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Mr. Chairman, 

Since this is the first time I take the floor, let me first congratulate you on assuming 
this position and ensure you of my delegation's full support and cooperation during 
this committee. 

Sweden aligns itself with the statements made by the European Union and by Finland 
on behalf of the Nordic countries. I now would like to add a couple of comments 
from a national perspective. 

70 years ago, the world was tom apart by war, tens of millions of people were killed, 
murdered or displaced and nuclear weapons were used for the first time leading to 
destruction and suffering on a scale that no one ever thought a single weapon could 
cause. 

Today, we again witness a world in strife, entire countries being tom apart by war 
and regional conflict, millions of people leaving their homes in search of safety. 

In this increasingly unsafe world, over 16 000 nuclear weapons still remain, the vast 
majority of these far more powerful than the bombs that were dropped on Hiroshima 
and Nagasaki. The risk to humanity and to the world we know that these weapons 
pose in the current security environment cannot be exaggerated. In a world 
characterized by tensions, there is an increased risk that nuclear weapons will be 
used, by accident, miscalculation or design and that non-state actors may acquire 
these weapons. 

It is imperative that nuclear weapons never be used again under any circumstances 
and that the norm against any use is firmly upheld until we have achieved the total 
elimination of nuclear weapons to which all countries have committed themselves. 
To achieve and maintain a nuclear weapon fkee world is the only real guarantee 
against nuclear weapons being used again. 

It is also 70 years ago sincelhe United Nations was established, giving hope to a 
world then destroyed that a better future for humanity was possible, a democratic 
world in which all people were treated equally and had the same rights and 
obligations. With the UN, the rule of law and the treaty based international system 
was firmly put in place including for disarmament and non-proliferation. 
Painstakingly, we started to build the system on which modern international 
cooperation is founded. Treaty upon treaty, agreement upon agreement, slowly but 
surely, we have built a web of mutually reinforcing instruments and international 
organizations meant to keep us safe and secure and avoid a repeat of the past. 



We now have a choice. We can continue the construction of a collective security 
system. Or we can allow ourselves to move towards more polarization and away from 
multilateralism. In the current security environment, this would be extremely 
dangerous. 

There are positive examples. The Iran nuclear deal should be welcomed. As should 
the entry into force of the Arms Trade Treaty. But with barrel bombs and the use of 
chemical weapons in Syria and IraqJ cluster munitions applied in many on-going 
conflicts, and the use of SALW killing over 200,000 people yearly, we need to do 
much more. 

Existing rule of law needs to be extended into new areas of human activity, especially 
regarding cyber space. Additional rules and norms need to be developed to ensure 
peace and long-term sustainability of the outer space environment, and to deal with 
emerging weapons systems such as LAWS as well as existing ones such as the most 
dangerous one of them all, nuclear weapons. 

Human beings, women, men and children, their welfare and their security, need to be 
front and center when wt? consider additional measures on disarmament and 
international security. We welcome the humanitarian approach to nuclear weapons 
and are proud to be part of the humanitarian initiative which went from being an 
effort by a small group of states to the platform of nearly 160 countries including all 
the five Nordic countries. To continue to pursue the humanitarian narrative is 
essential and we look forward to further attention being given to the impact of 
nuclear weapons also in parts of the world and in countries possessing nuclear 
weapons where that narrative has not yet taken hold. 

We need to move further and faster on nuclear disarmament. The work that was 
accomplished in the OEWG a couple of years back needs to be built upon and taken 
forward. We want to see a reestablished OEWG as strong as possible and with the 
broadest possible participation so that what is achieved will make a real and concrete 
difference on the ground. In light of their commitments, it is the obligation of 
countries with nuclear weapons to participate constructively in this work. 

We look forward to working with all delegations to make a difference on 
disarmament in this Committee, to strengthen the rule of law, the United Nations and 
the multilateral system. 

Thank you, Mr Chairman. 
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