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Red Thread of turfgrass is noticeable in the 
landscape now. This time of year, the pink 
mycelium and sclerotia of red thread are 
common. It is caused by the fungus 
Laetisaria, and may cause patches of 
dieback in lawns, but will not kill the turf 
because it does not infect the roots and 
crown. It is most often found in stressed 
turf that is low in fertility.

Leaf spots and anthracnose are still 
prevalent in hardwood tree species. 
Sycamore trees have had trouble leafing 
out a second time and may still look bare.

Roseslug sawflies and oakslug sawflies are 
feeding on roses and oaks. 

We are offering a second tour of the 
sustainable suburban landscape in 
Applecross on Saturday, June 22 from 9-
11.  The address is 301 Ashview Drive in 
Wilmington.  It is in the Applecross 
development off Route 100 near 
Montchanin.  Come any time during those 
2 hours. Jules Bruck and Sue Barton will be 
there to answer your questions.

What's Hot!

BAGWORMS started hatching almost two weeks ago in Sussex 
County on 29 May (about 530 GDD ).  Bagworms are caterpillars 50

(Lepidoptera: Psychidae) preferring to feed on juniper, arborvitae, 
and Leyland cypress, but will eat a variety of other deciduous and 
coniferous plants.  Eggs typically hatch at 364 -710 GDD  (peaks 50

at 580) and larvae are found feeding in the “dunce cap” stage.  
Larvae feed 519-3041 GDD  (1453 peak) or when Viburnum 50

dentatum is in full bloom and begin to pupate around mid-August 
to early September.  Eggs will frequently hatch until around the 
middle of June, depending on oviposition and microclimate 
effects.  Search plants closely when looking for this stage and be 
sure to search interior sections of trees too. 

Bags carried by early instars have the 'dunce-cap' appearance 
whereas older larvae have bags that hang down.  Do not forget to 
scout plants near plants infested last year because the hatchlings 
disperse by ballooning on the wind to nearby plants.

Early applications made at the end of May could miss late 
hatching eggs so continued monitoring of treated plants is a good 
practice.  Applications in mid- to late-June targets both early and 
late hatching larvae and provides sufficient control often with 
little damage.  The amount of damage caused by small bagworms 
can vary depending on their ability to disperse away from where 
they hatch and the quantity of early instars.  Scout and monitor 
trees of concern to determine when a spray is necessary.  

Physically removing bagworms is one method of control; however 
this can get too labor intensive or impractical depending on the 
size of the plant or population.  Companion plants encourage 
parasitoids to remain in the area to attack bagworm pupae.  
Previous research found that late season applications of 
Acelepryn (chlorantraniliprole) controlled bagworms as well as 
Orthene (acephate).  Dipel (B. thuriengensis 'kurstaki'), Conserve 
(spinosad) and Acelepryn (chlorantraniliprole) are excellent 
products to apply around mid to late June for bagworm control 
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SATURATED SOIL can lead to problems with roots of trees and 
shrubs, and ultimately contribute to death or uprooting of trees. 
When soil becomes saturated through over-watering or heavy 
rains, plants cannot develop new fine feeder roots that are 
responsible for uptake of nutrients. A good root system also 
anchors a plant well into the planting site. Development of a good 

while conserving the natural enemies 
feeding on bagworms, such as wasps and 
parasitoids.  Pesticide applications 
targeting early instars are generally more 
effective than targeting larger bagworms.  
Other products available include Confirm, 
Tempo, Permethrin Pro, or other 
pyrethroids.  
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Editor: Susan Barton
Extension Horticulturist

Diseases (Continued)
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root system can take time, and over-watering can prevent root growth and establishment. Plants with an under-
developed root system are more prone to stress and root diseases. Subsequent stress from drought that may occur 
later in the season can lead to death of plants that do not have a good root system. Trees and shrubs without a good 
root system are more prone to upheaval and toppling during storms with wind. Proper planting and soil preparation 
with good drainage may prevent problems in the future. Saturated soil can also lead to problems in home gardens, 
vegetables and turf. Good drainage can help to avoid problems with root rot that may move in following flooding and 
saturated soil. 

DOWNY MILDEW has been observed on garden balsam, Impatiens balsamina in Newark, DE. Although more research is 
needed, we believe the pathogen is the same one that causes downy mildew on Impatiens walleriana. Check impatiens 
plants if you have them, and please send in any that may look like they have downy mildew, with yellowing on tops of 
leaves. Suspect plants may be taken to any county office or submitted directly to the UD Plant Diagnostic Clinic.

THOUSAND CANKERS DISEASE (abbreviated TCD) of black walnut has been identified in states surrounding Delaware, 
but not in Delaware. The disease is caused by the fungus Geosmithia that is carried by the tiny walnut twig beetle. June 
is the best month to take note of walnut trees that may have thinning of the crown, and clumps of leafy branches 
evident in the mid-section of the canopy. Send small branch samples about 1-2 inch diameter in to the UD Plant 
Diagnostic Clinic. 
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