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The meeting was called to order at 11.35 a.m.

ORGANIZATTON OF VICRK

The CHATRMAN: T am happy to inform representatives that an agreement has

emerged from a series of elaborate consultations with a large number of delepgations
regarding some aspects ot the organization of our work. In particular the idea of
establishing two working groups has bheen proposed and widely accepted.

One working group will deal with item 5 regarding the reduction of military
budgets. The second working group on item 6 will have the following mandate:

"The Disarmament Commission decides to establish a working group to
elaborate the general approach to the study on all aspects of the conventional
arms race and on disarmament relating to conventional weapcons and armed forces,
as well as its structure and scope.

"In this task the working group will take ap?ropriéte'account of various
aspects of the arms race, particularily the nuclear arms race and the ongoing
work aimed at elaborating, within the framework of and in accordance with the
priorities established at the tenth special session, a éeneral appreach to
negotiations on nuclear and conventicnal disarmament.”

In view of this progress I feel that I am inp a position to propose to the
fommission the establishment of those two working groups. If I hear no objection,
I shall take it that the fommission wishes f0 establish those two working groups.

It was so decided.

The CHAIRMAN: The second point in the organization of our work is the

guestion of chairmanship. Wide consultations with a large number of groups and
delegations have resulted in an understanding that the candidate for the working
group on item 5 regarding the reduction of military budgets will dhe

Mr. Kerem Mahmoud, cur Rapporteur: and that the candidate for the second working
group will be Ambassador Davidsorn Hepburn, our Vice-Chairman. I propose those two
candidates for the Commission's approval and, if I hear no objection, I shall take
it that the Commission approves their nomination as Chairmen of the two working
groups.

It was so decided.
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The CHATRMAW: We are in the fourth day of the second week of the

Commission's short session. TIn addition to this meeting, we have 13 others
during vhich the working groups are supposed to finish their work and report
back to the Commission.

_With reference to item L4, it is the understanding that it will be discussed
in a meeting or meetings of the Commission convened as & committee of the whole.
With regard to items 7 and 9, the Secretariat will prepare draft papers to
be discussed later by the Commission.

Also, I wish to appeal to the members of the Commission to allow the
working groups to work simultaneously in order to utilize every meeting
available to us, bearing in mind that they will have to report back to the
Commission at least one day before the end of the session, namely, by noon on
Thursday of next week.

If no representative wishes to comment on or raise objections to the
programme of work that I have outlined, I shall take it that the Commission
wishes to adopt it.

It was so decided.
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1r. VENKATESWARAN (India): Mr. Chairman, vhile my delegation

appreclates the constraints of time on the basis of which you have suggested
that the twe working groups should meet simultaneously, we nevertheless trust
that the working groups will as far as possible be able to adjust their
neetings in such a way as to minimize this overlapping. I think that the
gxplanation you gave with regard to holding meetings in the morning and in the

evening would go a long way towards making such an arrangement workable.

The CHAIRMAN: I hope that that procedure can be followed. Naturally,

there is conflict Dbetween ideal conditions and the necessary work that we

have to do.

Mr, SOUZA e SILVA (Brazil): Mr. Chairman, I thank you veéry much

for your explanations and the ideas you have in mind for the organization of
our work. At the same time, I should like +to support the remarks just made
by our colleague from India, Also, I wonder, Sir, whether vou could tell
ug what the dates will be on which the committee of the whole can deal with
agenda item 4., I think that it is important for us %o have some idea in this

regayrd, in order that delegations may prepare themselves accordingly,

The CHAIRIIAII: Uith regard to the question put by the representative

of Brazil, it has not yet been possible to fix those dates. However, I
envisage that the meeting of the committee of the whole will be convened
on Tuesday next. That is not final but T hope that I shall soon be in a position

to fix a date so as to allow delegaticns to prepare for the discussion.

Mr, TLOWERREE (United States of America): 1 delegation is naturally

happy that we have now arrived at the point where we can get on with our work.
e do however have some observations about the formulation that has
been adopted for agenda item 6, and I wish to make it quite clear that my
delegation has agreed to the formulation of the mandate for this particular
vorking group in order to permit us to pget on with our work. Ve believed and
we still believe that the formulation given in the agenda under item 6 is a

perfectly adequate expression of the tasl which the workine group is expected
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(ifr. Flowerree, United States)

to accomplish under the terms of General Assembly resolution 35/156 A,
The introduction of language from agenda item 4, which is a separate subject,
is not, in our view, appropriate. But, in a spirit of compromise, we have
agreed on the incorporation of such language at the insistence of scme
delegations. Ue trust that its inclusion in the terms of reference of the
wvorking group will not divert the Group's attention from its mandated task
of vorking out at this session the peneral approach to the scope and structure of
the study on all aspects of the conventional arms race and on disarmament
relating to conventional veapons and arnmed forces. That task vill be difficult
enouclhi to accomplish in the fey days remaining to us.

flaving said that, I want to make it cilear that my delegation fully
recognizes that all our elforts in the disarmament field are talking place
against the backdrop of the perils of nuclear war. But we do not wish to see
the outline of a study on conventional disarmament burdened vith a baggage of
issues that relate to the problems of nuclear weapons unless these are directly
relevant to the conventional disarmament Preblem., Ve could have taken such
considerations into account perfectly well under the vording of item G

of ocur agenda. We have naw made our decision and let us get on with our vork.

ir, VUAGEIMAKERS (Hetherlands}: I showld like to make a statement

on behalf of the 10 States members of the Turopean Cormmunities.,

Our delegations are pleased that agreement has been reached on the wording
ol the mandate for the working group on iten § of cur agenda. Ve are anvious
to see work get under vay on the substantive questions vhich have been Placed
before this session of the United Wations Disarmament Commigsion,

In the interest of the progress of our vork, we have thereflore nosr
accepted the addition of language to the mandate of the working group on
agende item 6, but we should like it understood that e have done so in order
to take account of the fact that the study on conventional arms will take
Place azainst the background of a high level of armaments in the modern orld,
including nuclear armaments, vhich naturally arouse great apprehension,

Ve wish to make clear, however, that, in our view, the mandate for the

study itself should concentrate en the guestion of conventional weapons,
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Mr. ESPECHE GIL {Argentina) {interpretation from Spanish): iy delegation

wishes to take this opportunity to welcome the agreement that has been reached,
which will allow us to continue our work, especially with regard to agenda item 6,
and to do so now within an appropriate context.

Furthermore, my delegation at the beginning of this session said that it was
quite prepared to co-operate and that certainly remains our intention, especially
now that we are approaching the last week of our work. While it is true that ours
is a small delegation, we shall endeavour to do our utmost to cover the work it
has been decided will be dealt with within the two groups.

Nevertheless, we hope that the holding of meetings of the working groups
simultaneously will be kept to a minimum, especially vhen decisions are to be
adopted or drafting work tc be done on the reports of the working groups in such
a way that the meetings are separate. - If we can do-that, it will not only help. .
our delegation but also ensure the participation of the largest possible nunber
of delegations in both working groups and, hence, the widest possible reflection

of the various points of view in the Commission.

The CHAIRMAN: T shall do my best to ensure that the functioning of the

working groups can be as smooth as possible.

e




MP/meb/ga A/CH.10/PV. 52
11

Mr, de SOUZA e BILVA (Brazil): My delegation was prepared to accept this

compromise without any comment, but as we have heard some delegations expressing
their points of view, for the sake of the record I should also like to express the
point of view of my delegation,

The delegation of Brazil has reservations on the compromise which has been
arrived at, For our part, we think that the working group should be set up in
connexion with items 4 and 6 of our agenda, but in a spirit of compromise we have
agreed to its being established on item 6, with the provisions that were included
in that item and that mandate., So we trust that strict compliance with that mandate

will be the rule that will govern the preparation of that study.

Mr, PEREZ NOVOA (Cuba) (interpretation from Spanish): Mr. Chairman, we

appreciate the information you have Turnished on the way we shall he working in
coming days on the various agenda items.

Actually, it is not fully clear to us what approach is to be taken on agenda
item 9 al this session. We should of course like to have a little clearer idea
about the proposal having to do with this very important item which has been on our
agenda for some time, at past sessions of the Commission, and which we feel should
certainly be completed at this session, As I say, it is not clear to us how this
item will be taken up by the plenary Commission,

On another subject, my delegation agrees with the views put forward by the
delegations of India, Argentine and Brazil concerning the advisability of the
working groups' seeking ways and means of allowing participation by all delegations,
in so far as their time-tables do not excliude such participation, as this has been a
subject of concern for a considerasble number of delegations since the beginning of

the general debate,
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The CHAIRMAN: As to the question of item 9. I have been informed

by the Secretariat that it will prepare a draft dealing with that item:

as soon &8s it has been distributed, it will be discussed in the Commission.
Concerning the questions about the organization of working groups, T

hope, as I have said, that workable solutions can be found.

Myr. VENKATESUARAN (india): Since some comments have been made on

the mandate of one °f the two working groups that have been set up to study the
approach to and scope and structure of the study on the conventional arms race, T
like to point out my delegation's understanding that this mandate has to

be treated in its totality: we do not believe it necessary to say that one

aspect of the mandete should have preference over the others. I am sure

that all delegations here will only raise points that are appropriate within

the framework of this mandate, and that none of us would want to do anything

inappropriate in this regard.

Mr. MOUSSAOUT (Algeria) (interpretation from French): Wr. Chairman,

1 have asked to speak, for one thing, to congratulate you on having concluded
the consultations which have allowed us to unblock the work of this Commission
so that it can move Torward on the basis of a compromise which seems to
meet most of the concerns voiced during the general debate.

From another angle, I wish to make two comments in the same vein as
those already made by some delegations. First, as to the groups working
similtaneously, my delegation would have preferred to have only one working
group, but our concern could not, of course, take precedence over that of all the
other delesations. We feel i% will be difficult to atiend several meetings, in
addition to which interpretation would be available for only one workins group. A
third difficulty is that the Commission will apparently be meetin~ in plenary
session, which means that on some days there mey be three sinultaneous meetings

which it would bhe difficult for my deleration to rover and to participate in.
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(ir. Mousssoui, Algeria)

T would therefore make the same propcsal as many delegations hawre made
before me: that we make an effort to aveid holding simultanecus meetings,

My second comment on the organization of work has to do with item 9.
My delegation has already stressed the importance of this item to us znad

our concern for it.

The CHATRMAN: With regard to item 9, I would refer to my previous

ansver . Concerning the question of three meetings at one time, I can assure
members that there is no intention to hold three at once; that is cut of the
question,

Mr., AYFUAH (Nigeria): My delegation, is also satisfied that, late
this morning, it was possible to achieve a breakthrough in the deadlock that
seemed to hang over the mandate on item 6.

In the same vein as the statement made earlier by the representative of
Brazil, my delegation rsquests that an indication be piven now of the
possible date on which items 7 and 9 can be considered by the Commission
after the Beecretariat has prepared the vorking papers. And, if T may .

therefore ask a precise question: where will the two items be discussed?

The CHATRMAN: The fecretariat informs me that a paper on item 9

will be distributed on Monday; it is therefore sursested that the item be

discussed in the Commission on Wednesday.
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My, DIACOUU (Remania) (interpretation from French): e too are

happy at the compromise which has emersed. Tt could have been and should
have been achieved a little earlier, we think, Having said that jwve agree
that an attempt should be made as far as possible to avoid simultaneous meetings,
in particular on days on which the groups are to prepare their reports for the
plenary Ccmmission, But cbviously we are already late with the work we have to do
in discharging our mandate, and therefore we must make every effort to
complete our worl.

In the absence of any other matters to discuss here we might adjourn
this meeting and use the remainder of this morning for the working groups

so thet they can organize their work and start working. [

b, KTIIISHANGA (Zaire) (interpretation from French): UMy delegation

1s very grateful for the efforts that you, Mr. Chairman, have made to heln the
progress of the Commission's work, I am grateful to you in particular fdr..
the efforts you have made in these recent days in the consultations you
have been holding lor the continuation of ocur werk here.

"e would agree with previous speakers in saying that we are happy with the
outcome of the consultations and that the deadlock has been broken. We also welcome
the compromise that has emerpged regarding the establishment of the working

croups. Like my colleapgue from Algeria, my delegation would have preferred

.

a single vorking group to be established instead of two, but we should like
to express the hope that the amount of overlapping of the two groups will be
reduced to a minimum so that verious delegations can participate in the
discussions and the report may thus reflect as many points of view as
possible,

Iy delepation has taken note of the ansver that vou, lir. Chairman, nave
the representatives of Brazil and Algeria regarding agenda item 9., We
hope that that item will be incorporated in the debate next May, as you
promised. e will be leooking cut for that, and ve hope that we can continue
to work at the same pace thanks to your co-cperation, whichk has been

highly effective.
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Mr, TUAW (Liberia): Mr. Cheirman. we wisk to thank you for in

]
D

efforts you made to bring about = breakthrough, But ny delegation 3ia VEry

H

conicerned about apenda item 9, vhich means a lot tco us, You said that
it would be discussed on Wednesday , but we would prefer that it bhe
discussed on Tuesday and that discussion of it be continued on Yednesday,

rather than its being discussed on Vednesday only.

The CHAIRIIAN: The reason vhy it is proposed that item 2 be

discussed on Vednesday is that it is suggested that iten L be discussed
on Tuesday ., Unfortunately we are short of time so we have to economise

regarding the days and meetings available to us.

Hr, TU&E_(Liberia): I agree with vou. Sir, but item 9 meepns
a great deal to us, It deals with human suffering and a threat to southern
Africa. Bince that is so, even though item k is very important, it

could be incorporated with item 9 for discussion on Tuesday,

Mr, GRIIDERG {Bulgaria): Iy delegation alsc is happy that an

agreenent has been reached on hov to organize our work, At the same tine
I showld like to join those who have expressed some concern regarding the
possibility of having overlapping meetings of the wvorking mroups. In view
of what has been said about the size of delegations, T should like to draw
the Commission's attention to the fact that probably many of us will be
engaged also in the vorlk of the Ad Hoc Committee on the Indian Ocean
wviiiel is to start next vweelk. My delegation would hope that if there ig
overlapping of meetings it will be only an exception rather than

a rule, I hope that we will be in a position to attend all the meetings
of the vorking groups because of the inportance of the items that are to

be discussed.
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Hr, R, KA (Pakistan): Ve alsc are happy that a compromise has
been reached and that it is now possible for us to embark upon the Commission's
substantive work. Ve deeply appreciate your personal efforts, Sir, which
enabled us to reach this compromise.

Jince some comments have been made in regard to the mandate of one of
the working proups and the organization of the work of the two working
croups , my delegation also will briefly express its views on those two
points,

As to the first, the mandate assigned to the vorking group on the
elaboration of the general approach to the study of all aspects of
the conventional arms race is very clear, and it is composite., It focuses
on the task of elaborating a peneral avproach to the study on all aspects
oi the conventional arms vace, and at the same time it does not overlook
the organic link betveen the nuclear gnd conventiannl aspects of the arms
race and the priocrities assigned to the nuclear arms race and
nuclear disarmament .

As regards the organization of worl, we of course also agree with
nany of the delerations that have suggested that as far as nossible
overlapning of the work of the two working proups should be avoided. We should
also like to support the suggestion of our Romaniszn colleague that as
soon as possible we finish the exchange of views now under vay so that, perhaps,
we can informzlly discuss the work of the two working groups

and they can start their work in the afternoon.

lir, ZAKE'(Egypt): Hr, Chairman, ny delemation appreciates yvour
persconal efforts to solve the stalemate that we have encountered. We shouwld
also like to associate curselves with the stand expressed by various
delegations in supporting the agreed plan for the work of ocur Commission,

In the light of the limited time available to us we wish the Commission to

ret dotm to vork and to spare no effort until its work is concluded,
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Mr. SHUSTOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) (interpretation from

Russian): Our delegation would like to express its agreement with the compromise
which has been reached in establishing the two working groups. We agreed on the
understanding that, in the group where items L and 6 of the agenda will be
discussed, the work would be organized in such a way that there would be no
detriment to the discussion of either the one or the other item. Otherwise,
the consideration of those two important items might be distorted an@ would be
at variance with the provisions of the Final Document or the first special session
of the General Assembly devoted to disarmament.

Regarding the organization of our work, the Soviet delegation understands
the concern of some delegations that the simultaneous meeting of the two working
groups might for many delegations hamper the due substantive consideration of the
agenda items., In the light of that, I think it would be a better idea tc hold
consecutive meetings of the working groups. On the first day the first working
grour could meet. Then alfter lunch the second working group would meet, and so on.
I am just thinking aloud and trying to obviate a situation in which the two groups
would meet simultaneously.

Regarding item 9 of the agenda, my delegation is rrepared to take it up as
a separate item, but perhaps we should think about discussing that item in the
working group which will be taking up agenda items 4 and 6. There is some logic
to that, but we are prepared to hear the opinions of other delegations about this.

In conclusion, I think the matter of when to start the meetings of the working
groups should be considered now and, so as not to speak yet again, I should like
to state that my delegation would be in favour of having those meetings start
tomorrow morning. We have had procedural discussions for quite a long time and,
now that we are getting down to substance, we need some time to prepare for
serious discussion. We need more consultations and we are therefore inelined to

the view that the working groups should start their work tomorrow morning.



EC/8/jpm Afcw.10/PV.52
22

The CHATRMAN: T should like to thank members of the Commission for

“their many suggestions on the organization of work. Waturally, contradictory
views have been expressed: some want the working groups to start at once, while
others want a delay. We shall have to find our way in that regard.

My suggestion would be that, in order to get the groups started, they
should meet this afternoon; so the group on military budgets should meet at 3 p.m.
and the group on item 6 should meet at 4.30. Then T hope that through
co-crdination between the chairmen of the working groups and myself that we can
find a system which, although I cannot promise that it will be ideal for everybody,
will be as nearly ideal as possible, taking into consideération the very short

time left to us, since we have spent a good deal of time on procedural guestions.

The meeting rose at 12.15 p.m.




