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Mr. Chairman, 

The discussion of nuclear disarmament and proliferation issues is of essential importance to peace 
and security for all of us. We should remind ourselves time and again of our joint goal – a safer and 
securer world with fewer and ultimately with no nuclear weapons.  

One very good example of what can be reached if all parties concerned demonstrate the necessary 
political will is the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action agreed between Iran and the E3+3 in July. 
Diplomatic solutions do work. 

Unfortunately, regarding the other major non-proliferation crises, there is no progress to report. 
Germany condemns in the strongest possible terms North Korea’s ongoing nuclear and ballistic 
missile programmes. Also, Syria must be urged to cooperate fully with the IAEA. 

With regard to this year’s NPT Review Conference, it is our view that even though we did not agree 
on a final document, the NPT remains the indispensable cornerstone of the international security 
architecture and a source of peaceful cooperation between its members. Few treaties have 
contributed in such a substantial manner to making this world a safer place. While it is not perfect it 
continues to be the best basis on which to pursue nuclear disarmament. Therefore we should refrain 
throughout the work of the 1st Committee from any action that could diminish the value of this 
Treaty.  

The 2010 Action Plan remains valid and should be fully implemented. It is obvious that the Action 
Plan still offers benchmarks for the years to come by providing concrete guidelines for the next 
steps to take. 

Germany shares the assessment that more should and could be done. Given that there are still more 
than 16.000 nuclear weapons in the world, we need to push harder for progress to achieve the goal 
of a world without nuclear weapons in line with Article VI of the NPT. 

Against this backdrop, Germany welcomes the ongoing successful implementation of the New 
START Treaty between the United States and the Russian Federation. However, a new disarmament 
round between the United States of America and the Russian Federation should begin as soon as 
practicable. This new round should include substrategic nuclear weapons. Germany appreciates that 
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the offer made by President Obama in Berlin is still on the table despite the changing security 
environment. Germany calls upon the Russian Federation to respond constructively to President 
Obama’s nuclear arms control initiative. 

Germany shares the concern of those who want to see the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty enter into 
force sooner rather than later. In the 21st century, there is neither the space nor any reason for 
nuclear tests. The existing moratoria on testing are welcome, but a legally binding treaty is urgently 
needed. 

Germany supports efforts to launch negotiations on an FMCT, preferably in the CD but we are also 
open for alternate fora. Germany agrees that negotiations should begin without further delay. The 
work of the Group of Governmental Experts provides an excellent basis. 

Furthermore, the International Partnership for nuclear disarmament verification provides us with the 
opportunity to advance knowledge and develop skills that will be essential for verifying multilateral 
nuclear disarmament.  

In the context of non-proliferation, Germany supports the valuable work of the IAEA and its 
safeguards system. Germany also calls upon all states which are working with nuclear energy and 
have not yet done so to negotiate and ratify an Additional Protocol with the IAEA as soon as 
possible. 

Germany welcomes the debate on the catastrophic humanitarian impact of nuclear weapon 
detonations. The three conferences in Oslo, Nayarit and Vienna reminded us – as did the 
commemorations in Hiroshima and Nagasaki – of the many reasons why a nuclear weapon should 
never be used again. It is these humanitarian considerations which underpin all our effort in the 
field of nuclear disarmament and non-proliferation. 

At the same time, events over the past year led to a harsher security environment and have 
reminded us that nuclear disarmament does not take place in a vacuum. Nuclear weapons can only 
be abolished as a result of negotiations leading to verifiable actions on the ground. Mutual trust 
between partners is the necessary condition for further progress. It is not realistic to expect that 
nuclear disarmament can advance without engaging those States possessing nuclear weapons. The 
debate about nuclear weapons has a humanitarian, but also clearly a security dimension, which 
cannot be ignored. We should use every opportunity to resume dialogue and engage constructively. 
This could be achieved inter alia by establishing an - inclusive - Open-Ended Working Group. 


