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Dieback of flowering annuals may happen 
as flowers fade if plants are not dead-
headed (spent blossoms removed). 
However, larger scale chlorosis or dieback 
of plantings in beds or containers may be a 
sign of root rot. Samples this season have 
included root rots caused by Pythium, 
Fusarium, Rhizoctonia, and Thielaviopsis on 
annuals such as pansy, petunia, and annual 
Vinca. Affected plants should be removed 
and discarded.

Turf diseases such as Pythium blight, 
anthracnose, and brown patch continue to 
be problematic, favored by the wet weather 
and warm night temperatures.

With extremely hot weather take care in 
using pesticides.  They may volatize more 
readily and herbicides may be ineffective if 
plants are no longer actively growing and 
translocating.

Archived editions of Ornamentals Hotline 
and a link to the photo blog is http://
extension.udel.edu/ornamentals/archive/

What's Hot!

TWO SPOTTED SPIDER MITES.   Our cool, wet spring may have 
delayed warm season mite activity; however, two spotted mites 
have become numerous especially with recent hot weather.  The 
two-spotted spider mite, Tetranychus urticae, is a pest of 
landscapes and greenhouses.  Plants attacked by two-spotted 
spider mites include: roses, Euonymus, Baptisia, dogwood, pear, 
butterfly bush, marigold, canna, viburnum, chrysanthum and 
many others.

Spider mites inject their mouthparts into plant cells and suck out 
cell contents causing a flecking or stippled appearance.  Heavy 
infestations build webs, decrease plant vigor, and can cause 
premature leaf drop.  Two-spotted spider mites feed on the 
underside of the leaves, are yellowish green with a spot on either 
side and adults are active at 437-3518 [1894 peak] GDD.  Females 
lay an average of about 140 eggs when temperatures exceed 80°F 
and a generation can be completed in a week.     

Sample for spider mites by shaking plant material over a 
clipboard and white sheet of paper.  Mites will appear as rapidly 
moving dots and will smear when smashed.  Sample at least every 
other week during the summer.  Look for stippling on leaves or 
webbing on heavily infested plants.

Spraying plants with a strong stream of water dislodges some 
mites and provides relief to water-stressed plants.  Predatory 
mites and other predators feed on two-spotted spider mites, but 
they may have difficulty keeping populations low under ideal mite 
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DISEASES
Nancy Gregory
Plant Diagnostician

FLOWERING CHERRY TREES have been hit with several disease 
problems this year, which do not usually require control, but in 
combination or with successive infections have added to stress on 
trees. Cherries flowered nicely in the spring. Shortly after 
flowering, Monilinia blight caused by the fungus Monilinia moved 
in through the senescing flower terminals and caused quite a bit 
of dieback, which can still be seen as brown leaves and twigs, 
usually about 5-7 inches back from the tips.  Leaf spot moved in 
later.  We have seen mostly fungal shot hole leaf spot caused by 
Blumeriella, although there is also a bacterial shot hole leaf spot. 
Shot hole usually does not require chemical treatment for control. 
Sanitation is important;  rake up leaves in fall, and prune out 
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Editor: Susan Barton
Extension Horticulturist

Diseases (Continued)
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twigs with dieback. The Clinic has also received samples of 
gummosis and canker on cherry trees. Gummosis is a 
physiological response by the tree to some sort of wound or 
stress. Gummosis is not related to any one disease on 
cherry, but is merely a symptom that something is wrong. 
Bacterial cankers also occur on cherry, and are often 
followed by borer and bird damage, a sign of terminal 
decline in trees. Cherries that are grown for edible fruit are 
different, and must be treated with a chemical spray 
program.

conditions.  Horticultural oil, Hexygon, 
Floramite, and Forbid are some of the miticides 
available providing excellent mite control with 
minimal effects on natural enemies.  Other 
miticides available include Avid, Kontos, and 
Sanmite among others.  Pyrethroids and Merit 
(imidacloprid) are documented to cause 
increases in mite populations.  Use these 
products only when necessary and closely 
monitor mite populations after application.
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