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Mr. Chairman, 

We have had a turbulent year in the realm of nuclear diplomacy. It was Winston 
Churchill who said that "Success is not final, failure is not fatal: it is the courage to 
continue that counts". In 2015 we have seen successes, we have seen setbacks. 
And right now we are casting our eye on ways forward. 

To begin, let me draw your attention to a great success. This summer marked a 
truly historic event: the E3+3 and Iran agreed on a Joint Comprehensive Plan of 
Action (JCPOA). And on the same day the IAEA and Iran signed a 'Roadmap for the 
clarification of past and present outstanding issues regarding Iran's nuclear 
programme'. The fact that the parties managed to find a solid solution through 
negotiations shows the importance and strength of multilateral law and diplomacy 
in the field of nuclear non-proliferation. 

But the final success of the JCPOA can only be measured by its full implementation, 
which is necessary to reassure the international community that Iran's nuclear 
program is of an exclusively peaceful nature. We therefore urge all parties to carry 
out their obligations under the agreement timely and diligently. It is also important 
that Iran cooperates fully with the IAEA regarding the Possible Military Dimension of 
Its nuclear programme, as agreed In the roadmap. 

To facilitate the implementation of the JCPOA, the Netherlands has committed itself 
to contribute 600.000 euro to the IAEA. 

Mr. Chairman, as I have pointed out, unfortunately there were not only successes 
this year. 

The fact that the NPT review conference was unable to reach consensus on an 
outcome document was a great disappointment and set back, especially as 
agreement seemed to be within reach and the nations involved seem to agree on 
the ultimate objective - a world free of nuclear weapons. However, this does not 
change the fact that the Non-Proliferation Treaty remains the cornerstone of the 
global nuclear non-proliferation and disarmament structure and continues to 
deserve our full support. 

This also means the Netherlands remains fully committed to the goal of a world 
without nuclear weapons. Nuclear disarmament is a longstanding priority for the 
Netherlands - and will remain so. 



In our view the best path towards a world without nuclear weapons is through a 
step by step process and by taking practical and concrete measures while pairing 
ambition with realism. Realism does not imply leaning back; in our view it can also 
mean working harder and taking multiple steps at the same time. 

We share the dissapointment about the slow pace of nuclear disarmament and want 
to see more progress. The broad attention for the humanitarian impact of the use 
of nuclear weapons and the humanitarian conferences in Oslo, Nayarit and Vienna 
underlines the need to do more. 

Humanitarian considerations not only reinforce our objective of Global Zero; they 
also compel us, until we reach this goal, to do everything we can to prevent the use 
of nuclear weapons. Here, for us, lies the key in integrating the findings of the 
humanitarian conferences into nuclear disarmament and non-prollferation 
structures. 

In order to achieve these goals, considerations of international security and stability 
cannot be dismissed. But this does not mean that the current international security 
situation is a reason to stop nuclear disarmament. In the past there have been 
many instances where progress on disarmament was often achieved under difficult 
circumstances, and when it was needed the most. The agreement with Iran showed 
once again progress can be made In troubling times and between countries that 
have been adversaries for years. 

Mr. Chairman, the good news is that these were not the only positive developments 
this year. 

Another one is related to the FMCT. We are very pleased that the Group of 
Governmental Experts on a Treaty Banning the Production of Fissile Material for 
Nuclear and other Explosive Devices managed to produce a substantial consensus 
report. 

We should continue to build on the momentum created by this report. The next 
logical step would indeed be the start of negotiations, preferably In the Conference 
on Disarmament. Negotiation of an FMCT is more urgent than ever, as after years 
of shrinking global stocks of fissile material we may, for the first time since the end 
of the Cold War, witness a growth again. 



The new US led International Partnership for Nuclear Disarmament Verification is a 
constructive and necessary initiative that can help us to deal with important 
verification issues. Verification is a crucial element in nuclear disarmament and the 
Netherlands will actively contribute to make this partnership a success. 

Mr. Chairman, I mentioned ways forward. Please let me elaborate. 

A crucial factor in making progress is to establish a dialogue; we have to discuss 
our differences with a view to find a common way forward. 

With our partners of the Non-Proliferation and Disarmament Initiative of NPDI we 
are committed to seek such a dialogue, starting in the weeks and months to come 
with other groupings, individual countries and civil society. The NPDI further wants 
to enhance reporting on nuclear disarmament and verification. 

We support the option of setting up a wider dialogue on nuclear disarmament by 
establishing an Open Ended Working Group, as was also proposed at the 2015 
RevCon. Apart from possible further steps in nuclear disarmament, this would also 
be a good forum to discuss the humanitarian aspects of the use of nuclear 
weapons. We realise this issue has inspired diverging views, but hope that this can 
fuel a constructive and honest dialogue on how to move forward on this issue. 

A Weapons of Mass Destruction Free Zone in the Middle East remains a desirable 
goal. We regret that the zone was the reason for breaking consensus at the revcon 
and urge states in the region to continue consultations on ways forward. 

All States with nuclear weapons, Inside or outside the NPT, can take immediate 
concrete disarmament measures. They include: creating greater transparency of 
their nuclear arsenals; further diminishing the role of nuclear weapons in their 
military and security doctrines; de-alerting their nuclear forces to help lower the 
risk of inadvertent use; and they can start reducing and ultimately eliminating all 
types of nuclear weapons, deployed and non-deployed, in a transparent, verifiable 
and irreversible manner. 

Mr Chairman, 

Let me address some final issues. 



The situation in the DPRK remains of grave concern. We are concerned about the 
uranium enrichment program and ongoing construction at the Light Water Reactor 
at Yongbon, where new activity has been reported. We emphasize the essential role 
the Agency has in verifying the application of safeguards also in the DPRK. We urge 
the DPRK government to allow the unconditional and swift return of IAEA 
inspectors. 

On nuclear security significant progress has been made. However, much work 
remains to be done, and we look forward to the final Summit in the United States 
to further deal with this issue. 

As the current coordinator of the Global Initiative to Combat Nuclear 
Terrorism, the Netherlands is planning to host a high level meeting to celebrate 
the tenth anniversary of this successful initiative In the first half of next year to 
discuss current developments and future initiatives. 

Mr Chairman, 

Churchill was right. It's indeed 'the courage to continue that counts'. Progress may 
not be easy or come quick, but we have to continue to move forward. The 
Netherlands stands ready to engage with all other states to jointly reach the final 
goal of a world without nuclear weapons. 

Thank you. 


