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Ash rust is visible on leaves in the UDBG. 
This fungal rust disease is seen almost 
every year on white ash and green ash in 
our area. The alternate host for ash rust is 
Spartina marsh grass, and spores blow in 
every year, so the ash rust would be 
difficult to control with fungicides. Rake 
up and discard leaves that fall.

Heterosporium leaf spot on iris has shown 
up in the UDBG, as well as on two other 
samples brought in to the Clinic this week. 
It is too late for fungicide control. Clip off 
affected leaves and discard.

Anthracnose and Phyllosticta leaf spot on 
maple are showing this week in Newark. 
The period of wet, cool weather we are 
having has promoted many leaf spots. It is 
too late for control once the leaf spots are 
obvious. Rake up leaves that fall.

Exobasiudium leaf gall is present on 
azalea.  The wet weather we've had lately 
promoted this fungus.  The galls appear to 
be balls of tissue, but closer inspection 
shows that they coat the leaf, which in turn 
curls up into a ball. The best treatment at 
this point is to hand pick galls and dispose 
in a plastic bag.

Spiny witch-hazel gall aphids, 
Hamamelistes spinosus, cause bumpy 
ridges on the leaves of birch. The 

What's Hot!
IMPORTED WILLOW LEAF BEETLE adults begin to emerge from 
overwintering and feed on young host plant leaves about 136-
2181 [741 peak] GDD .  Full bloom of Forsythia intermedia 50

corresponds to adult beetle activity at the low end of the GDD 
range.  Weeping cherry is also coming into bloom when the adults 
begin to emerge.  Larvae are feeding in groups at 209-1418 [543 
peak] GDD  or while Cercis canadensis is in full bloom.  Adult 50

beetles are about 1/8” in size, stout, oval and metallic blue-green 
in color. Larvae are about ¼” when mature, have a tapered 
abdomen and are blue-black in color.  Plants attacked include 
willow, popular and cottonwood.

Adults emerge from debris, underneath bark, or leaf litter and 
chew holes into young willow leaves.  Females feed and lay small 
clusters of yellowish eggs on the undersides of leaves during May.  
The eggs hatch and larvae skeletonize the upper or lower leaf 
surfaces as they feed in groups and rows.  Damage to the trees is 
rarely fatal but may be unsightly because heavy infestations may 
turn leaves brown or cause the plant to have a 'dirty appearance'.  
There is more than one generation per year in our area.

Control for this beetle is typically not warranted, but may vary 
depending on the requirements of the plant owner.  A number of 
natural enemies attack imported willow beetle including assassin 
bugs, lady beetles and parasitoids.  Pesticides available for use 
include:  acetamiprid, dinotefuran, Beauvaria bassiana, spinosad, 
horticultural oil, carbaryl or one of the synthetic pyrethroids (e.g., 
bifenthrin, etc…).

(Continued)

INSECTS
Brian Kunkel
Ornamental IPM Specialist

DISEASES
Nancy Gregory
Plant Diagnostician

MONILINIA BLIGHT is severe on flowering cherry at this time, 
especially on Kwanzan types. This blight of twigs is caused by the 
fungus Monilinia, the same one that causes brown rot on peach, 
and a similar blight on flowering quince.  Terminals that flowered 
about two weeks ago were infected during flowering by spores of 
Monilinia that are produced in response to rains. The infections 
begin on the senescing flowers and progress back, causing blight 
of leaves and death of twigs. The fungus overwinters in twigs and 
branches. Control includes pruning of twigs and branches 10 
inches below any affected areas, when weather is dry. Clean 
pruners between cuts and discard trimmed material. These 
recommendations are the same as ones for controlling fireblight 
on pear and apple, and bacterial blight on cherries, both of which 
are seen in the landscape now. Fruit bearing trees such as cherry, 
plum, and apricot with Monilinia infections should be on a regular 
preventative fungicide spray program.
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Editor: Susan Barton
Extension Horticulturist
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FROGEYE LEAFSPOT ON CRABAPPLE caused by Botryosphaeria obtusa, is one 
of several pathogens to cause a leafspot, fruit rot (black rot), and canker on 
apple and crabapple, as seen in the UDBG this week. The fungus overwinters 
on branches and produces spores in response to spring rains. Early symptoms 
on leaves are tiny dark spots on the upper surface. Circular spots enlarge to 
1/8 inch or a little larger, with a purple margin, while the center turns yellow, 
brown, or tan. Fruit infections occur during the bloom period, but are not 
evident until mid-season or later. Leaf spots become irregular in shape with a 
“frogeye” appearance of a purple margin and dark brown area with a tan to 
gray center. Small black fruiting bodies may be seen in the centers of the 
spots on the upper leaf surface. Infected areas of branches and limbs are 
reddish-brown in color and slightly sunken. To control, sanitation is 
important, with removal of branches affected with canker symptoms.  Apple 
scab also occurs on apple and crabapple, but symptoms are different, with a 
dark olive green irregular leaf spot as the early symptom. Preventative 
fungicide sprays can be effective, and should be a part of fruit tree spray 
programs where apple scab and black rot may be problematic. Check fruit tree 
manuals for labeled and recommended chemicals on tree fruits.

overwintering eggs are laid on 
witch-hazel in June and July.  It 
is too late for treatment, which 
would have had to be 
preventative at bud break.
 
Archived editions of 
Ornamentals Hotline and a link 
to the photo blog is http://
extension.udel.edu/ornamental
s/archive/
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