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Item 1:  Opening of the Meeting 
 
1.  The Meeting of Experts will be opened by the Chairman, Ambassador Tibor Tóth of 
Hungary. 
 
Item 2:  Adoption of the Agenda 
 
2.  The Meeting of Experts will consider the provisional agenda (BWC/MSP.2003/MX/1), and 
adopt it with any agreed amendments.  The substantive items of the provisional agenda, items 5 
and 6, are derived directly from the text of the decision of the Fifth Review Conference 
(BWC/CONF.V/17, paragraph 18 (a) (i) and (ii)). 
 
Item 3:  Adoption of Programme of Work 
 
3.  The Meeting of Experts will consider the provisional programme of work 
(BWC/MSP.2003/MX/2), and adopt it with any agreed amendments.  The provisional 
programme of work was developed by the Chairman following informal consultations with 
delegations and regional groups. 
 
Item 4:  Adoption of the Rules of Procedure 
 
4.  It has been proposed informally that the rules of procedure of the Fifth Review Conference 
(as contained in BWC/CONF.V/17) should apply, mutatis mutandis, to the Meeting of Experts, 
as well as to the subsequent Meeting of States Parties.  The Meeting of Experts will be asked to 
take a formal decision on this.  Delegations should note that various rules, in particular those 
relating to subsidiary bodies and office-holders, are not relevant to the Meeting of Experts and 
will not apply. 
 
5.  Following the adoption of the rules of procedure, it is expected that the Meeting of Experts 
will deal with any requests for participation in the Meeting by observer states and 
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intergovernmental organizations, in accordance with the rules of procedure.  The Meeting may 
also consider a request from non-governmental organizations for time to be made available for 
them to address the Meeting, in a similar fashion as was done at the Fourth and Fifth Review 
Conferences. 
 
Item 5:  Consideration of necessary national measures to implement the prohibitions set 
forth in the Convention, including the enactment of penal legislation 
 
6.  Consideration of this substantive agenda item will take place during the first week, in 
accordance with the provisional programme of work.  The following notes correlate to the 
provisional programme of work, and are provided as a background guide for delegations, without 
prejudice to national positions, to legal interpretations, or to the substantive work of the Meeting 
of Experts. 
 
I. Legal, Regulatory and Administrative 
 
7.  This sub-topic is intended as an introduction to and overview of the main issues and themes to 
be considered in detail during the week.  It is the most appropriate opportunity for delegations to 
outline their own national implementation arrangements. 
 
A. Civil Legislation 
 
• Types of Legal Systems: consideration of the various models and options for civil legislation 

that are possible under the different legal systems operating in States Parties (in particular, 
monist and dualist systems).  Delegations may wish to outline their own civil legislation, 
where relevant. 

 
• Technical Assistance: consideration of the types and modalities of assistance that could be 

provided to help ensure national implementation via civil legislation.  Delegations may wish 
to outline any capacities they might have to offer such assistance to other States Parties. 

 
• Definitions: civil legislation that implements the Convention may require specific definitions 

of concepts within the Convention.  Delegations may wish to discuss various approaches to 
formulating legally effective definitions. 

B. Penal Legislation 
 
• Penal Codes: practical consideration of how penal codes can be used to implement the 

prohibitions in the Convention.  Delegations with relevant penal codes may wish to describe 
them, and outline the issues and decisions involved in their formulation and implementation. 

 
• Penal Provisions: discussion and review of common models and methods of including penal 

provisions in legislation, along with consideration of the problems and difficulties that States 
Parties have encountered. 

 
• Penalties: consideration of the types and severity of penalties/punishments that apply for 

various violations of implementing legislation, and discussion of appropriate levels of 
deterrence, as well consideration of the need for harmonization of penalties among States 
Parties. 
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• Models & Options: consideration of the various models of penal legislation that have been 

implemented, and discussion of experiences with each, including evaluation of the respective 
advantages and disadvantages of common models. 

 
C. Regulations 
 
• Origins/Sources: examination of the origins or sources of typical regulations used to 

implement the prohibitions in the Convention.  Sources might include intergovernmental 
organizations such as the World Health Organization, and various national agencies or 
government departments.  They might not always have immediately obvious connections to 
biological weapons or security issues. 

 
• Legal Standing: the legal standing of regulations in different countries may vary considerably 

in comparison to legislation.  This may have implications for implementation of prohibitions, 
especially in relation to enforcement and penalties. 

 
• Models & Options: consideration of the different models and options that exist for 

implementing the Convention via regulations, either in conjunction with legislation or 
independently.  Delegations may wish to share their national experiences in this area. 

 
D. Guidelines 
 
• Origins/Sources: examination of the origins or sources of typical guidelines used to 

implement the prohibitions in the Convention.  Sources might include intergovernmental 
organizations such as the World Health Organization, and various national agencies or 
government departments.  As with sources of regulations, they might not always have 
obvious connections to biological weapons or security issues. 

 
• Legal Standing: the legal standing of guidelines in different countries may vary considerably 

in comparison to legislation and regulations.  This may have implications for implementation 
of prohibitions, especially in relation to enforcement and penalties. 

 
• Models & Options: consideration of the different models and options that exist for 

implementing the Convention via guidelines, either in conjunction with legislation and/or 
regulations, or independently.  Delegations may wish to share their national experiences in 
this area. 

 
II. Prohibitions 
 
8.  This sub-topic relates to the core prohibitions of the Convention: those contained in Article I.  
Methods of national implementation of these prohibitions will typically either be through a 
dedicated piece of legislation (direct implementation) or through an overlapping series of laws, 
none of which is perhaps specifically aimed at implementing the Convention, but which together 
achieve a similar legal effect to direct implementation.  The four issues below are designed to 
look at the sub-topic from different angles, to allow States Parties to fully analyse the advantages 
and disadvantages of the different approaches. 
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A. Direct Implementation 
 
• Definitions in legislation: consideration of the definitional elements required when creating 

legislation that directly implements the Convention.  Terms such as "biological agents", 
"other peaceful purposes" and "hostile purposes" may require precise definitions to be given 
effect under national laws.  But defining such terms also raises questions about modifying the 
scope of the Convention, at least as far as national implementation is concerned. 

 
• General Purpose Criterion: similarly, effective national implementation of the Convention's 

so-called General Purpose Criterion may pose difficulties for drafters of legislation.  
Delegations with direct implementing legislation may wish to share their experiences in 
solving this problem. 

 
• Models & Options: consideration of the various models and options that exist for direct 

implementation of the Convention, and examination of how these deal with the potential 
problems and shortcomings. 

 
B. War Materials 
 
• Classification: in the legislation of many countries, "war materials" typically includes 

conventional military equipment and weapons.  Delegations may wish to consider how "war 
materials" may be, and have been, classified in legislation to include biological weapons 
relevant materials. 

 
• WMD Legislation: consideration of the various types of legislation dealing specifically with 

"weapons of mass destruction", and how effective such legislation is in implementing the 
specific prohibitions of the Convention. 

 
• Existing Legislation: war materials legislation is often quite old, but may be relatively easily 

modified and expanded to cover biological weapons.  For some States Parties, this may be 
the most efficient and straightforward means of implementing the prohibitions of the 
Convention. 

 
C. Development, Production, Possession & Use 
 
9.  This is intended to be a thematic examination of the means of national implementation of the 
key prohibitions in Article I of the Convention.  ("Possession" is here used as a convenient term 
to encompass the Article I phrase "stockpile or otherwise acquire or retain".)  Delegations may 
wish to consider the various legislative and regulatory approaches that might be used to directly 
or indirectly implement each prohibition: 
 
• Development 
 
• Production 
 
• Possession 
 
• Use 
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D. Complementary Legislation 
 
• Anti-terrorism legislation: consideration of whether and how anti-terrorism legislation can 

complement existing legislation and assist in implementing the prohibitions of the 
Convention. 

 
• Public health security: examination of possible ways in which legislation on public health 

security can complement national implementing measures dealing with the prohibitions of 
the Convention.  There may be some overlap with issues to be dealt with in more detail in the 
second week. 

 
• Anti-conspiracy legislation: consideration of the role that anti-conspiracy legislation could 

have in reinforcing implementing legislation, particularly on the penal side. 
 
• Hazardous materials: consideration of relevant legislation or regulations dealing with 

hazardous materials, and how these could complement national implementing measures.  
There may be some overlap with issues to be dealt with in more detail in the second week. 

 
• BW legislation: examination of the advantages and disadvantages of having general 

legislation on biological weapons as opposed to legislation directly implementing the 
Convention. 

 
III. Restrictions 
 
10.  This sub-topic is intended to cover the prohibitions contained in Article III of the 
Convention, relating to transfer of items prohibited under Article I, and assistance, 
encouragement and inducement to others to acquire items prohibited under Article I.  As 
practical implementation of these obligations generally takes the form of restrictions or controls 
rather than outright prohibitions, the title "restrictions" has been used. 
 
A. Classification 
 
• Lists: consideration of the role of lists in controlling transfers of potentially BW-related 

material and equipment, and of how such lists may be developed and maintained.  
Delegations may wish to discuss their own experience in developing lists, the criteria used, 
and the implications of including or excluding a particular agent or piece of equipment on 
such a list. 

 
• Dual-Use Items: consideration of the concept of "dual use", and of how to define and deal 

with such items in practical terms, along with appropriate legal strategies. 
 
• Models: examination of the different models which have been or could be used for 

developing classification systems. 
 
• Catch-all Clauses: consideration of the role that "catch-all clauses", or controls that may 

apply to transfers of unlisted items when there is concern they could be used in ways 
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contrary to the Convention, play in implementing legislation.  Delegations may wish to 
examine the models that exist, and their respective advantages and disadvantages. 

 
B. Operational Framework 
 
• Permits: consideration of how systems requiring permits for export or transfer of certain 

materials operate, and how they function in implementing the prohibitions of the Convention.  
Delegations may wish to outline their own permit systems, and highlight features or 
problems. 

 
• Licensing: examination of the various kinds of licensing systems currently in operation to 

control or restrict transfers of relevant items, and how they are legislated, regulated and 
implemented. 

 
• Registration: consideration of whether and how requirements for registration of certain items 

or types of work can be instituted, and how this might fit in with permits or licensing 
systems. 

 
• Customs: consideration of the role of customs units or similar authorities in ensuring that the 

appropriate procedures have been followed before export (or import) of items can physically 
proceed.  Delegations may wish to discuss the necessary linkages and relationships between 
customs and the authority that issues permits or licences. 

 
• Handling: examination of whether national measures which control the handling of certain 

materials might be adjusted or adapted to effectively implement prohibitions on the 
inappropriate transfer of BW-related material.  More detailed consideration of this sub-issue 
will take place in the second week. 

 
C. Intangible Technologies 
 
• Dual-Use Knowledge: consideration of possible national measures that might be used to 

control dual-use knowledge with potential hostile application, including implications for 
open scientific exchange. 

 
• Technical Assistance: consideration of whether and how national measures can be 

implemented to ensure that the provision technical assistance does not assist others in 
activities in breach of the Convention. 

 
• Personnel Security: examination of possible measures designed to ensure that personnel will 

not, wittingly or unwittingly, contribute to the proliferation of intangible weapons 
technologies. 

 
• Education: consideration of what restrictions or controls might be appropriate for educational 

exchanges, and of the wider implications of such measures. 
 
• Trade Issues: consideration of whether there are trade issues raised by restrictions or controls 

on transfers of intangible technologies, and how these might be addressed. 
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D. Sanctions 
 
• Bilateral: consideration of the circumstances under which bilateral sanctions may become 

part of the range of national measures to prevent the transfer of material or equipment that 
may be used in ways contrary to the Convention. 

 
• Multilateral: examination of how multilateral sanctions may be implemented nationally, and 

implications this may have for national implementation of the prohibitions in the Convention. 
 
• Arms Embargoes: although arms embargoes should not directly affect implementation of the 

prohibitions in the Convention, delegations may wish to consider practical aspects of how 
arms embargoes can be effectively integrated with existing national implementation 
measures. 

 
IV. Practical Implementation & Enforcement 
 
11.  This sub-topic is intended to provide an opportunity for delegations to focus on the practical 
aspects of national implementation.  Once laws and regulations are enacted, various actions and 
preparations may be necessary to ensure that they operate properly and are enforced effectively.  
Infrastructure will be necessary, costs will obviously be involved, and States Parties may require 
assistance to make their implementation measures truly effective in practice. 
 
A. National Infrastructure 
 
• Bureaucratic Structures: consideration of the kinds of bureaucratic structures that may be 

necessary to put the national implementing laws, regulations and guidelines into practice. 
 
• Division of Responsibilities and Authority: examination of the various possibilities for 

dividing and assigning responsibilities and authority on a national basis among the relevant 
ministries, agencies and other bureaucratic entities. 

 
• Domestic Inter-Agency Cooperation: consideration of issues relating to effective cooperation 

and coordination among bureaucratic entities on a national level, and ways and means of 
improving cooperation. 

 
B. International Cooperation 
 
• Inter-IGO Cooperation: there may be scope for cooperation among intergovernmental 

organizations which would complement and support national measures, and increase their 
effectiveness. 

 
• Government-IGO Cooperation: consideration of possibilities for cooperation between 

intergovernmental organizations and national governments that would assist in improving 
national implementation of the Convention. 

 
• Regional Arrangements: examination of what regional arrangements might have to offer in 

terms of practical assistance with national implementation.  For example, regional 
organizations have played a role in developing model legislation in other contexts. 
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• Assistance: consideration of the types of assistance which might be offered within the 

context of international cooperation to assist with national implementation efforts. 
 
C. Education & Training 
 
• Awareness raising: consideration of the need to inform relevant segments of national society 

about the legislative and regulatory national implementation measures (and the Convention 
which underlies them), and the need to make them aware of the implications for their work 
and business, along with possible means for achieving this. 

 
• Norm promotion: examination of suitable ways and means of promoting the norm against 

biological weapons at the national level. 
 
• Training of agency staff: consideration of the requirements for training of agency staff at the 

national level with regard to the effective implementation of the relevant national measures 
(and the prohibitions of the Convention in general). 

 
• Science and Security: examination of how the scientific community should be educated 

about possible security considerations with regard to their work, and the implications for 
them of the prohibitions in the Convention. 

 
• Military training: examination of the training provided to the military on the prohibitions of 

the Convention, and the implications for military planning and operations. 
 
D. Experts 
 
• Identification of national experts: consideration of the role of experts in facilitating practical 

and effective national implementation of the prohibitions of the Convention, and of possible 
means of identifying suitable experts. 

 
• Establishment of advisory boards: examination of whether the establishment of national 

advisory boards can contribute to practical and effective national implementation. 
 
V. Criminalization & Law Enforcement 
 
12.  This sub-topic focuses on the practical considerations of the law enforcement aspect of 
national implementation.  Once appropriate penal legislation is in place, various measures are 
needed to ensure that law enforcement agencies can operate effectively, and that prosecutions 
can be successfully pursued. 
 
A. Information Sharing 
 
• Early Warning Indicators: consideration of the various types of early warning indicators of 

possible hostile or illicit activities that exist, how the relevant actors can be informed, and 
how the warnings can be acted upon to prevent more serious violations of the prohibitions of 
the Convention. 
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• Protected disclosure: examination of the existing and potential provisions for protected 

disclosure within a state (for example by state or private sector employees) of information 
that could assist in preventing activities that would violate the Convention. 

 
B. Enforcement 
 
• Inter-Agency Coordination: examination of the requirements for effective inter-agency 

coordination on a national level in terms of the law enforcement aspects of implementing the 
prohibitions of the Convention. 

 
• Science and Security: consideration of the implications for the scientific community of 

possible criminalization of certain activities, or other restrictions, as well as of the role 
science can play in assisting with enforcement. 

 
• Evidence-collection: consideration of the scientific, technical and legal requirements for 

effective collection of evidence for prosecution of those suspected of violating the 
Convention or national implementing legislation. 

 
C. International Arrangements 
 
• Extradition: examination of the provisions that exist or might be necessary for extradition of 

suspected violators of national or international law with reference to the prohibitions of the 
Convention. 

 
• Agreements: consideration of the bilateral or other agreements that might be beneficial for 

more effective cooperation on the enforcement of, and improved operation of, national laws 
related to the prohibitions of the Convention. 

 
Item 6: Consideration of national mechanisms to establish and maintain the security and 
oversight of pathogenic microorganisms and toxins 
 
13.  Consideration of this substantive agenda item will take place during the second week, in 
accordance with the provisional programme of work.  The following notes correlate to the 
provisional programme of work, and are provided as a background guide for delegations, without 
prejudice to national positions, legal interpretations, or to the substantive work of the Meeting of 
Experts. 
 
I. Legal, Regulatory & Administrative 
 
14.  This sub-topic is intended as an introduction to and overview of the main issues and themes 
to be considered in detail during the week.  It is the most appropriate opportunity for delegations 
to outline their own national arrangements on security and oversight of pathogenic 
microorganisms and toxins. 
 
A. National and International Models and Standards 
 
• Legislation: consideration of the types of legislation that may be relevant to security and 

oversight of pathogens, including legislation based on treaties other than the Convention, and 
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legislation relating to health, commerce, transport, public safety and other potentially 
relevant areas. 

 
• Regulations: consideration of relevant sectoral types of regulation, along with their sources, 

including intergovernmental organizations such as the WHO. 
 
• Standards and Best Practice: examination of the various standards and best practices in 

operation which may be relevant to security and oversight, whether established by 
governments, intergovernmental organizations, the academic community, industry, or 
professional associations. 

 
• Information Management: consideration of the requirements for managing information 

relating to regulations and standards, and ensuring effective access to and dissemination of 
the information. 

 
B. Risk Assessment, Programme Design & Consequence Management 
 
• Risk Assessment and Risk Management: identification and examination of threats and 

vulnerabilities specific to the security of pathogenic microorganisms and toxins and their 
management. 

 
• Biosafety: consideration of how risks to the security of pathogenic microorganisms and 

toxins can be mitigated through administrative policies, work practices, facility design, and 
safety equipment to prevent transmission of pathogenic microorganisms and toxins to 
workers, other persons, and the environment. 

 
• Biosecurity: consideration of risk and its management specific to protecting pathogenic 

microorganisms and toxins and their deliberate unauthorised acquisition, misuse, and/or 
release. 

 
• Legislation: examination of the various legislative frameworks for risk assessment, 

programme design and consequence management. 
 
• Information Technology: consideration of the application of engineering controls to 

information technology to deter, protect, detect, respond to and recover critical information 
on pathogenic microorganisms and toxins. 

 
• Contingency Plans: consideration of the development and adoption of suitable 

countermeasures into standard operating procedures to minimise the security implications of 
accidental or intentional release of pathogenic microorganisms and toxins within facilities 
and during transit. 

 
• Consequence Management: examination of effective emergency response specific to 

pathogenic microorganisms and toxins for effective mitigation of safety and security 
consequences of accidents or incidents involving pathogenic microorganisms and toxins, 
both within facilities and during transit. 
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II. Facilities 
 
15.  This sub-topic is intended to cover all aspects of facilities working in the field of biology 
that may be relevant to maintaining security and oversight of pathogenic microorganisms and 
toxins used within those facilities. 
 
A. Facility Planning & Management 
 
• Risk Assessment and Management: consideration of the requirements for managing the 

specific vulnerabilities and threats to facilities storing and/or working with pathogenic 
microorganisms and toxins in order to minimise breaches of safety and security. 

 
• Containment Level: consideration of possible methods of determining appropriate standards 

for physical and laboratory practice and technique, safety equipment and facility design when 
working with pathogenic microorganisms and toxins to ensure safety and security. 

 
• Safety Equipment: consideration of different approaches to safety equipment, including 

Personal Protective Equipment (PPE), and the role it plays in ensuring security, including 
issues such as control of access to particular types of equipment. 

 
• Professional Officers: consideration of the role of professional officers in maintaining 

security and oversight of pathogenic microorganisms and toxins within facilities. 
 
• Perimeter Security: examination of the requirements for effectively securing the perimeter of 

relevant facilities as one measure to prevent unauthorised access to pathogenic 
microorganisms and toxins. 

 
• Collection Access: consideration of the specific procedures and controls that may be 

necessary to prevent unauthorised access to pathogen and specimen collections. 
 
• Log and Register of Users: examination of the role that systems for logging and registering 

users of facilities, or particular parts of a facility, can play in maintaining security and 
oversight of pathogenic microorganisms and toxins. 

 
B. Storage, Containment, Custody & Disposal of Dangerous Pathogens 
 
• Taxonomic Classification of Specimens (human and non-human), Organisms, Isolates, and 

Reagents: consideration of possible approaches to and methods of creating a taxonomic 
classification of pathogenic microorganisms and toxins in order to ensure appropriate 
storage, containment, disposal and information dissemination. 

 
• Holistic Collection Management System: examination of the requirements and advantages of 

holistic systems of collection management, including tracking mechanisms, to ensure a 
complete chain of custody from initial acquisition to final disposal. 

 
• Universal Precautions, GMT and GLP: examination of a range of national and international 

good science standards and precautions, such as Good Microbiological Technique (GMT) 
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and Good Laboratory Practice (GLP), and their application to maintaining and enhancing 
security of pathogenic microorganisms and toxins. 

 
• Implementation of Scientific and Industry Standards on Packaging and Labelling: 

consideration of best practice methods and techniques or standards for reducing risk of 
accidental and/or intentional release of pathogenic micro-organisms and toxins and for 
protecting against unauthorised access. 

 
• Disinfection and Sterilisation: consideration of best practice safety procedures that can 

contribute to reducing the risks of pathogenic microorganisms and toxins being illicitly 
obtained from improperly cleaned laboratories and equipment. 

 
• Decontamination: consideration of decontamination procedures both within and outside the 

facility building, including the requirements for personal protective equipment, in order to 
reduce any potential security implications of accidental or intentional contamination 
incidents. 

 
• Waste Disposal: consideration of relevant standards and procedures for waste disposal of 

agents and equipment, including those standards that may be derived from international 
instruments other than the Convention. 

 
III. Personnel 
 
16.  This sub-topic deals with the personnel who work with or otherwise have contact with or 
responsibility for pathogenic microorganisms and toxins. 
 
A. Personnel Issues for Pathogen Management 
 
• Professional: consideration of the security, training and registration requirements for 

professional staff such as scientific, environment, occupational health, animal health, public 
health, or emergency management personnel. 

 
• Security: consideration of particular requirements for screening, training, registration and 

supervision of security personnel. 
 
• Maintenance: consideration of appropriate levels of screening, training and registration for 

maintenance personnel, especially those working on high containment facilities or 
equipment. 

 
• Administrative and Information Technology: consideration of appropriate levels of 

screening, training and registration for administrative and information technology personnel, 
particularly those working in the areas of bioinformatics and intra/extra-facility 
communications. 

 
• Sanitation: consideration of appropriate levels of screening, training and registration for 

sanitation personnel, especially those working on high containment facilities or equipment. 
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B. Training and Continuing Education in Pathogen Security 
 
• Universal Precautions: consideration of strategies for ensuring widespread and continuing 

training in the use of standard universal precautions, particularly with reference to the 
implications for the security of pathogenic microorganisms and toxins. 

 
• Good Science (Good Microbiological Technique (GMT), Good Laboratory Practice (GLP), 

Good Manufacturing Practice (GMP), Decontamination (including PPE), Contingency 
Planning, Research Ethics: consideration of strategies for widespread adoption and use of 
these standards. 

 
• Training: examination of the possibilities for ensuring that the appropriate types and levels of 

training are provided to relevant personnel throughout their careers. 
 
• Public Dissemination of Information: consideration of the requirements for widespread 

public dissemination of the relevant standards, practices and procedures, including through 
educational and training institutions. 

 
IV. Transport & Transfer 
 
17.  This sub-topic deals with all aspects of security and oversight of pathogenic microorganisms 
and toxins while they are being transported or transferred, and immediately before and after 
transport or transfer. 
 
A. Issues of Transport and Transfer of Dangerous Pathogens 
 
• Intra-facility, Inter-facility, Transboundary: consideration of different safety and security best 

practice standards and procedures to ensure secure transfers of pathogenic microorganisms 
and toxins within a facility, between one facility and another, and across international or 
administrative boundaries. 

 
• Road, Rail, Air, Sea, Inland Waterways: consideration of the different implications and 

requirements for security of pathogenic microorganisms and toxins when transported by 
road, rail, air, sea or inland waterway, including examination of the relevant international 
standards and guidelines. 

 
• Types of Transfers: examination of the various types of transfers of pathogenic 

microorganisms and toxins that may be made, including commercial, medical, scientific and 
military, and the security implications and requirements of each. 

 
• Export Controls: consideration of the connections between transport and transfer issues, and 

the export control systems considered in the first week, and of the requirements for effective 
integration of export controls with transfer and transport regulations or guidelines. 
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B. Type of Recipient Facility 
 
18.  This is an opportunity for more detailed consideration of the particular requirements and 
implications for security of pathogenic microorganisms and toxins when transferred to the 
following particular kinds of recipient facilities: 
 
• Reference Labs 
 
• Hospitals 
 
• Academic 
 
• Government (civilian or military) 
 
• Industry/Commercial 
 
V. Oversight & Enforcement 
 
19.  This sub-topic deals with the issue of ensuring that the various standards, regulations and 
guidelines for security and oversight of pathogenic microorganisms and toxins are actually 
followed in practice, and are effective in operation. 
 
A. Issues of Licensing, Accreditation & Authorization 
 
20.  This is a consideration of the possibilities and requirements for developing and 
implementing effective national licensing, accreditation and authorization systems to ensure 
proper oversight and operation in the following areas: 
 
• Procedures: operating procedures, safety procedures, testing and evaluation procedures, 

security procedures. 
 
• Processes: laboratory processes, manufacturing processes. 
 
• Personnel Certification (including security profiles): certification of various categories of 

personnel, including professional, ancillary, maintenance, administrative and security. 
 
• Facilities 
 
• Equipment 
 
• Personnel: training, recruitment procedures and background checks, as well as review and 

renewal procedures for licences and certificates. 
 
• Transport 
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Item 7:  Adoption of the report 
 
21.  A draft procedural report, with attachments to be determined in the course of the Meeting, 
will be distributed for consideration and adoption by the Meeting. 
 
Item 8:  Closing of Meeting  
 

___________ 


