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Monsieur le President, 

La proliferation et I'utilisation possible d'armes de destruction massive, 
qu'elles soient nucleaires, chimiques ou biologiques, restent parmi les 
defis les plus pressants pour la paix et la securite mondiales. Travailler 
ensemble pour renforcer les regimes existants de non-proliferation et 
de desarmement, ainsi que les normes connexes, n'est pas tant un 
choix politique qu'un imperatif de securite; nous sommes appeles a 
faire tout en notre possible pour eviter que ces armes horribles ne 
soient de nouveau utilisees. 

Par ailleurs, nous devons redoubler d'efforts afin de nous assurer que 
tous les pays respectent leurs obligations internationales en matiere de 
non-proliferation et de desarmement. La communaute internationale 
ne peut et ne devrait pas tolerer les menaces constantes envers la 
securite regionale et mondiale par des ttats qui ne respectent pas ces 
obligations. Ces ~ ta ts ,  comme I'lran, la Coree du Nord et la Syrie, 
doivent se conformer pleinement a leurs obligations internationales. 

Au cours de la derniere annee, les efforts deployes par la communaute 
de la non-proliferation et du desarmement ont eu des resultats mitiges. 
Dans un contexte mondial tendu, il est important que nous 
surmontions nos differences afin de realiser des progres vers notre 
interet commun qui est de prevenir la proliferation et I'utilisation des 
armes de destruction massive et des matieres connexes. La seule 
solution consiste a b&tir sur nos succes et a poursuivre nos efforts 
avec un engagement inebranlable pour obtenir des resultats concrets. 

Mr. Chair, 



Canada was disappointed that no consensus was possible on the 
outcome document at the 201 5 Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty 
Review Conference. Despite this, a pressing need remains for all 
states to fulfht their nuclear non-proliferation obligations and 
disarmament commitments, and to work together to strengthen the 
multilateral nuclear non-proliferation and disarmament regime. 

In this context, Canada continues to call - as a matter of urgency - for 
the immediate launching of negotiations of a Fissile Material Cut-off 
Treaty. We were honoured to Chair the Group of Governmental 
Experts related to such a treaty and we warmly welcome its final 
consensus report released in June. This report draws on the Group's 
substantive and technical discussions on aspects of a future treaty, 
and will undoubtedly provide useful signposts for future negotiators. 
Although important differences in perspective remain, we believe that 
the Group's experts developed a deeper appreciation of the various 
options for a future FMCT, and a realization that their positions were 
not as divergent as originally thought. We hope that all delegations will 
read the report thoroughly and consider ways to help advance toward 
negotiations. To further this discussion, we invite delegations to attend 
a presentation on the outcomes of the Group of Governmental Experts 
by its Chair, Elissa Golberg, during the plenary session on October 20" 
beginning at 1 Oam. Canada also looks forward to submitting an FMCT 
resolution at this session of the First Committee that builds upon the 
significant work carried out by the GGE. 

Mr. Chair, 

Strengthening non-proliferation bodies and norms remains a priority. 
Despite these and many other efforts, proliferation continues to be a 
threat to international peace and security. We need to take action in 
the face of non-compliance that threatens to undermine security and 
stability. 



In this regard, Canada remains deeply skeptical of lran's nuclear 
ambitions. We believe that a nuclear-armed lran would not only have 
devastating consequences for regional stability and security, but would 
also damage the integrity of the global nuclear non-proliferation 
regime. We appreciate the efforts of the P5+1 that resulted in the Joint 
Comprehensive Plan of Action with lran. At the same time we will 
judge lran by its actions, not its words. Canada will therefore continue 
to support the essential role of the International Atomic Energy Agency 
to monitor and verify lran's implementation of its commitments. 
Canada firmly believes that it is essential that questions surrounding 
the possible military dimensions of lran's nuclear program be 
satisfactorily resolved in order for the international community to have 
confidence in the exclusively peaceful nature of lran's nuclear 
program. 

North Korea's blatant disregard for its international obligations and 
defiance of successive UN Security Council resolutions represents a 
threat to international peace and security. Canada calls on North Korea 
to cease its nuclear, ballistic missile and space launch vehicle 
programs which are in clear violation of successive UN Security 
Council Resolutions. North Korea's claims that it possesses the 
capability to both miniaturize nuclear weapons and launch a ballistic 
missile from a submarine are provocative and destabilizing. In this 
vein, we strongly urge North Korea to refrain from further nuclear tests 
or launches involving ballistic missile technology. 

With respect to Syria, we commend the tremendous work by the 
OPCW to eliminate Syria's chemical weapons program. To date, 
Canada's Global Partnership Program has contributed $1 7 million 
towards the OPCW's efforts to destroy Syria's chemical weapons. We 
call on Syria to fully comply with UN Security Council Resolution 21 18 
to ensure the prompt resolution of all ambiguities with regards to its 
declaration, and that Syria carry out its obligation of completely 
destroying its remaining chemical weapons facilities. Canada is also 
gravely concerned by continued use of chlorine-based weapons in 



Syria. The perpetrators of these heinous acts are in clear violation of 
international humanitarian law and need to be held accountable. 
Canada welcomes and fully supports UNSCR 2235, which provides 
the international framework for the creation of a Joint Investigative 
Mechanism to identify those who have committed these crimes that we 
hope will eventually help to bring the culprits to justice. 

Monsieur le President, 

Pour ce qui est de la question des armes conventionnelles, nous nous 
rejouissons des resultats positifs de la troisieme Conference d'examen 
de la Convention sur I'interdiction des mines antipersonnel qui, sous la 
direction du Mozambique, a abouti a un ordre du jour ambitieux et a la 
creation d'un nouveau Comite sur le respect des obligations fonde sur 
la cooperation. Nous attendons avec impatience la prochaine Reunion 
des   tats parties a la Convention et nous encourageons tous les   tats 
qui ne I'ont pas encore fait a adherer a la Convention. 

Le Canada est heureux d'avoir participe a la Premiere conference 
d'examen de la Convention sur les armes a sous-munitions, a titre 
d ' ~ t a t  partie. Le Canada n'a jamais utilise de sous-munitions dans ses 
propres operations militaires et il a detruit tous ses stocks de ces 
armes. Nous demeurons engages a remedier a I'impact humanitaire 
des mines et des sous-munitions et nous avons consacre plus de 
223 millions de dollars a cet effort depuis 2006. Nous encourageons 
tous les   tats qui ne I'ont pas encore fait a adherer a la Convention. 

Mr. Chair, 

In the context of an uncertain global security environment, it is more 
important than ever to devote the necessary political will to revitalizing 
the international non-proliferation and disarmament regime. It is our 
hope that this session of the First Committee will be productive and 
provide direction towards meaningful progress to build upon our 



successes and address our challenges. Canada stands ready to 
support you in this effort. 
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