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Mr. Chair,

At the outset, I wish to join the other speakers in congratulating you on your assumption of the
chairmanship of the UN Disarmament Commission (UNDC) for this year's substantive session. I am

sure that your able stewardship will guide us through our deliberations for the next three weeks to
achieve fruitful outcomes. I assure you of my delegation's full support.

I would like to take this opportunity to also express my deep appreciation to Ms Angela Kane,
UN High Representative for Disarmament Affairs, for her tireless efforts and crucial contributions in

advancing the UN's disarmament and non-proliferation agenda over the past three years.

Mr. Chair,

This year marks the 70th anniversary of the end of the Second World War, as well as the
establishment of the United Nations. Over the decades, the disarmament machinery of the UN has

played a central role in accomplishing important landmarks in disarmament.

While the need for further progress in multilateral disarmament is greater than ever today, it is

regrettable that the UN disarmament bodies, including this Commission, have long ceased to

function as an effective platform to advance our agenda.

If this impasse continues, the Commission will lose its relevance, and soon its very foundation

will be called into question. As the new triennial cycle begins, we must act with ever greater sense of

urgency to bring the work of the Commission back on track.

Mr. Chair,

This year's substantive session of the UNDC is occurring in a dynamic environment. The 2015
NPT Review Conference will commence in just three weeks' time. Last week, the P5+l and Islamic

Republic of Iran have agreed on a framework which would establish an important foundation for the
resolution of the Iranian nuclear issue. The Group of Governmental Experts (GGE) established by the
UN has reached an agreement on its recommendations for the negotiation of a Fissile Material Cut-off

Treaty (FMCT). The Arms Trade Treaty has entered into force, and its first Conference of States
Parties will take place in a few months' time.



The Republic of Korea reaffirms its conviction that the NPT continues to be the cornerstone of
the international nuclear non-proliferation regime. We hope that based on a balanced approach to the

three pillars of the NPT, this year's Review Conference will contribute to further strengthening of
the NPT regime and the implementation of Action Plan of 2010 Review Conference. The

Commission should seize this opportunity to engage in constructive discussions that focus on common

denominators rather than differences, and exert every effort to produce meaningful outcome.

The Republic of Korea welcomes the political framework agreed by the P5+l and the Islamic

Republic of Iran on 2 April. The ROK sincerely hopes that based on this crucial step, the negotiating

parties will soon reach a complete, comprehensive resolution of the Iranian nuclear issue to ensure

the exclusively peaceful nature of the Iranian nuclear program. We once again express our full

support for the negotiation process, and hope that a peaceful, negotiated resolution of Iran's nuclear

issue will set a positive precedent for addressing other critical security challenges of the world.

With regard to confidence-building measures in the field of conventional weapons, the entry into

force of the Arms Trade Treaty (ATT) last year was indeed an encouraging development. This
substantive session should seize on this unique momentum to work toward specific recommendations

on bolstering confidence building mechanism for conventional arms. Continued efforts to achieve

universality of the ATT should be an essential step in this regard.

Mr. Chair,

Even as the international community is taking joint steps toward the shared goal of disarmament,

the North Korean nuclear issue continues to pose a grave challenge to the nuclear non-proliferation

regime. The DPRK is the only country in the world that conducted nuclear tests in the 21 st centu:T,
and is continuing, even as we speak, to advance its nuclear and ballistic missile capabilities in clear

violation of its obligations under the UN Security Council resolutions.

The international community has been clear and consistent in its position that the DPRK cannot

have the status of a nuclear weapon state in accordance with the NPT in any case. We once again

urge the DPRK to abandon all nuclear weapons and existing nuclear programs, including its uranium

enrichment program, in a complete, verifiable and irreversible manner, in compliance with its

international obligations including those under the relevant Security Council resolutions. We hope

that the DPRK will promptly return to a meaningful dialogue on its nuclear issue with a sincere

attitude and commitment toward denuclearization.

Mr. Chair,

In concluding, I would like to reiterate my sincere hope that this Commission will emerge from
the prolonged deadlock to once again serve as a valuable platform for adopting concrete guidelines

and recommendations in the field of disarmament. This is a task that requires all of us to work

together in a spirit of compromise and shared responsibility. We look forward to constructive

discussions over the next three weeks. Thank you.                   /END/


