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“he weeting tras called to order at 3.30 p.m.

HTATI

PY TUE CHAIRIAN

The CHATILZ™: Tet me et the cutset extend to all representatives a

specizt releome to tiis meetin~, vhich merks the commencement of the substantive

rork of this body, shich ves estzhlished bv the General Assesbly at its tenth
specizel session to provide a delibverative forum in the field of disarmament.
This dav is particvlarly sirsnificent because, after a lanse of well over
a decade. “re are asssemhled here in a speclal forum of the United faticns whcse
function it is to consider and make recommendstions on varicus nroblems in the
field of disarmanent. It is mv rarnest hone that ve shall conduct our
deliberations in a serious and resnonsible mapner, Tully consclous of the
important ond by no means easv tasl Lefore us and the very short time at our

disposal for the accomplishment of this taslk.

—
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in Decesber lest vear. At that time ve reviewed the resolutions

dopted in the First Cemrtittee vhich had a bearine on the vorl

of this Cormdesion. un the provisional apeondo the Secretarist

has tolien iato sccount the relevant resolutinng of Tthe

Laliberations

TSI By R,
LONMLL 253050

se e TO Dive ation fto the 2 counrehensive
prograrize of disarmesent dn its secsion to be held din 1079 rad to o

its best endeavours 1o transwit it throush the

Censral Agsembly ot dits thirtv-fou

of

§
o)
o]

iterr 3 on our provisicnal arenda.

tuo other items have Deea includsd, oune relating to "Corzideration nf various
aspecvs of the aris race, »rticulariv the miclear arng yoce and nuclear
dlsarmement, in order to expedite nesotiations mined at effeective elimination
of the donger of nuclear wvar’, snd the other to "Harmonization of vievs on
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DUYnoscs o econcnic ant social develonrent

The next tuo items are cormmniceticns., One wes browsht to vy attention i

the Becretary-General it ds o letter dated 1 Februors 1379

Ty . vhich theo
becretarv-Censral communicated t6 ma in pursuance o General Assembly 33/71 L.
This, asz all representatives are avezre, relates to the wropozals contained in

pavagrash 125 of the Final Document of the svecial session. Tt ADpears

The other communicetion, vhich avpesrs as itew 7. is & letter dat
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ORCATIZATTON O7 TDRK

i Now that ve tave adopted our sszends Tor this session,

R

we should consider the moannsr in which we shounld organize the vorl of this
four-weel: sessicon of the Dissrmement Comandssion,

I have had detailed consultations on this matter with a Tairvly lsvpe number
oi delerations and, in rarticular, vith rv colleagues on the pureat, and I wish
to sulmit to the members of the Commission for consideration a programme for
the next four vecls.

cembers will recall that there was a very widelv held view when we met in

Decernber last thet we should aveid a general dehate, T *think that several
rerbers of the Commission referred to this when ve met in Decerber. At the sanme
time, my consultations during the past few davs have led me to helieve that some
delevations - verhaps several -~ might wish to make Feneral statements relatine
tc the specific items on our agenda, and in particular to item 3 on the
comprelensive nrogramme of disarmament. At the same time, there is a strons
Teeling awong practically all the delegations with which T had consultations that
we should besin substantive consideration of that iter 3 as soon as possible,

T wish to repind nembers once more that e sare resuired to sutmit our
recormendations on this item to the thirtv~fourth session of the Ceneral Bsmenhly,

his is in accordance with parasraph 118 (a) of the Final Document and the

resolutions of the feneral Assembly.



BOT /o L0, ANIPY 0
11

(The Chairman)

Purthermore, since we shall have no possibility of meeting amain belore
the compercenent of the thirty-fourth session of the General Assewbly, and
becnuse of the time constraints thus imposed on us, ve have to complete our
ork on the implementation of the mandate civen to us by the Assembly in
repard to the comprehensive programme and finalize our vecomendations to the
thirty-Tfourth session of the Assembly hefore we finish this session on & June.

Decause of these very severe time constraints, ve arreed in the Dureau
that we wi ht devote the rest of the time available to us this veek - that is,
eigirk meetings during the four devs Trom tomorrov throush Friday afternoon -
to a general exchange of views:; snd that thereafter we wight set up an informal,
open-ended wvorking proun, which would commence its meetings on MHonday,

21 tiey, for a detailed eramination of item 3 of our apends,

As far as the general exchange of views is concerned, while there obviously
camnot e any restricticns on the scopne and contents of the statemcnts that
representatives mav wish te nake, it is ny sincere hope that in view of the
very severe time constrainis ve fare, members will male every effort to relate
their statewents, as far as possible, to item 3 of our agenda.

The general exchange of views, together vith the final document of the
special session on disarmament and the replies received by the Secretary-General
to his communication of 16 January on the question of the elerments of the
comprehensive prosramme of disarswment -~ reproduced in document A/CW,10/1 of
1% April 1979 and document A/CU,10/1/84d4.1 of T ifar 1970 ~ as well as the
voluminous documentation we have had in the past on the subject of the
comprehensive programme of disarmament, will provide the source material for
the substantive work of the vorkins proun,

T should like to suggest also for the Commission's consideration that
any delegation wishing to submit, either individually or Jjointly with others,
additional docwentation in the form of vorking paners relating to the comprehensive
programme — that is, to the work of the working group - do so before the end of
the current week so that it will be available to the working group wvhen it meets

on Honday.




LOT/ cm AT,

f—r
)

0/, 0

s
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If the sungestion resarding the workins crowp is

that it would meet for about -0 weeks Lo complete iig

rould be to prepare the draft of our report to the General Asseninly or dten

v

The results of the deliberations of the workine crouvn frould he dele

ALY

the plenary Commission durins the last veek of the cession -~ nedely, the weel
besdnning U June,
There are other substantive items on the erenda apart from iten 3, on
the comprehensive programme of disasvacsment. It i difficult for we to envinare
at this stage to vhat extent the Comission vill bhe in a rosition e the
current session to dsal with these iters in detsil. Tn amy case, this is &
matter we shall have to consider as we go along, since in  wy opinion it sould
depend to a preat extent on the progress ve make in the considerstion of itew 3,
Those were the sugpestions I wished to put to members Trom the Clhiinr,
assentiall they are these: First, that we have a general exchanse of views between
tomorrow nerning and Friday afternoon - with the rider that soealkers will tyv

to focus on item 3, relating to the comprehensive progravme of disori

went, byt
not necessarily exeluding consideration of other jssues. Secondly, that from Zondav,

21 Hay,ve establish an informal, ovpen-ended vorling ricvp Lo take up specilically

[

itew 3. The vorkings group would try to comulete its wor writhin two ve
and come back to the plenary Comuission with Arals reconziendations vhich the
Coimission vould consider and fornalize hefore including thew in its romort to
the thirty-fourth session of the Ceneral Assembly,

As I said, I have had the benefil of the advice of wy collesgurs on the
Bureau, Ve have discussed these svggestions, but I should lile to submit them
o the full Comnission, and I shovld be very grateful to henr a0y corments that
rembers richt wish to wake on then,

In the absence of any comients, I ghall take it that the sugrestions that have
emanated Irom the Buresu regardinz our propramme of work are accented - subject,
of course, to modifications that ve mirht consider in the vlenarv Cormdssion

as we 0O alonrs.
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shonde Dile to wdd the Following noints.
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n enr esse begln it opdy one

vome lelepatic Tava wanpower problenc, There ave other

rorhinT TTTATD.

Troortent mweetd taking vlace dun the Dullding. A vesvuind seosion of the

eaersl cssembly s coming v laver dn the nonth. S0 I belleve it was e

consensus i the Jureay  that, as [ have said, we should in ooy case 3 t

vitl onlr ras worlang grour, on lier I, and

then see as ve o alonr, depending
on the vrosress or lach of vrorvess, vherher other informel forums are needeld
to consider ofhey Items,

Vnebher etier which came up rag vhether the plenary Cormicsion and the

should meet concurreutly. That naturelly brinss uwp the question

this Fridaw afternoan ~ed prior to ' June, *r» should have suy

all, It is wy view that on this vs shoull have a faiylyv

T do not thin! e should exelude the sessibiliitv of having

ives g wnd vhen they ave neseded., It may well he that even next

? P

on hurstay slternoon or Fridsy ofternoon - it misht he useful

for the plenar s Commizsion to hear shout progress in the vorl ing rroup on the

consideration of itew 3. There may be other reasons Tor holding plenary mestings,

- )

Therafore, 1 renexz® that I wonld not 1ike to exclude the mossibility of holding
yvienary neetings duridng the next two veel's. DBut I thind vwe should leave
this point for the time being, on the understsinding that 17 occasion demanded

it e eould have plenary meetings,
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(fne Chairmer)

There ds another point that I wish to brins to the Cormdssion s etltention

before we o op to the next itenm oo our ojende it is a versy Lrncrtunt dssue
shiat reiates to the participation of the non rovernmental orgonisations in

vhe Comission’s work, T think meibers will reeall that thoe non-jovernmental
orpanizations participated very actively in the work of the tenth special

session of last vear and T Believe that all of us Lave benefited o jreat

deal from their participation. Thz non-zovermaenhal orranizations  role
iz this Tield of diszrmanment is of course verw im:ortant in terns of
obilicine sublic onipion arl, cherefore, T personally feel thes e should

nake facilities nvailable for the non -rovernmental orpanizeticues to be
assccieted vith the work of the Disarmawent Commission. T wouid supgest that
vhe nature and =xtent of that rarticipation, or some of its details
might perhaps be considered first bv the officers of the Cormission vho would
then report to the Cowmmission
In the meantine, I Lave alrexly held some discussions on this with the

officers of the Cormission, and there is general apreement that certnin facilities
shouls in anv case Le ewtended to the nen-governmental orranizations right away .

et is, from tomorrow morning vhen we start thz penceral exchanze of vievs.
Theye facilities vhich would bhe similar to those extencded to the
non- governmental orpmnizetions at the tenth =pacinl session mee essentially
the following ®iret since the non- -rovernmental orvanizations 1ill he din a
position to make available to the menbers of the Cormis sion various types
of literature of which they hove nn snormous LACUNT g tabhle shounld be
provided for them outsice the conference room on which the litercture
could be disnlayed for the henefit of the representatives vho come here.

SJecondly . the Sceretariat and the Cenire for Disaraament vould Jistrihut
to the members of the Commdission = list of the ceprunications received by the
Centre from bthe nou governuwental organizabions. Thirdly, the Centre for
Disarmament rould alsn arrange Tor interested vevresentatives to be &hle

to consult the comrunications vwhich will be kert in files in the Centre.
Lastlv,we should provide in this room space for renresentatives ol the
non-jovernmental orgenizations to sit and observe the proceedings of owen

meatings of thz Conmission. Those are the facilities that I personally feel
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(The Chairman)

e shovld extend iwmediately to the non-governmental oyganizations and T am
guite certain that representatives who are present here will support me in this.

Arother noint on which I should like to consult with the officers of the
Commission concerns the ressibility of stetements by the non governmental
srpanizations in the Commission. I should like to consult also with the
members of the Cormission to see how the making cf such statements might be
facilitated, i possible.

T sincerely hope that representatives will have no objection to the
nrocedure that I have mentioned for the participation of the non-governmental
orranizations: and T repeat that we do attach great importance to the role of
those organizetions in this field.

e shall hegin our exchange of views tomorrow morning.

My, FISHER (United States of America): In view of the schedule to
vhich we have &1l agreed according to which a good deal of the time will be
spent in the werking group, I em wondering what vas contemplated with respect to
the ohvsical mresence of representatives of non-governmental organizations in

the room during meetings of the working group.

The CUATRUAN: T was not referring to meetings of the working group;
T was referring to the plenarv meetings. We shall have the general exchange of
wvicws from tomorrow until Friday, inclusive. T was referring specifically to

these davs of the open meetings of the Commission as a whole.

(United States of America): I am sorry to labour the

noint, Mr. Chaiyman, but the working group, as we see it, will be composed
of almost the same people who are here, and it is going to take up probably
at lsast 50 per cent of our deliberative time. T am merely putting out the
suggestion that it might be possible to have at least the physical presence -
I am not arguing for the speaking rights - of representatives of the

non- govermantal organizations in the working group as well as during the

plenary meetings, since their composition is practically the same.
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The CHAIRMAN: T must confess that I have not had an opportunity to
discuss the point raised by the representative of the United States with the
officers of the Commission and I should 1like to consult with them on it, since
the working group does not begin its work until Monday of next week. I shall
also find out from the Secretariat the practice that was followed in the

workking groups at the special session.

Mr. FISHER (United States of America): I am not pressing for a
decision now, Mr. Chairman. The procedure that you have suggested is quite

accepbtable to the United States.

The CHAIRMAW: I should like to suggest that, since the general exchange
of views is to begin tomorrow morning and we have only four days or eight
meetings, delegations wishing to participate in the exchange of views should
indicate their desire to the Secretary of the Commission as soon as nossible.

T understand from the Secretary that there are already 11 names - not all of
them for tomorrow - of delegations which have indicated their desire to
speak, I believe that we have some speakers for tomorrow, morning and
afterncon, so we are in a good position to start the general exchange of
views even tomorrou morning.

However, since we must complete this part of our work by Friday evening -
T realize that this might not be a very attractive propositiocn, but I have no
alternative - I suggest that we close the list of speskers for the general
exchange of views by 5 p.m. tomorrow. I am quite certain that those delegations

that wish to speak can make up their minds by tomorrow afterncon.
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(The Chairmen)

flew that we have generally agreed on the propramme of work and in
particular the setting up of the working group, I am sure that we shall have
time, perhaps during the course of tomorrov, to hold further consultations
among delegations about some of the details of the vorking modalities in the
working group, including the question of the Chairman of the working group and
so on. I am sure that we shall come back to this, perhaps tomorrow afternoon.

Once again I appeal to delegations in the geileral exchange of views as
far as possible to relate their statements %o agenda item 3, it being clearly
understocd that there is no restriction whatscever to their referring to other
issues on the agenda. I intend to make a vrief statement at the beginning
of tomorrow's meeting giving my own interpretation of the mandate of the

Disarmament Commission, as far as the comprehensive programme ig concerned.

The meeting rose at 4% p.m.






