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1. The principles and purposes contained in the Charter of the United Nations 
together constitute the universal foundation for the maintenance of international 
peace and security in the pursuance of disarmament. Nuclear disarmament and 
non-proliferation are essential for achieving global peace and security and a world 
free of nuclear weapons. The objective of the total elimination of nuclear weapons 
must, therefore, be fully supported by all States as a matter of priority in order to 
meet the overall ultimate objective of general and complete disarmament.  

2. The Commission reaffirms the close interrelationship between nuclear 
disarmament and non-proliferation and that they are mutually reinforcing in 
achieving a world without nuclear weapons. Nuclear disarmament and 
non-proliferation in all their aspects are essential to strengthening international 
peace and security and should not be seen as mutually exclusive. 

3. The Commission recognizes that multilateralism, including multilateral 
diplomacy, is essential for achieving nuclear disarmament and non-proliferation of 
nuclear weapons. Unilateral, bilateral, subregional and regional initiatives that are 
consistent with internationally agreed principles and objectives also contribute to 
the achievement of nuclear disarmament and non-proliferation objectives. 

4. The Commission underscores the importance of full compliance by all States 
with their nuclear disarmament and non-proliferation obligations and their 
undertaking to work towards general and complete disarmament. The establishment 
and maintenance of universal and non-discriminatory legal instruments and other 
arrangements serve these objectives. 

5. The Commission notes that the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear 
Weapons is the cornerstone of the global nuclear non-proliferation regime, and 
underlines the need for its full implementation. The Commission notes the outcome 
of the 2010 Review Conference of the Parties to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation 
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of Nuclear Weapons, particularly the recommendations for follow-on actions and the 
importance of convening a 2012 conference on the establishment of a zone free of 
nuclear weapons and other weapons of mass destruction in the Middle East.  

6. The Commission acknowledges that the reductions made in nuclear stockpiles 
since the end of the cold war have contributed to international peace and security. 
The Commission welcomes the conclusion and entry into force of the Treaty on 
Measures for the Further Reduction and Limitation of Strategic Offensive Arms (the 
New START Treaty) between the United States of America and the Russian 
Federation and the unilateral declarations by other nuclear-weapon States, and 
reaffirms the need for further efforts in nuclear disarmament and non-proliferation. 

7. The Commission highlights the indispensable role of the International Atomic 
Energy Agency (IAEA) in verifying States’ compliance with their nuclear 
non-proliferation obligations. The Commission underscores the importance of 
achieving universal conclusion of safeguards agreements and additional protocols in 
order to strengthen the IAEA verification regime. 

8. The Commission recognizes that the establishment of internationally 
recognized nuclear-weapon-free zones, on the basis of arrangements freely arrived 
at among all States of the region concerned and, as appropriate, in accordance with 
the guidelines adopted by the Disarmament Commission at its 1999 substantive 
session, enhances regional and international peace and security. Thus, efforts to 
strengthen existing nuclear-weapon-free zones, as well as to establish new zones, 
enhance global and regional peace and security, strengthen the nuclear 
non-proliferation regime and contribute towards realizing the objectives of nuclear 
disarmament. 

9. The Commission reaffirms the importance of the establishment of a nuclear-
weapon-free zone in the Middle East and recalls that the resolution on the Middle 
East adopted by the 1995 Review and Extension Conference of the Parties to the 
Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons is an integral and essential part 
of the decision to extend the Treaty indefinitely. The Commission reaffirms the 
validity of the 1995 resolution and expresses grave concern that the conference on 
the establishment of a Middle East zone free of nuclear weapons and all other 
weapons of mass destruction was not convened in 2012, as stipulated in the decision 
adopted by the 2010 Review Conference of the Parties to the Treaty on the 
Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons.  

10. The Commission expresses deep concern at the growing risk of linkages 
between terrorism and weapons of mass destruction, and in particular at the fact that 
terrorists may seek to acquire weapons of mass destruction through illicit means. 
The Commission recognizes that the most effective way to address this concern is 
the total elimination of such weapons, the establishment of nuclear security 
measures and the implementation of relevant treaties and appropriate United 
Nations resolutions, especially Security Council resolution 1540 (2004).  

11. The Commission recalls the achievements of the disarmament machinery 
established by the first special session of the General Assembly devoted to 
disarmament, but expresses grave concern about the current status of the 
disarmament machinery, including the lack of substantive progress in the 
Conference on Disarmament for more than a decade. The Commission welcomes the 
efforts by Member States to secure progress in multilateral disarmament. 


