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DAMAGE FROM HERBICIDES INCLUDING IMPRELIS.  Trees and 
shrubs in the landscape that have been damaged from exposure 
to herbicides may come back eventually, or may be pruned. These 
plants may also be unsightly for years and it may not be worth 
the wait. There have been questions regarding re-planting 
following the use of Imprelis herbicide in 2011. DuPont has issued 
an official statement or guideline which has been summarized 
here. DuPont urges affected property owners to participate in the 
claims resolution process.  “If your property was treated with 
labeled rates of Imprelis on or before July 15, 2011, you may 
replant trees on your property using the following guidelines:”

What’s hot is nothing yet.  As you can see 
on the back of OH, we have accumulated 
almost no GDD yet and are way behind last 
year at this time.

Hairy bittercress (Cardamine hirsuta), an 
annual, is growing and flowering now. It is a 
low growing rosette with small white 
flowers, and seed capsules that shoot seeds 
when disturbed. It is easily pulled up by 
hand, so remove now before seed is mature.

Guided Walk of 2013 Plant Sale Highlights 
on Thursday, April 4, 4 - 5:30 pm. Meet at 
Fischer Greenhouse entrance. Dr. John Frett 
will lead a guided walk through UDBG of 
plants offered in the plant sale, and if 
there's time, preview the containerized 
plants. UDBG Friends members: $5; 
Nonmembers: $10 *For this event, park in 
metered spaces near the UD Creamery; or 
obtain a visitor parking permit. To Register 
email botanicgardens@udel.edu or contact 
Sue Biddle at 302-831-2531

Christmas Tree Workshop from 4 to 6 on 
April 23rd, at Delaware Department of 
Agriculture on S. DuPont Hwy, below Dover.  
Register with your county extension office 
(NCC-cjmurphy@udel.edu, Kent-
carolm@udel.edu, Sussex 
wootten@udel.edu.

Archived editions of Ornamentals Hotline 
and a link to the photo blog is http://
extension.udel.edu/ornamentals/archive/

What's Hot!
GREENHOUSES often have insect activity even while temperatures 
outdoors are not conducive to insect development or activity.  We 
conducted a series of greenhouse visits throughout Delaware a 
few years ago and found most greenhouses had one or two thrips 
species present feeding on a variety of plants.  Western flower 
thrips and flower thrips were the most common species found 
and these feed on a wide array of horticulture and floriculture 
plants.

Adult thrips are small (1  2 mm) and may be yellowish, brown or 
black depending on the species.  Adults have two pairs of wings 
fringed with fine hairs, and wings are held parallel along their 
back when at rest.  Thrips feed by piercing the plant with their 
rasping/sucking mouthparts used to suck out plant cell contents.  
Feeding damage may deform flowers, leaves or shoots.  Silvery 
streaking and flecking frequently occurs on foliage from feeding.  
Immatures and adults are frequently found feeding in tight, 
hidden locations or in flowers.  Immature stages of thrips may be 
white, yellow or brown and do not have wings.  Thrips 
development is related to temperatures and humidity experienced 
by the insect.  Western flower and flower thrips are the most 
commonly found species. 

Western flower thrips feed on developing flowers prior to 
opening, which may cause flower buds to abort or cause flower 
deformation.  This thrips vectors the impatiens necrotic spot 
virus (INSV) and tomato spotted wilt virus (TSWV) tospoviruses  
two of the most destructive viruses found in herbaceous annuals 
and perennials. There are no cures for tospoviruses and infected 
plants must be destroyed.   
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Editor: Susan Barton
Extension Horticulturist

Diseases (Continued)

If property owners remove and replace tree 
outside of the claims process they are urged 
to visit  for 
instructions.  Removal should follow all 
safety guidelines and best practices. DuPont 
recommends disposal of tree material in 
solid waste landfills, where landfills will 
accept such waste. No debris should be left 
on site. The Imprelis label prohibits the use 
of clippings for mulch or compost. Under 
no circumstances should tree material be 
used for mulch or compost or disposed of 
in facilities that would turn it into compost 
or mulch (e.g. recycling). Trees that are cut 
down may be used for lumber, firewood, or 
to fuel various allowable wood burning 
processes. Open burning is an alternative, if 
permitted under local regulations.

www.imprelis-facts.com
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Insects (Continued)

Blue sticky cards are more attractive to western flower thrips 
than yellow, but both types will capture thrips (all species).  
Sticky cards should be checked and replaced weekly to keep 
abreast of thrips infestations in a greenhouse.  You can also 
search for thrips by tapping flowers on a white sheet of paper 
to dislodge the insects for counting.  Control with insecticides 
is difficult because of the feeding, oviposition and pupation 
locations these insects use.  Screening (exclusion) and 
sanitation are important components of culturally managing 
thrips populations.  Biological control options include: 
predatory mites (Hypoaspis miles, Amblyseius cucumeris, A. 
swirskii and A. degenerans), minute pirate bugs, lacewings, 
entomopathogenic nematodes (Steinernema feltiae) and 
entomopathogenic fungi (Beauveria bassiana, Metarhizium 
anisopliae).  Chemical control options include:  Pedestal, 
Azatin, Conserve, Pylon, Overture, neonicotinoids, pyrethroids 
and others.
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