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UNSCAR 2019 Call for Proposals 

Frequently Asked Questions 

 

 

 

Joint application  

Question: We are three partner organizations jointly implementing a project. How can we fill out the application 
form? 

 
Answer: The application should be submitted under the name of one eligible organization per application, 
who will take sole and full responsibility for project management and contractual obligations. Only the name 
of this eligible organization should be provided in Box 1 of the application form. Two contact persons from the 
same organization should be listed in Box 2. Information on partner organizations should be provided in “Box 
5: Other participating partners” in the Application Form. 

Please note that transfer of funds from the applicant organization to other participating partners is not 
encouraged, unless fully consulted with and approved by UNSCAR. Funds can be disbursed solely from the 
applicant organization as project expenses. This will facilitate UNSCAR's auditing procedure. 

See 2019 Call for Proposals, Section 2.2. 

 

Support from recipient country 

 

Question: Is there any restriction on the scope of recipient countries? Can applicants select any country that they 
deem relevant?  

 

Answer: Applicants should prioritize potential target/recipient countries that submit relevant national reports 
indicating their national need/requests therein.  

UNSCAR will not encourage referral to any target country which has not indicated request for assistance in its 
2018 national report or which has not submitted a national report. 

For a small arms control-related proposal, submission of 2018 national reports on the implementation of the 
UN Programme of Action on small arms and the International Tracing Instrument will be required.  

See 2019 Call for Proposals, section 2.9. 

For a list of requests for Assistance/Indication of Support by Recipient States, See Annex 1 to 2019 Call for 
Proposals. 

https://smallarms.un-arm.org/national-reports
https://smallarms.un-arm.org/national-reports
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Question: Can a civil society organization submit a proposal, which would require coordination with relevant 
national authorities?  

 

Answer: International cooperation and assistance should be rendered upon request ‘in line with the needs 
and priorities of recipient States.’ Applicants should ensure that implementation of UNSCAR-funded activities 
is in full consultation with and supported by national authorities of the recipient government. At the time of 
application, it is expected that you, as an applicant, are already in touch with the relevant national authorities 
and that they have shown interest in your project proposal. 

A written indication of support from a national authority (e.g. e-mail or a letter) may be obtained after the 
application process but must be presented to UNSCAR before the conclusion of a funding agreement. Such 
an indication will be considered as an advantage, if attached to an application to this Call. 

An indication from national authorities is not required, if UNSCAR-funded activities do not support the work of 
national authorities (e.g. target groups of the project are civil society organizations for public awareness 
campaigns).  

See 2019 Call for Proposals, Section 2.9. 

 

Application by States 

Question: Can States submit a proposal? 

 

Answer: A State is not an eligible applicant and cannot submit an application to UNSCAR directly by itself. 
However, State-led proposals have been accepted by UNSCAR, if a State partnership with another eligible 
applicant and have it submit an application on behalf of the State (e.g. Applicant = “UNICEF, on behalf of 
Peru”). In this case, if selected, UNODA will sign an UNSCAR funding agreement only with UNICEF, to 
transfer funds to UNICEF. Please contact UNSCAR for assistance, if a State needs to find a partner for the 
submission of an UNSCAR application. 

 

Efforts to avoid duplication in funding 

Question: Can identical proposals be submitted to UNSCAR and other trust funds? 

 

Answer: Not encouraged. UNSCAR has been making substantial efforts to avoid duplication in funding. In 
this vain, relevant information has been exchanged with the Arms Trade Treaty Voluntary Trust Fund and EU-
funded programmes in an informal manner. Each funding mechanism has its own scope, priorities and 
requirements. UNSCAR, therefore, prefers to finance activities that are most suitable for UNSCAR’s 
objectives.   
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Gender-responsive project design and implementation 

Question: Do gender considerations in project design provide an advantage in the selection process? 

 

Answer: Since 2018, gender considerations are not optional but cross-cutting requirements to be presented 
and explained in all applications. 

All applicants are required to take gender considerations into account in their project planning and 
implementation. Gender considerations may be related to:  

• reduction of gender-based violence through arms regulation; 
• promotion of the meaningful participation and representation of women, in policymaking, planning 

and implementation - processes related to relevant instruments; 
•  collection of gender and age-disaggregated data as indicators to measure successful 

implementation of the project; 
•  supporting gender-mainstreaming in arms regulation policies, programmes and legislation;
• accounting for gendered impacts of the illicit trade in small arms and light weapons; 

• coordination between relevant national authorities (e.g. NatCom) and other authorities responsible for 
women’s affairs or gender equality, as well as women’s civil society groups.  

See 2019 Call for Proposals, Section 2.4. 

 

2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development  

Question: Our proposal has a dimension for the promotion of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. Will 
that increase its chance of being selected? Is it a thematic focus of UNSCAR? 

 

Answer: Equivalent to Gender considerations, the promotion of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development is not optional but a requirement to be articulated and elaborated upon in all applications.  

See 2019 Call for Proposals, Section 2.4. 

 

Secretary-General’s Agenda for Disarmament  

Question: We’re heartened by the launch of the Secretary General’s Agenda for Disarmament in 2018 and the 
rolling out of action plans on UNODA’s website. As a regional organization, we’re looking for ways in which we can 
contribute to that. Are relevant elements from the Agenda weaved into UNSCAR’s 2019 Call for Proposals? 

 

Answer: Yes. UNSCAR encourages promotion and implementation of the Secretary-General’s Agenda for 

Disarmament “Securing Our Common Future” through UNSCAR-funded activities. Possibly applicable Actions 

for the Disarmament Agenda are listed in the application form. 

See 2019 Call for Proposals, Section 2.5; and Application form, Box 13. 

https://www.un.org/disarmament/sg-agenda/en/
https://www.un.org/disarmament/sg-agenda/en/
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Thematic priorities 

Question: We’re interested in exploring ways to promote transparency in the international arms trade and are 

equipped with the relevant expertise. Will UNSCAR consider selecting proposals in this area? 

 

Answer: Yes. Transparency in armaments is one of UNSCAR’s thematic priorities for this year.  

See 2019 Call for Proposals, Section 2.3  

 

Priority will be given to projects which include one or more of the following thematic priorities:  

a. Support the universalization and/or effective implementation of relevant global instruments on arms 

regulation;  

b. Explore synergies between international and regional instruments on arms regulation;  

c. Develop and implement national action plans or other national policies in support of the 

implementation of the Programme of Action or relevant global instruments;  

d. Promote transparency instruments, including on matters related to international arms transfers and 

military expenditures;  

e. Promote implementation of Security Council resolutions on women, peace and security.  

 

Implementation period 

Question: The implementation period of projects starts from January, to be completed by 31 December 2020. Is 
there any flexibility to this? 

 

Answer: The project implementation period has been set for 1 year at the time of application. UNSCAR has 
had a difficult time with efficiently overseeing and guiding 2-year projects, including the timeliness of their 
outcomes.  

It will be possible for an Implementing Partner (IP) to subsequently request a no-cost extension of the project 
implementation period for, e.g. 3-6 months. Upon UNSCAR’s approval, a no-cost extension agreement will be 
signed by UNODA and the IP.  

See 2019 Call for Proposals, Section2.6. 
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Funding cap per proposal 

Question: There are two categories for funding amounts in the 2019 Call for Proposals and the funding cap for 
Category 2 is $150,000. My proposal pertains to ‘provision of technical and operational assistance to national 
authorities.’ Will this be considered as Category II? 

 

Answer: Please refer to Category II in Section 2.7 of 2019 Call for Proposals, as highlighted in bold: 

“activities pertain to field operations in the area of  

- Physical Security and Stockpile Management (PSSM),  

- weapons marking,  

- weapons tracing, or  

- weapons destruction,  

and require high costs (e.g. $50,000) for procurement, construction and field operations.”  

If a proposal doesn’t fulfil the above conditions, it should come under Category I - $100,000 

 

Indirect costs: programme support costs 

Question: What are indirect costs? 

 

Answer: Applicants are allowed to charge indirect costs, up to 7% of direct costs to UNSCAR funds. Indirect 
costs are often referred to as ‘overhead costs’ or ‘programme support costs.’ They may include costs that do 
not incur directly from project activities but are deemed necessary to support the project implementation. 
Such costs may include certain recurring costs (e.g. office rent and regular phone bills) and costs for 
headquarters. No breakdowns of indirect costs need to be reported to UNSCAR. The percentage of indirect 
costs could be 7 % or less (e.g. 7%, 5%, 3% or 0%), in accordance with your preference and internal rules.  

Any item to be covered under indirect costs should not be included in direct costs. The grand total of the 
project budget should include indirect costs but should not exceed the respective funding caps ($100,000 for 
Category I or $150,000 for Category II).  

See 2019 Call for Proposals, Section 3.3. 

 

Revisions to budget 

Question: Is it possible to revise the budget during the implementation period? 

 

Answer: Once a funding agreement is signed, the budget cannot be changed, throughout the implementation 
period, without prior approval by UNSCAR. In principle, all expenses should correspond to the approved 
detailed budget, line by line, and no reallocation of funds beyond each budget line is possible, unless 
approved by UNSCAR prior to the expenditure. 

See 2019 Call for Proposals, Section 3.3. 
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Subsequent change in activities and budget 

Question: In the course of project implementation, if we find out that one of the planned activities cannot be 
implemented due to lack of support from a recipient country—could the budget for such activities be used for 
another activity, as long as the total budget remains unchanged? 

 

Answer: The Implementing Partner should first request UNSCAR’s approval for any change in activities. With 
regard to the budget, any unspent balance must be returned to UNSCAR at the completion of the project.  

See 2019 Call for Proposals, Section 3.3. 

 

 


