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Thank you, Mr Chairman 

Portugal fully aligns with the statement delivered earlier by the European Union. 

70 years after the only and devastating use of nuclear weapons we still live in a 
world haunted by the threat of use of these weapons, seriously endangering the 
prospects of life of present and future generations, our global environment and 
international and national efforts for a sustainable development. Ensuring a safer 
world free of these and other weapons of massive destruction requires all our 
vigilance and tenacious collective work 

The catastrophic humanitarian consequences of any nuclear detonation would 
indeed dramatically challenge Mankind's way of life and, at the end, would put in 
risk its own survival. That is why Portugal fully shares the frustration and dismay 
of many others considering the slow pace of effective nuclear disarmament. 

We follow with great interest the international relevant approaches aimed to 
increase awareness and alert on the catastrophic implications that would result 
from any use, intentional or by accident, of nuclear weapons. We also believe that 
those approaches must be highlighted in all discussions and efforts towards 
nuclear disarmament. 

Mr. Chairman, 

Portugal agrees that nuclear disarmament, in order to be effective and global, 
requires building-up a truly cooperative and co1lective set of conditions, including 
the establishment of broad international mechanisms ensuring verification and 
irreversibility. But as have already stated last year, this should not be construed as 
justification for delaying or, even worse, justifying the absence of any concrete step 
on nuclear disarmament. 

The Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT) remains the 
cornerstone of nuclear disarmament and non-proliferation international 
endeavors. In the same way, the NPT offers the crucial international legal 
framework for the promotion of peaceful uses of nuclear energy. We share the 
deep disappointment of so many others with the inability of the recently-held 
Review Conference to achieve a final consensual outcome. We believe that the 
small progresses verified during its month-long discussions should be used as a 
basis of work for the next review cycle negotiations. 



Mr. Chairman, 

Being part of a treaty requires its full and faithful implementation. At this regard 
we regret persistent situations of non-compliance of the Treaty in what regards its 
non-proliferation pillar. Portugal urges DPRK to fully abide by its international 
obligations, including relevant Resolutions adopted by the UN Security Council and 
the IAEA Board of Governors. We also all call on the Syrian Arab Republic to 
comply with the Resolution adopted in 2011 by the IAEA Board of Governors. Only 
by clarifying the outstanding issues related to their nuclear programs, can the 
international community be assured of its peaceful nature. 

On other hand, we feel very encouraged by the remarkable achievements related 
to the Iran nuclear program. 

Mr Chairman, 

The entry into force of the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty (CTBT) is of 
key importance to the advancement of the goals of nuclear non-proliferation, as we 
have testified during the Art9 XIV Conference that took place on 29 September. We 
urge all those States that have yet to ratify it to do so at the earliest date possible 
and meanwhile to observe a moratorium on nuclear test explosions. 

Despite the fact the negotiations of a Fissile Material Cut-off Treaty (FMCT) 
have not yet started, the GGE report deserve our entire support and we would like 
to commend its conclusions in order to proceed with the beginning of effective and 
multilateral negotiations. 

Mr Chairman, 

I'll conclude reaffirming that Portugal strongly supports the establishment of a 
Middle East Zone free of nuclear weapons and all other weapons of mass 
destruction and its means of delivery. Portugal believes that it is crucial to remain 
seized of the implementation of the 1995 Resolution on the Middle East, guided by 
the Action Plan of the 2010 NPT Review Conference. 

I thank you, Mr Chairman. 


