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Letter dated.25 Auqust.1987 from the Deputy Minister of FOreiqn 
Affairs of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics and head of 
the,deleqation of the Union of Soviet Sociali,st Republics to the 
International Conference on the Relats Disarmament 

and Development addre 

I have the honour to enclose the text of the messaqe from the General 
Secretary of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union, 
Mr. M. S. Gorbachev, to participants in the International Conference on the 
Relationship between Disarmament and Development. 

I should be qrateful if you would-have the text circulated as an official 
document of the Conference. 

(Sianed) V. PETROVSKY 
Deputy Minister for Foreiqn Affairs 

of the Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republics and head of the deleqation 

of the Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republics to the International 

Conference on the Relationship between 
Disarmament and Development 
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Annex 

MESSAGE FROM THE GENERAL SECRETARY OF THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE 
OF THE COMMUNIST PARTY OF THE SOVIET UNION TO PARTICIPANTS 
IN THE INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN 

DISARMAMENT AND DEVELOPMENT 

Mv warmest qreetinqs to you all. It is my hope that the Int@rnatiOnal 
Conference will help reveal new possibilities of .approachinq a solution of this 
cardinal problem of today's world. 

The obstacles the opponents of disarmament have placed on the road towards the 
Conference have confirmed once aqain the interdependence of disarmament and 
development and the urqencv of the task. 

The time has come for evervone to realize that by deliberately or 
inadvertently keepinq the peooles of some reqions, or even entire continents, in a 
position of beinq exploited and dispossessed , mankind is runninq the risk of an 
eXPlOSiOn no less devastatinq than a thermonuclear conflict. 

The Conference is meetinq at a Dropitious time for discussion of the issue - 
at a Point where a pressinq need and already existinq possibilities converqe. 
Quite recently, before Revkjavik and the "double qlobal zero" oDtion, this point 
appeared very far off. But today the roads leadinq to disarmament and development 
are merqinq not only in wishes, but in real golicies as Well. 

I have in mind the emerqinq aqreement on the complete elimination of two types 
of nuclear missiles which could be siqned even tomorrow if the United States and 
the Federal Republic of Germany removed the obstacle of which vou are all aware. 

I have in mind the possibility of a substantial reduction in the StrateqiC 
offensive weapons of the two major nuclear Powers under a strenqthened ABM Treaty. ' 

The proqress achieved at the neqotiations at the Conference on Disarmament in 
Geneva, where representatives of 40 countries have come close to siqninq a 
convention on prohibitinq chemical weapons and eliminatinq the stockpiles of such 
weapons, also qives qrounds for a measure of optimism. 

The principle of development throuqh disarmament is an inteqral Dart of the 
concept Of establishina a comprehensive system of international Deace and securitv 
proposed to the world community by the qroup of socialist countries. The fact that 
this Concept enjoys the moral and political suDDort of many States can also, I 
think, be reqarded as one of the propitious conditions for the work of the 
Conference. 

And finally, the acute concern of the world public and influential political 
circles about economic conditions in the developinq countries has become obvious. 
Nowadays many People see the link between the unprecedented indebtedness of those 
countries brouqht about by that new form of colonial plunder, unequitable trade, 
and the qrowth of the imperialist States' military budqets. Also obvious is the 
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monstrous unfairness of the fact that the former to a substantial deqree cover the 
military expenses of the latter. 

We and our friends propose sure ways and means of puttinq an end to this 
situation. I hope the Conference will. take into account the document adopted in 
Berlin by the countries of the socialist community "On overcominq underdevelopment". 

The work of the world community in this area will be a qround-breakinq 
exercise. I am cony,inced that the Conference can make a substantial and expert 
contribution to the internationalization of efforts aimed at makinq disarmament a 
factor in development. 

The Participants in the Conference can count on our active co-operation and 
SuPport. The Soviet Union has already qiven practical evidence of its support for 

e 
steppinq UP the activities of international forums dealinq with the problems of the 
arms race, includinq the Geneva Conference on Disarmament. 

We shall continue to do our utmost to strenqthen the prestiqe of the United 
Nations and its role in promotinq development throuqh disarmament. We believe that 
the Security Council should also come to qrips with the issue. 

It would be useful to discuss the problems of disarmament and development in 
fundamental terms at a special meetinq of top leaders of the States members of the 
Security Council. 

Implementation of the fundamental principle of "disarmament for development" 
should and could unite mankind and help to develop a way of thinkinq in planet-wide 
terms. 

We are in favour of wider qlasnost and openness as reqards military activities 
and military expenditures, and we have been persistently proposinq a comparison 
between the military doctrines of NATO and the Warsaw Treaty Orqanization. This 
would also enable us to come up with a realistic comparison of military budqets, 
with a view to stoppinq their further expansion and keepinq them within the bounds 
of reasonable sufficiency. 

The Process of militarization must be halted and reversed. An important step 
in this direction, and a means of strenqtheninq international trust, would be the 
preparation by every State of a national resource redeployment plan testifyinq to 
its resolve to curtail military production. 

To transfer to the countries in need the resources that would be rel.eased 
throuqh disarmament, it would be advisable to set up within the framework of the 
United Nations an international "Disarmament for Development" Fund open to all 
States. The USSR is prepared to participate in such a fund. 

Mankind wants to be assured that it has a future. Your decisions will help 
strenqthen confidence that it does. 

M. GORBACHEV 


