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Mr. Chair,  

I have the honour of taking the floor on behalf of Malaysia, New Zealand, Nigeria, 

Sweden, Switzerland and my own country Chile to address the issue of De-alerting, or 

decreasing the operational readiness of nuclear weapons systems. 

Our countries have been calling since 2007 for practical steps to address the significant 

number of nuclear weapons remaining on high alert. We remain deeply concerned that, 

notwithstanding the low level of transparency on this issue, experts estimate that 

hundreds of missiles carrying roughly 1,800 warheads are ready to be launched within a 

matter of minutes. 

Reducing the operational status of nuclear weapons has been recognised as a concrete 

measure contributing to progress on nuclear disarmament, for example as one of the 13 

practical steps agreed at the 2000 NPT Review Conference and as part of action 5 in the 

Action Plan agreed at the NPT Review Conference in 2010.  It is also a key element in 

risk reduction, given that high alert levels significantly multiply the risks posed by 

nuclear weapons including those of accidental, erroneous or precipitous launch.  In 

addition, de-alerting can contribute to diminishing the role and significance of nuclear 

weapons in military and security concepts, doctrines and policies.   

In the final document of the 2010 Review Conference, the nuclear-weapon States 

undertook to consider the legitimate interest of non-nuclear-weapon States in further 

reducing the operational status of nuclear weapons systems.  That interest has not 



diminished. Rather, since 2010, the focus on the catastrophic humanitarian 

consequences of nuclear weapons has led to a widely shared understanding that the risks 

associated with nuclear weapons are higher than previously understood.  This further 

underlines the unacceptable risks associated with high levels of alert.  

The evidence presented in the context of the humanitarian initiative and at the Oslo, 

Nayarit and Vienna Conferences has served to highlight the urgent necessity of 

achieving the total elimination of nuclear weapons, which would provide the only 

guarantee against the eventuality of their use. Pending this achievement, nuclear- 

weapon States must constructively engage on the issue of de-alerting and take urgent 

concrete action to reduce further the operational status of nuclear weapons systems, 

thereby diminishing risks and advancing the security of us all.  

Mr. Chair,  

A wide range of possible practical steps have been discussed by various experts and 

commissions, including technical measures to reduce readiness or storing warheads 

separately from the delivery system.  Our group also put forward a number of 

recommendations in Working Paper 21, which we submitted to the 2015 NPT Review 

Conference.   This paper proposed a number of practical de-alerting measures.  In 

addition, it called on nuclear Weapon States to implement measures with regard to 

nuclear doctrines, postures and force structures so as to enable further reductions in the 

level of alert of nuclear weapons, and recommended further measures towards 

confidence-building, risk reduction and transparency. To similar effect, we would note 

the report of the Global Zero Commission on Nuclear Risk Reduction, which was 

released at an event during the NPT Review Conference, sponsored by New Zealand, 

Sweden and Switzerland.  

Although our group is not running a resolution on de-alerting in this 70th session of the 

UNGA we will certainly be doing so in the future as well, more generally, as pursuing 



the recommendations of our Working Paper in all other relevant fora including in the 

next NPT Review Cycle and in any relevant body established by this General Assembly.   

Thank you.


