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Mr Chairman, 

Let me join previous speakers in congratulating you on assuming this very important post and 

assure you of my delegation’s full support. Hungary fully associates itself with the statement 

delivered by the EU. However, I would like to make a few remarks from our national 

perspective. 

Mr Chairman, 

This year we have witnessed both positive and negative developments in the field of 

disarmament, arms control and non-proliferation, an area fundamental for ensuring that our 

collective ambition of a more stable and secure world is fulfilled. The first outstanding event 

of the year was the 2015 Review Conference of the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT). 

Although there was no consensus on a final document of the Review Conference, the NPT 

remains the cornerstone of the global nuclear non-proliferation regime and the fundamental 

framework to pursue multilateral nuclear disarmament. Therefore, we need to reiterate our 

firm commitment to the fulfilment of the objectives of the Treaty and the comprehensive 

Action Plan adopted by the 2010 Review Conference.  

As far as nuclear disarmament is concerned, Hungary shares the ultimate goal of a world free 

of nuclear weapons, a noble objective, which is at the heart of the United Nations 

disarmament activities. We do our utmost to contribute to the efforts aimed at nuclear 

disarmament in accordance with article VI of the NPT. In our view this goal can only be 

achieved through a gradual and inclusive process by taking concrete and practical steps, 

which fully engage nuclear weapon states and, at the same time, promote international 

security and stability.    

In our view, an essential building block, still missing from the legal architecture of nuclear 

disarmament and non-proliferation, is a comprehensive ban on nuclear tests. This was the 

motive why two years ago Hungary, together with Indonesia, chose to undertake the duties of 

Article XIV Co-Coordinator of the CTBT to promote the entry into force and universalization 

of the Treaty. While doing so, Hungary has put particular emphasis on contacts with African 

countries. We are pleased that during our tenure, three states, including two from the African 

continent, joined the CTBT community. It is reassuring that after the end of our term at the 

Article XIV Ministerial Conference held this September, two countries truly dedicated to the 

objectives of the Treaty, namely Japan and Kazakhstan, will carry on this important duty. In 

line with our national commitment, Hungary will also remain engaged in promoting the entry 

into force of the CTBT.  

Another concrete step towards a world free of nuclear weapons would be starting negotiations 

on a Fissile Material Cut off Treaty (FMCT) verifiably banning the production of fissile 

material for nuclear weapons or other nuclear explosive devices. Concluding a non-

discriminatory, multilateral, internationally and effectively verifiable FMCT would constitute 

a significant contribution to both nuclear disarmament and non-proliferation. By limiting the 

amount of direct use materials the FMCT would also contribute to the implementation of the 
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NPT, including its Article VI obligations. Hungary was privileged to be a member of the 

Group of Governmental Experts set up by the General Assembly to make recommendations 

on the possible aspects that could contribute to future negotiations of a treaty. In our view, 

under its competent Canadian chairmanship, the GGE had substantive and constructive 

discussions on a broad range of issues and, in accordance with its mandate, was able to 

produce a consensus final report. The report provides the international community with a full 

picture of the complexity of the issue and a detailed analysis of the available options. We 

hope that the report of the GGE, with its conclusions and recommendations, will facilitate the 

commencement of negotiations without further delay on an FMCT, as part of a balanced and 

comprehensive program of work for the Conference on Disarmament (CD). 

Hungary considers nuclear security as an increasingly important aspect of non-proliferation 

efforts and also a critical element in the peaceful uses of nuclear energy. Although the 

responsibility for nuclear security rests with states, in our globalized world no state can ensure 

effective nuclear security on its own. Hence, international cooperation in this field has 

become indispensable and the Nuclear Security Summit (NSS) process is an excellent 

example for that. In a mere five years it has produced high-level political commitments and 

greatly facilitated national efforts with regard to mitigating the threat of nuclear and 

radiological terrorism. Hungary is honored to participate in the NSS process and to have 

served as the co-coordinator of the working group on the IAEA which plays a central role in 

this area. We are convinced that the NSS summit, to be held in Washington DC next spring, 

will be an important milestone in our endeavors to strengthen WMD control in general and to 

improve nuclear security, in particular.  

Mr. Chairman,  

Cluster munitions fall into the category of conventional weapons, which cause such harm and 

human suffering, especially to civilian populations, that the need has emerged to ban them. 

Therefore, we are deeply concerned about recent reports on the use of cluster munitions in 

different parts of the word. Since its adoption, the number of States Parties to the Convention 

on Cluster Munitions (CCM) has grown fast to reach as many as 96. However, we consider it 

important to continue with the universalization efforts in order to achieve a critical mass of 

States Parties. We are confident that with its successful First Review Conference held this 

September, where States Parties did not only take stock of the progress achieved so far, but 

have taken some key decisions for the next five years as well, the Convention has left behind 

the initial phase of its existence. It entered a new, mature, but not less challenging phase on its 

journey towards fulfilling its goal of a world free of cluster munitions.  

Mr. Chairman,  

The Arms Trade Treaty (ATT) has been an important priority for Hungary since the very 

beginning. We are convinced that, if properly implemented, it can prevent or at least cut down 

the illicit trade in arms and their diversion to the illicit market, or for unauthorized end users, 

ultimately, saving the lives of millions of people. The fact that my country signed and ratified 

the Treaty among the first ones is clear testimony to that. We are pleased that the Treaty could 
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enter into force already in 2014, and the First Conference of the States Parties could be held in 

August this year. We are satisfied that a number of key decisions laying down the foundations 

of a functioning treaty structure, among others an efficient set of rules of procedure, 

sustainable and equitable financial arrangements, the seat and the interim head of the 

Secretariat, were taken in Cancun. At the same time, we are aware that implementation 

remains the key challenge and for that we need a well-defined permanent reporting tool 

providing maximum transparency within the scope of the Treaty. It is only by fulfilling the 

obligations undertaken as States Parties to the Treaty that we can render it a real milestone in 

the regulation of the international trade in conventional arms. We also have to keep in mind 

that some of the key players in the international arms market have yet to ratify the Treaty. 

Therefore, we must continue reaching out to them as well, as part of our universalization 

efforts. 

Mr. Chairman,  

Last but not least, let me remind delegations that Hungary, following the practice of previous 

years, has prepared a draft resolution on the Convention on the Prohibition of the 

Development, Production and Stockpiling of Bacteriological (Biological) and Toxin Weapons 

and Their Destruction (BTWC), a fundamental pillar of the international community’s effort 

against the proliferation of weapons of mass destruction. The 40
th

 anniversary of the entry 

into force of the Convention last March also served as a reminder that we must commit 

ourselves to its preservation and further strengthening. The 8
th

 Review Conference of the 

BTWC to be held in late 2016 after the end of the current intersessional cycle offers an 

excellent opportunity to do so. Hungary attaches great importance to having a transparent and 

inclusive preparation process of the Review Conference allowing for due and balanced 

consideration of both substantial and procedural issues related to the review of the Convention 

and its implementation. We hope that, as it has been the case every year so far, the resolution 

will again be adopted by consensus.  

  

 


