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At the 1990 session of the United Nations Disarmament Commission the
United Kingdom presented a working paper for the item "Objective information
on military matters" {(A/CN.,10/140 of 8 May 1990). That working paper gave
general views on the item for the 1990 intreductory discussions. For the 1891
session, the United Kingdom now submits a further paper with a view to forming
agreed specific objectives and recommendations in the Disarmament Commission
for comcrete further action. It believes the structure of "Objectives,
principles and mechanisms" advanced by the Soviet Union in 1990 (A/CN.10/142)
is a useful one to pursue and will adopt this structure here.

Objectives

To encourage openness and transparency on military matters as a
confidence-building measure for arms control and disarmament;

To avert crises and reduce the risk of military conflict, whether
intentional or unintentional, by heading off dangerous misperceptions on
competing sides;

To increase the predictability of military activities.

Principles

Recognition that measures to promote openness and transparency in
military matters shall not entail the diminishing of States' security;
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Across the board equality of States' rights, including their equal right
of access to information obtained under multilateral agreements:

Consistency of the volume and rahge of information with the objectives of
the regime of openness;

Provision of information on a regular basis;

Information should be accurate and subject to agreed procedures and, if
appropriate, subject to verificatiomn;

Measures to promete openness and transparency may be unilateral,
bilateral or multilateral, and may use the potential of the United Nations.

Mechanisms

The existing standardized United Nations reporting system for military
expenditure should be adhered to by more States and its scope could be
expanded;

another regime could be established (or the above could be expanded} to
deal with the provision of data on armed forces and armaments of Member
States. The breakdown of forces could be simple (as exemplified by the
annexed® summary of strength of armed forces in the United Kingdom statement
on defence estimates);

More consideration should be given to an international register of arms
sales under United Nations auspices. Such a register, provided it was
universal and non-discriminatory, would have tangible benefits. The current
United Nations Study on international arms transfer is important in this
context;

Mechanisms need not use the United Nationms. Unilateral measures {like
the United Kingdom annual statement on defence estimates) help promote

openness as do eppropriate bilateral steps, Multilateral regional
arrangements might also be desirable.

#* Annex in English only.
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Annex
EXTRACT FROM UNITED KINGDOM STATEMENT ON THE DEFENCE ESTIMATES,
VOLUME 2, 1990 (PAGE 5)

1583-84 1984.85 1985-36 1988-a7 1987-48 1588-49
£ milllon
Detence budgoat (Supply eatimates) 15.973 17.033 18.058 18475 ta.782 ‘923
Defonce axpanditure {National Accounty
delinition) Yy 16.384 17.431 18.467 18968 19.199 13 548
Datanca budgat aupandituro (Oum.lrn) 15 487 17.122 17 943 18 183 18.858 13 372
of which; Paraonnet 5728 5383 8379 8.890 T212 7372
Equipment . 8. 538 7838 8.193 7 8585 8270 3 038
Other . . 2.822 3.302 3.370 3.287 3.374 3462
Dotancs brlance of paymants: Nvisibla
wEnsections
Tatal dobits . Lo 1.254 1,453 1.548 1.734 1733 1230
Totel credita .. . 148 159 164 200 230 %8
Not balenes . . . . ~1.108 -1.253 «1.384 -1.534 -1.503 -1622
1684 1885 1988 1887 1585 1385
Datencs visibie trada: identifinbia
aquIpmemt
Exporte (E mitlion foby .. 825 813 820 1,232 1.389 2 308
imports (€ mitlion edL) . 253 248 298 288 809 Te
Manpowee al April each year Thouaands
Sorvics
UK Reoguier Forces .. e 324 328 az 320 3 312
Locally entered ... AT 10 10 10 G 9 3
Reguler repmeves .. L. 168 208 212 220 230 240
Volumtess regetves . . ..., . i 89 88 87 83 3¢
Cadet Foress ... . .. . 145 148 143 148 145 134
Civilion
MOD Toted ... ... ... 223 208 63 193 173 173
Non«nductrigd ... ... ... ... 114 108 104 104 ] 39
ndustted . L. 119 101 a8 o2 78 T4
UKbaesd ... .. . ... 0o 174 169 164 143 143
Locally engeged ... ... ... .. ek ] 32 32 32 a2 i
£ bithon et merkot pricsn
UK Grosa Domestls Predust ... .. ... 324 2 %83 380.8 418.8 481 9
General govarnment toied expenditure ¥ ... 147.2 157 4 161.8 165,19 1772
of which; .
Detenga ... . ... 71 182 8.1 18.9 9.7
Educgtion ... ......... ... ... 171 174 321 210 225
Hoslth ... ..., . ... 1. 179 191 209 2.0

Defence aapendiiure 20 o poreentegs
of Qrozs Domeste Preduct . ... ... ... 53 5.1 5.0 4.5 4.3 + ¥

Souren:  United Kinggom Mational Accounts 1980 Edition

1. Perts of guded weapons end mizeika ere includaed from 1987, and part of militery sirereft ere inciuded from 1088, Figures for egriier
years exciudae the tradoe in “parta”

2 Including debt interest end alicwence for non-trading copital consumption not sliccetad to specific pervicea.

3. Provisionnl estimate,





