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Mr. Chair, 

A world free of nuclear weapons is a vision that Norway shares with the majority of other 

States. 70 years after Hiroshima and Nagasaki, we must recognize that this vision will not be 

realized without real commitment from the world community, from those States that have 

nuclear weapons and from those that have none.  

 

We need a realistic, constructive approach to this issue. We need to make full use of the 

opportunities and tools at our disposal. The Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear 

Weapons (NPT) remains the fundamental cornerstone of these efforts. 

 

There have been a number of positive developments:  

 We congratulate the P5+1, Iran and the EU on reaching a historic and verifiable long-

term agreement;  
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 We are pleased to see that the outcome of the Oslo Conference in 2013 on a fact-based 

approach to humanitarian consequences, has become a key component of the global 

disarmament agenda; 

 The progress on developing tools for nuclear disarmament verification adds an 

important dimension to the discussion on nuclear disarmament and non-proliferation;  

 The Nuclear Security Summit process have contributed substantially to nuclear 

security and to preventing terrorists from acquiring fissile material; and 

 We welcome the continued implementation of the new START by the US and the 

Russian Federation. 

 

However, there have also been some very disappointing developments and we are seeing 

stalemates in certain areas: 

 The NPT Review Conference this spring was unable to reach consensus on an 

outcome document; 

 The Conference on Disarmament has still not agreed on a programme of work and 

has in reality ceased to function as an arena for advancing nuclear disarmament;  

 The prospects for the formal entry into force of the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban 

Treaty do not look good; 

 Russia has not yet responded positively to the US proposal to reduce the number of 

strategic nuclear warheads by an additional one-third;  and 

 The DPRK is continuing its highly regrettable development of nuclear weapons and 

missiles.  

 

One of the trends underlying these negative developments seems to be the continued and 

growing polarization of the global debate on nuclear disarmament. The goal of the debates 

in the multilateral forums must be to bring us closer to the goal of a nuclear weapons-free 

world. 
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 It is important to ask ourselves what serves our common security. From a Norwegian 

perspective, our common security would be best served by adhering to the fundamental non-

proliferation and disarmament norms enshrined in the NPT. We consider the outcome 

document of the NPT 2010 Review Conference to be the roadmap to a safer world without 

nuclear weapons. 

 

Mr. Chair, 

All nuclear weapons States have a particular responsibility when it comes to nuclear 

disarmament and to preventing further proliferation. Without their constructive engagement 

we will get nowhere on these issues. Nevertheless, every State in the world has a 

responsibility to work to achieve and maintain a world free of nuclear weapons. Norway will 

continue to do its part in conceptual and political terms, as well as practically and financially. 

 

Mr. Chair, 

Our debates here in the First Committee take place against a backdrop of continued 

international tensions, making the issues of disarmament and non-proliferation all the more 

pressing. Many of the instruments and legal frameworks to achieve nuclear disarmament 

and prevent further proliferation are already in place.  

 

We need to make sure that these instruments and frameworks are adhered to and 

implemented, and we urge those States that have not yet signed and ratified to do so. That 

would be a very concrete step towards the ultimate goal of a safe and secure world without 

nuclear weapons. 

   

Thank you. 


