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Check out the Blog for Hot Topics on the 
Plant Disease page of the UD Cooperative 
Extension website for continuing updates 
throughout the year: 

Guignardia leaf blotch on horsechestnut 
and buckeye is beginning to show. The 
disease will not kill trees, but preventative 
fungicides will protect specimen trees 
from unsightly blotch.  

Michigan State University is one of few labs 
in the U.S. to have done chemical testing 
for residues of Imprelis herbicide, used in 
2011. If you or your company applied 
Imprelis, please take a look at the MSU 
website update for 2013 at: 

http://extension.udel.edu/ag/category/hot
-topics/plant-diseases/

http://msue.anr.msu.edu/news/imprelis_
update_for_spring_2013 

What's Hot!
LECANIUM SCALES include a number of soft scales found in the 
landscape.  Fletcher scale, Parthenolecanium fletcheri, affects 
coniferous plants such as Taxus, arborvitae, junipers and bald 
cypress.  European fruit lecanium, Parthenolecanium corni, will 
infest many broad-leaved woody plants such as redbuds, 
hawthorns, oaks and dogwoods.  Oak lecanium, Parthenolecanium 
quercifex, feeds on oaks also.  These scale species have similar 
periods of crawler activity in our area.  

Fletcher scale crawlers are active from 310-1496 [896 peak] GDD  50

and European fruit lecanium crawlers are active from 590-1328 
[877 peak] GDD .    The important factor is to scout or monitor 50

populations when they are found for activity on plants you or 
your company manage.  Crawlers are tiny yellowish orange dots 
and can be observed by striking foliage to a sheet of paper which 
dislodges unsettled crawlers.  Double-sided tape can also be 
placed around stems near adults and periodically visited during 
the window of crawler activity reported in the preceding 
paragraph.  Crawlers settle on the undersides of needles or leaves 
and feed during the summer.  In the fall, the nymphs migrate to 
stems to overwinter and resume growth in the spring to complete 
their life cycle. 
 
Adult scales look like small round lumps or swollen areas on 
stems and branches.  Soft scales feed on plant sap and their 
excrement, honeydew, drops onto anything below the feeding 
sites.  Honeydew is a shiny, clear, sticky, sugary liquid that 
frequently attracts bees, flies, wasps and other insects, or has a 
black colored fungus called sooty mold growing on it.  

There are a number of parasitoids that will attack lecanium 
scales; thus it is important to examine scales for tiny exit holes in 
the scale cover. Lady beetles and lacewings are generalist 
predators that will feed on adults or crawlers.  

Chemical control is best achieved during crawler activity and 
horticultural oil or insecticidal soap are good options.  On 
occasion, a reapplication about 2-3 weeks after the first 
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SATURATED SOIL is still causing problems in the landscape. One 
key symptom of possible root problems is “smaller than normal 
leaf size”.  If water flow is not sufficient to the tops of trees, 
leaves may be smaller. On the other hand, if one branch or one 

application may be warranted.  Talus and 
Distance are insect growth regulators 
available for control and can be mixed with 
0.5% horticultural oil for successful 
control.  Neonicotinoids may be used as a 
drench around the plants; however, these 
products need to be applied between 2 
weeks and a month before crawler activity 
in order to provide time to get product to 
the target locations.  Other products are 
available for control but may adversely 
impact natural enemy populations.  
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Editor: Susan Barton
Extension Horticulturist
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side of a tree is dying back, look for canker lower on the tree. Vascular wilt diseases may also show as one-sided or 
one main lead affected.

ENTOMOSPORIUM LEAF SPOT on evergreen woody shrubs such as Photinia and indian hawthorn (Raphiolepis) can be 
problematic, especially in wet spring weather.  Leaf spots are red to purplish and usually circular, with dark fruiting 
bodies that form in the center of older spots. Spores are released from fungal fruiting bodies during the growing 
season, and are spread by splashing water and wind. New symptoms appear within 10 to12 days during humid 
weather. Fungicides may be applied preventatively to protect new growth. One note for these evergreen shrubs is 
that fungicides will not cure or reduce existing leaf spots; those spots will continue to be visible unless leaves fall. 
Spores may also continue to be produced, but fungicides such as thiophanate-methyl or triforine applied every 7-10 
days should protect new leaves. Pruning in the early spring and sanitation are important.  Currently, no selections of 
red tip photinia are resistant to Entomosporium leaf spot. In trials in Alabama, the indian hawthorn cultivars, 'Dwarf 
Yedda', 'Olivia', 'Indian Princess', 'Snow White', 'Eskimo', and Raphiolepis x delacourii, have shown resistance to 
Entomosporium leaf spot.
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