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Working paper submitted by the Italian delegation on
the establishment of an international body for
co-operation in nuclear explosions for peaceful uses

1. The establishment of an international body - either independent or within IAEA

but possessing the necessary autonomy - for co~operation in the matter of benefits

deriving from peaceful applications of nuclear explosions entails the examination of;:3331"'7

many problems.

As a contribution to the detailed discussions and studies which this subject
requires, some of the more important factors to be taken into consideration with a
view to the establishment of such a body are reviewed below and possible solutions
are indicated.

Procedure

2. VWith regard tc the procedure - that is to say, the form and methods - to be

adopted in establishing such a body, the most appropriate choice might be the conclusion =~

of an international agreement laying down, inter alia, the statute of the body (as was
done in the IAEA agreement).
The intermaitional agreement in gquestion might be negotiated by an ad hoc inter- .

national conference convened by the United Nations and, if possible, preceded by a

meeting of a preparatory committee. The composition of and the time~table and guide-

lines for such a conference might be recommended by the Conference of Non-Nuclear-
Weapon States.

Characteristics of the intermational body

3. The body should for preference have an independent status, as prescribed for othérfEJ“};f

multilateral agencies such as the United Nations specialized agencies.
Another possibility, ab subordinate level, would be an autonomous body within

IARA, governed by its own statute and having its own organization (as prescribed for -

he Furopean Monetary Agency within OECD and, in the past, for the Productivity Agencyﬁg-fffiT
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”_]Puﬂctlons of the international body

f .4°

In view of tho provigions of article V of the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of

 7'Nuc1ear Weapons and the suggestions put forward on this subject by many delegations

'(United States, Sweden, Canada, etc.) in their statements to the United Nations General

Assembly and in the Eighieen-Mation Copmittee on Disarmament, the following tasks

Cnipght be ceonsidered for the international body in quastion:
. {!

(a)

(b)

@

(@)

(e)

{f)

To examine applicatiors made by contracting parties for the use of nuclear
explosions for peaceful purposes; Lo grant the necessary authorizations -vhere
appropriate; and to gupervise their execution. Where application is made by a
non«nuciear-weapon Stafc, o by & nuclear«weapon Sta to net 1n a-position to carry
out the desired explosmon, the boéy will provide the necessa:y services by having
recourse to one of the States in a posnt*on to do so;

To -ensure LhaT the bencflbs of the p@aceiul applications of nuclea¢ tachnology,

,1nclud1ng .any 1ndlrect technological bencflt which puc]earmweapon countrles may,

n

derive Irom any peaceful appilcation of explosive nuclear devices, are available

to all member SLates,

To enshre that Lhe bene¢&us deriving from any peaceful application of nuclear
YpWOSlorq are aJallubL Lo non--nuclear-weapon States on a non~&1scr1m1natory

baSlS and at the lowest possible charge, exciuding any charge for research and

development, and tn formulate the necessary internaticnal procedures for that

purpose; m

To comoperdte w1th Dhe coly-oben lnuarnatlonal financial jinstifutions in order to

,fa31lltate the solutlon of c>rital anestment prohlans connected with the use of

reaceful miclear explosions in develoulng countries;

To pcrform any other function reunirmd to give effect to article V of the Treaty
on uhemﬁBH'ProllferatLon of Nucleal Ueapuns,

As_uoon as uecbnOEOglcoLJy possible, to esiablish a distinction bel:ieen nucleaf
ueapoms and any otaer explosive nuclear device, so thah the differentiation of
Chafact6¢lsthJ may 1&01litate, for such nen-nuclear-veapon States as desire it,

the possession and independent use of nuclear explosives for peaceful purposes.
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Organization of the internsiional body

5.  As regards the organization of the body, the following organs might be envisaged:

(a) A Ceneral Conference composed of representatives of all member States, which would
normally meet once a year;

(b) 4 small Executive Committee with about twenty members, composed of representatives
of nucleas weapon States, representatives of those non-nuclear-weapon States most
advanced in peaceful mvelest activities, and members selected on the basis of
geographical distribution. The Executive Committee should have the task of
dealing with applications from member Governments for explosions for peaceful
purpogses, To this end it ghould:

(1) Exemine such applications znd decide on the sconomic and technical feasibility
of the projects concerned;

(2) Supervise the execubion of each explosion in order to ensure that it is in
conformity with the aims of the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear
Weapons snd with the objectives of the organization;

\e) A Permsnent Secretariat.

6. Lrery member State should have the right to receive all scientific and technical
information veaching the Secretariat,

Erery member State should undertake not to carry ocut any nuclear explosion for
vaaceful purposes ia the territory within its jurisdiction unless the explosionchas
Tivet been apvroved by the body in question.

A1l member States should co-operate with the Secrsvariat in drawing up a programme
of neceszary peacefu! explosions snread over several yearc which might provide the
basis of an cutline plan of orders for peaceful nuclear devices from nuclear-weapon
Statea.

Other guestions

7. The international agreement concerning the establishment of the body in question _
might include, inter alia, a preamble and provisions on the structure of the Secretariat, -{
the functions of the various organs of the body, voting procedure, financial aspects, B
any btechnical assistance activities, the settlement of disputes, amendments, signature,

rati ficaticn, entry inbto force, withdrawals and so on.





