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Mr. Chairman,

Arms race of the 21 century is characterized by qualitative improvement of weapons rather than

quantitative superiority.

The policy of world domination through development of highly advanced technology and

indefinite possession of nuclear arsenals is being pursued in a blatant manner; the nuclear

doctrine implying preemptive use of nuclear weapons is getting close to the red line, which was

unprecedented even in the Cold War era. The reality of today is that the threat of nuclear

preemptive attack against other countries is being translated to real practice, not just confined to

words.

!t is clearly evidenced by the designation of certain countries as targets of nuclear preemptive

strike and the undisguised conduct of continuous military exercises under nuclear war plan, in

defiance of the worldwide opposition.

In particular, modernization of nuclear weapons and accelerated deployment of global missile

defense system by the world's largest nuclear-weapon State give rise to a new nuclear arms race.

Notwithstanding this, there exist extraordinary and manipulative attempts in the international

disarmament arena to set aside nuclear disarmament, which is the highest priority, and focus on

nuclear non-proliferation instead.

Some nuclear-weapon States are against total elimination of nuclear weapons and seek indefinite

possession of nuclear weapons, while attempting to use non-proliferation issue as a pretext to

attack sovereign states. One nuclear-weapon State even took off the fa(ÿade of its commitment to

build "a world without nuclear weapons" by resorting to hostile attempts to overthrow the social

system of other countries under the pretext of non-proliferation.

The reality substantiates itself that nuclear disarmament is the top priority task directly relating to

world peace, security and survival of mankind, and that the best guarantee of nuclear non-

proliferation is the accomplishment of total elimination of nuclear weapons.
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Proceeding from this, the DPRK delegation supports the calls of a majority of UN Member States

for urgent commencement of negotiations of Nuclear Weapons Convention aimed at total

elimination of nuclear weapons.

The goal of nuclear disarmament will be realized only when complete and total elimination of all

nuclear arsenals on the globe is accomplished.

In order to create conditions conducive to accomplishing complete and total elimination of

nuclear weapons, the countries that possess the largest nuclear arsenals should take the lead in

abolishing nuclear weapons in a verifiable and irreversible manner.

Nuclear-weapon States' commitment of Negative Security Assurances is important to ensure

survival of non-nuclear-weapon States and accelerate progress of nuclear disarmament.

Non-nuclear-weapon States demand that nuclear-weapon States commit no-use of nuclear

weapons under any circumstances through unconditional and legally-binding security assurances.

Such demand is legitimate and non-nuclear-weapon States have the right to unconditional

security assurances from nuclear-weapon States.

The DPRK delegation reaffirms its position that nuclear-weapon States should refrain from

nuclear threats and give unequivocal Negative Security Assurances to all non-nuclear-weapon

States.

For the present, nuclear-weapon States should put into practice such measures and actions as

abandonment of nuclear doctrine implying preemptive nuclear strike, elimination of nuclear

threat against other countries, withdrawal of all nuclear weapons deployed in foreign territories

and removal of nuclear umbrella for their allies.

Mr. Chairman,

The nuclear deterrent of the DPRK serves the purpose of deterring the aggression and attack

against the Republic, safeguarding the security of the nation and defending regional peace and

security.

The nuclear deterrent does not, therefore, constitute any threat to non-nuclear-weapon States

that do not take part in the act of aggression or attack on the DPRK.

The DPRK will engage actively, as it did in the past, in the global efforts to realize nuclear

disarmament out of its noble sense of responsibility.

I thank you, Mr. Chairman.
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