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Thank you, Mr. Chairman.   

On behalf of the United States Delegation, let me congratulate Senegal on its 
election to the Chairmanship of the 2015 session of the UN Disarmament 
Commission.  Mr. Ambassador, thank you so very much for all you have done thus 
far to advance our work.  In the coming days, you may count on the full support of 
the United States as you fulfill your important responsibilities. 

We also congratulate the other members of the Commission’s Bureau for their 
elections.  In addition, we thank the 2014 UNDC Chairman, Ambassador Drobnjak 
of Croatia, for his intrepid efforts, both last year and this year, to help set this 
Commission on a productive course. 

Also, please allow me to welcome the Secretary-General’s decision to appoint 
Ambassador Kim Won-soo as the Acting High Representative for Disarmament, 
and express our gratitude for the able contributions of High Representative Angela 
Kane. 

The 2015 NPT Review Conference 

Mr. Chairman, as you know, the Disarmament Commission is meeting on the eve 
of the 2015 Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) Review Conference 
(RevCon). 

The NPT remains critical to our common security.  Protecting its authority, while 
strengthening its implementation in all its aspects, are goals that all States Parties 
to the Treaty share, and that should guide our respective approaches to the 
upcoming RevCon. 
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The NPT is an essential foundation for efforts to prevent the spread of nuclear 
weapons, to achieve the peace and security of a world without nuclear weapons, 
and to promote the peaceful uses of nuclear energy.  These three mutually 
reinforcing “pillars” benefit all NPT Parties.  All Parties should support and 
strengthen them. 

 
At the RevCon, we look forward to working with all States Parties to advance 
realistic, achievable objectives.  We believe there are many areas where we could 
reach consensus on concrete measures to strengthen the NPT.  We hope that 
Parties will not allow divisive agendas to stand in the way of reaching the broadest 
possible consensus. 
 
The Action Plan approved by consensus in 2010 was an unprecedented, 
breakthrough achievement.  The RevCon provides an opportunity to reaffirm the 
Action Plan, take stock of its implementation, and update it where possible.   
 
At the RevCon, the United States will pursue a balanced agenda across all three 
pillars.  We will seek to ensure that IAEA safeguards remain effective and robust 
and to uphold the Treaty’s integrity by addressing noncompliance.   

 
We will detail our strong record on nuclear disarmament, our commitment to 
pursue further steps toward that goal, and our leading role in promoting peaceful 
nuclear energy. 

Mr. Chairman, 

In the realm of disarmament, a central focus of this Commission, allow me to take 
a few moments to highlight some very positive recent developments that we 
believe will further the common global effort to achieve a world without nuclear 
weapons. 

P5 Conference Process 
 
The sixth P5 Conference was held in London from February 4-5, 2015.  The 
United States thanks the United Kingdom for hosting this very successful event. 

 
As the final Conference statement noted:  “In reaffirming their commitment 
towards achieving a world without nuclear weapons in accordance with the goals 
of the NPT, the P5 reflected on the contribution that the P5 Process has made in 
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developing the mutual confidence and transparency among the P5 that is essential 
to make progress towards multilateral nuclear disarmament.”   

 
The dialogue among the P5, at high political levels as well as experts, continues to 
increase transparency and confidence-building.  The P5 Process illustrates our 
collective commitment to address challenges to the NPT and advance shared NPT 
objectives.  This is an important collaborative process, creating opportunities for 
increased technical and cooperative engagement. 
 
Future P5 multilateral negotiations will build on the interaction, cooperation and 
trust-building that is happening now. 
 
International Partnership on Nuclear Disarmament Verification (“The 
Partnership”) 
 
In Prague in December 2014, Under Secretary of State Rose Gottemoeller 
announced a new initiative by the United States to form an International 
Partnership for Nuclear Disarmament Verification.  The Partnership will provide a 
means to pursue technical work relating to nuclear disarmament goals.  

 
The United States was pleased to host the kick-off Plenary Meeting of the 
Partnership from March 19 to 20, in Washington, DC.  Officials from 26 states 
participated, including both nuclear-weapon State and non-nuclear-weapon State 
NPT Parties.   
 
The United States launched the initiative in concert with the Nuclear Threat 
Initiative (NTI).  We believe that NTI’s rich experience, including its recent 
project on “Innovating Verification,” will be a valuable contribution to this effort. 

 
The principal goals of the Partnership are to 1) build international capacity among 
states with and without nuclear weapons, 2) improve and broaden the 
understanding of the challenges inherent in nuclear disarmament verification and 
monitoring; and 3) provide international leadership by facilitating technical 
progress toward meeting these challenges.  The work of the Partnership will be 
technical in nature and led by technical experts.   
 
This exciting and ambitious new endeavor will address these goals through 
dialogue among officials and experts from the participating countries, as well as 
independent technical experts.  This will be a long-term process.  We made good 
progress in our first meeting; we had a good, open discussion on potential areas of 
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interest and collaboration.  We believe such cooperation will promote increased 
international understanding of, and confidence in, the monitoring and verification 
of future nuclear arms control and disarmament agreements.  All have an interest 
in the success of these efforts.   
 
We look forward to continuing Partnership efforts, and thank Norway for agreeing 
to host the next plenary meeting in Oslo this fall. 
 
Fissile Material Cutoff Treaty (FMCT) UN Group of Governmental Experts 
(GGE) 
 
Mr.Chairman,  
 
The negotiation of a Fissile Material Cutoff Treaty or FMCT is the next logical 
step on the multilateral nuclear disarmament agenda.  It would establish a cap on 
fissile material available for use in nuclear weapons and other nuclear explosive 
devices.  The United States has not produced highly enriched uranium for use in 
nuclear weapons since 1964, and has not produced plutonium for use in nuclear 
weapons since 1989. 
 
We are committed to maintaining this moratorium on fissile material production, 
and encourage other states to maintain or adopt such moratoria.  The United States 
continues to seek the immediate commencement of negotiations on an FMCT, and 
the Conference on Disarmament (CD) remains our preferred venue. 
 
The recent FMCT UN Group of Governmental Experts (GGE) discussions were 
the most substantive in years.  It is our hope that the GGE final report will motivate 
and revitalize the dialogue on FMCT within the CD, helping to remove the 
blockage of negotiations there.  Our expert worked to ensure that the GGE final 
report not only reflects the full range of issues discussed, but also the full range of 
expert views on those issues, as envisioned in the Shannon Report (CD/1299).  
 
The Shannon Report captures the one element on which all agree – the need to ban 
the production of fissile material for use in nuclear weapons or other nuclear 
explosive devices.  All else should be the subject of consensus negotiations in the 
CD, and it’s high-time for the CD to get on with it, Mr. Chairman. 
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The UNDC’S 2015-2017 Agenda:  Outer Space TCBMs an ideal topic  

Regarding the UNDC’s agenda, we have noted in this Commission since April 
2014 that outer space Transparency and Confidence-Building Measures, or 
TCBMs, are an ideal topic for in-depth consideration as part of the Commission’s 
agenda for the 2015-2017 issue cycle.  Many other Member States assembled here 
today have expressed similar support for including such an item on the UNDC’s 
agenda. 
 
Mr. Chairman, the United States is committed to the stable, sustainable, and 
peaceful use and protection of outer space to support the vital interests of all 
nations. 
 
In this regard, the United States was pleased to co-sponsor with Russia and China 
UN General Assembly Resolutions 68/50 and 69/38.  Both resolutions refer the 
recommendations contained in the report of the consensus 2013 Group of 
Governmental Experts (GGE) on Transparency and Confidence-Building Measures 
in Outer Space Activities (A/68/189) to the UNDC for consideration.   
 
Both resolutions were adopted by the General Assembly without a vote.  
Resolution 69/38 also calls for a joint ad hoc meeting of the UNGA’s First and 
Fourth Committees to address possible challenges to space security and 
sustainability. 
 
In addition to the current agenda items on “Recommendations for achieving the 
objective of nuclear disarmament and non-proliferation of nuclear weapons,” and 
“Practical confidence-building measures in the field of conventional weapons,” the 
United States believes the Commission should establish a third agenda item on 
“Recommendations for the implementation of Transparency and Confidence-
Building Measures in Outer Space activities,” in furtherance of previous UNGA 
Resolutions, including 69/77.  
 
A UNDC working group on outer space TCBMs should take into account 
discussions on this topic in the CD, and the UN Committee on the Peaceful Uses of 
Outer Space (COPUOS), which also received the GGE report for consideration.  
These discussions include consideration by the COPUOS of relevant aspects of 
A/68/189 during its 58th session this June in Vienna. 
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When Member States agree to add the topic of outer space TCBMs to the 
Commission’s agenda, this development could be noted at the joint ad hoc meeting 
of the First and Fourth Committees scheduled for this October here in New York. 

Mr. Chairman, as we work to finalize full agreement on the Commission’s agenda 
for the 2015-2017 issue cycle, please allow me to express my confidence in your 
ability to foster continuing consultations on developing a consensus agenda 
emblematic of Member States’ priorities, in particular with regard to outer space 
TCBMs.   

The United States looks forward to addressing the issues before the Commission in 
the coming years, wishes the Chairs of the respective Working Groups best wishes, 
and will do its part to facilitate a positive outcome.   

Thank you for your attention. 

 


