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Mr. Chairman, 

 

I would like to begin with congratulating you and the Bureau members as well as the Chairs 

of the Working Groups for your elections and wish you all success in your efforts to steer the 

United Nations Disarmament Commission in its new substantial session. I also want to thank 

to H. E. Ambassador Mr. Drobjnak from Croatia, for his dedicated chairmanship in the 

previous substantial session and facilitating role in the organization of the current one. My 

delegation is fully aware of the challenging task that you have assumed, and therefore express 

its readiness to work closely with you and the Bureau in order to achieve a successful 

outcome at the end of this present session. 

 

As we all very well know, the UNDC, which was established as the main specialized and 

deliberative body on disarmament affairs of the General Assembly at its First Special Session 

devoted to disarmament, has been in deadlock for nearly 16 years. Thus our common aim 

should be to find ways and means that can once again enable this body to formulate consensus 

principles, guidelines and recommendations on disarmament as was the case long ago. 

 

Mr. Chairman, 

 

In each and every substantial session that we fail to bring about a consensus recommendation 

to the UN General Assembly, the UNDC’s credibility and relevance erodes within the 

disarmament machinery. Over the years, this has become a critical impediment in taking 

disarmament affairs forward. However, in the face of the present security circumstances, 

shaky geopolitics and overwhelming challenges on one hand, but also new opportunities on 

the other, such as the entry into force of the Arms Trade Treaty and the important 

breakthrough in nuclear negotiations with Iran, and in light of emerging trends in nuclear 

disarmament, and bearing in mind the increasing role of the civil society, the UNDC now has 

to recapture its designed role and carry on its mandate without further due. Without doubt, 

this will depend on the extent to which we can show flexibility in a collective fashion. 

 

So we are happy to see that, after long consultations, we have finally come up with the agenda 

of the new triennial cycle in line with the UNGA Resolution 69/77 entitled “Report of the 

Disarmament Commission. The two items agenda will allow us to focus on nuclear 

disarmament and non-proliferation as well as confidence building measures on conventional 



 

   

arms in the new triennial cycle. We believe that constructive approaches are essential for the 

success. When we look at the impasses that stumbled the way of the UNDC, we realize that 

too static, declaratory stances, and lack of flexibility are among the main reasons of the 

current deadlock. 

 

Mr. Chairman, 

 

Achieving tangible results in the UNDC requires to address core issues on its agenda in a 

good faith. So, I would like to emphasize my delegation’s strong desire to contribute to 

consensual outcomes both in the Working Group I on nuclear disarmament and non-

proliferation and the Working Group II on practical confidence-building measures in the field 

of conventional weapons. We are ready to support any consensus that could emerge in this 

room. 

 

I would like to reiterate my delegation’s firm belief that any consensus recommendation to the 

UNGA by the UNDC will be an important achievement. This can only be achieved through 

enough flexibility and political will, abandoning maximalist approaches, and keeping in mind 

this body’s deliberative nature, whereby its recommendations are not binding. This will prove 

that the UNDC is not totally detached from the realities on the ground and that a relevant and 

result oriented triennial cycle is possible. 

 

However, if the linkage problem between the Working Groups occurs once again like the last 

substantial session, it will be useless to seek consensus in one Working Group particularly. 

This might be a non-starter for the work of the UNDC. Therefore, my delegation maintains 

the idea that each Working Group’s work should be treated separately. Otherwise, seeking 

ways and means of advancing the work of the UNDC through practical measures like the 

inclusion of a third agenda item –even if we decide upon in the future- will not yield expected 

outcome. 

 

Mr. Chairman, 

 

Today one can talk about a new state of affairs concerning international peace and security. 

We cannot completely understand these new circumstances without paying due attention to 

the issue of complexity: all security threats have somehow become interrelated, yet each has 

different underlying dynamics; and disarmament, as an issue of security in the first instance, 



 

   

cannot be detached from this complex environment. The concept of security today is not just 

confined to the realm of states; we defend peace and security for our peoples who strive for 

them. We recognize the role of the civil society in this regard. We want disarmament for our 

peoples and for our future generations. We are aware of the growing interest in the 

humanitarian dimension vis-à-vis nuclear disarmament. Turkey so far participated in the three 

conferences on the humanitarian consequences of nuclear weapons. Yet, not only nuclear, but 

also chemical and biological weapons have humanitarian consequences, and we have 

unfortunately and regrettably been witnessing this stark reality at every chemical weapons 

attack in Syria. The latest chlorine attacks by the regime forces constitute a grave breach of 

international humanitarian law. These realities should not be disregarded when we deal issues 

of capital importance for the world peace. Therefore, Turkey expects that the OPCW 

investigates these incidents while the UN Security Council ensures the implementation of its 

own resolutions 2118 and 2209 in order to hold accountable the perpetrators of these attacks. 

Moreover, the UNDC as a forum for discussion on disarmament matters, should also play a 

role and take this issue into consideration in its future deliberations. 

  

Mr. Chairman, 

 

In three weeks, the 2015 Review Conference of the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of 

Nuclear Weapons will start here in New York. The NPT remains as the cornerstone of the 

nuclear non-proliferation regime and a crucial building block in the nuclear disarmament 

negotiations. With its equally important and mutually reinforcing three pillars, the NPT’s has 

enhanced international security for decades. Now it is incumbent on all of us to ensure that 

the upcoming Review Conference achieves a successful outcome. 

 

Meanwhile, any breakthrough that we could attain in the UNDC would be a good prelude to 

the Review Conference. We should seize the opportunity of last week’s understanding 

between Iran and the P5+1 countries on Iran’s nuclear programme and draw necessary inputs 

for our Commission’s work. 

 

Turkey who is a staunch advocate of the right of peaceful use of nuclear energy in conformity 

with the rules and norms set out by the IAEA, has supported these negotiations from the 

outset and now is happy to see that a political understanding for a general framework of a 

final agreement on the nuclear file of Iran could be achieved. Turkey has actively supported 

and substantially contributed to the diplomatic efforts since its UN Security Council 



 

   

membership in 2009-2010, and played a crucial role in the Tehran Joint Declaration back in 

2010. We congratulate the parties for their reasonable, flexible and constructive approach 

during this difficult negotiation process. Turkey views diplomacy as the only option for the 

solution of the problem related to Iran’s nuclear programme. We express our hope that the 

ongoing negotiations between P5+1 and Iran will result in a comprehensive agreement that 

will satisfy all parties concerned and will contribute to the peace, stability and security of the 

region. We stand ready to continue to render our active support to this process. 

 

We hope that the new political framework agreement will be completed with necessary 

technical details by the end of June this year and thoroughly implemented in the years ahead 

without losing sight of the general principle of the undiminished security for all. In the 

absence of the Middle East Conference for establishing a zone free of WMDs since 2012, we 

believe the nuclear deal will help enhance regional and international security. 

 

Mr. Chairman, 

 

Before I conclude, let me reiterate our full support to you, the Bureau members and the Chairs 

of the Working Groups. 

 

Thank you. 


