and its 

specified core capacities. 

We welcome the Global Health Security Agenda (GHSA) as an effort by States, international 

organizations, and civil society to establish capacity to prevent, detect and rapidly respond to 

biological threats, whether naturally occurring, intentional, or accidental. In this regard, it 

complements our common efforts to ensure the absence of biological weapons.  



 

All Nordic countries are actively engaged in the GHSA. Finland currently chairs the GHSA 

steering group, while Denmark and Sweden have taken on leading roles on different Action 

Packages related to the initiative: Denmark on biosecurity and Sweden on antimicrobial 

resistance (AMR). Norway has taken on a leading role in a multi-sectorial approach to 

strengthen the International Health Regulations.  The Nordic countries welcome the high-

level meeting held in Seoul last month and are looking forward to the continued 

implementation of this important initiative. 

In conclusion, I would like to draw your attention to a side event, which will be organized by 

Finland as GHSA Chair in cooperation with the Stimson Center on Wednesday 28 October at 

1:15-2:45 p.m. in Conference Room E on the topic "Addressing Biothreats: Why Global Health 

Security Matters?"  

 

Thank you for your attention. 

 


