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Bagworms have started to hatch. It is early 
in their hatch period so Bt will work really 
well now.  But, you will have to spray again 
to get bagworms that have not yet hatched.  
If you had an infested plant last year, it 
may still have old bags hanging.  They may 
or may not contain viable eggs.

Oxalis stricta (wood sorrell) is now going to 
seed.  Try to pull out or treat with a broad 
leaf herbicide before the seeds mature.  
Once seeds spread, the infestation will get 
much worse.

UD is hosting a sustainable landscape tour 
on June 14 (9AM - 3PM).  Cost is $40 and 
included lunch.  We will see and get 
updates on the Lepidoptera trail, bioswale 
project, constructed wetland, STAR 
revegetation project, rain garden at 
Football stadium.  We will also travel to 
Winterthur to see a planted wetland and 
the Applecross to tour the residential 
sustainable demonstration landscape.  To 
register, contact Carrie Murphy at 302-831-
2605.

Powdery mildew is evident now on 
flowering dogwood (Cornus florida). 
Symptoms include a reddening of leaves 
and sparse powdery sporulation of the 
fungus on the upper leaf surface. 
Terminals may be severely affected. 
Control options include spray applications 
of a fungicide such as myclobutanil or a 
bio-rational product such as neem oil.

What's Hot!

ROSESLUG SAWFLIES are a type of hymenopteran (Tenthredinidae) 
that feeds on various plants.  There are three species in our area: 
the common roseslug, bristly roseslug the curled roseslug 
sawflies.  All three of the species have light green colored larvae 
that feed on the undersides of rose leaves.  Early instars cause 
window-paning style injury to leaves where older larvae may 
skeletonize or consume larger portions of leaves.  Leaves with 
'window-pane' type of injury have a frosted-glasslike appearance 
to part of the leaf.  Larvae are frequently overlooked  during 
scouting trips as they feed and easily blend in well with the color 
of the leaf.  The damaged portion of the leaf often dries out after 
the insect has finished feeding and falls  leaving behind a smooth-
edged hole in the leaf with no culprit visible.  The roseslug 
sawflies have one generation a year for our area.  Adult 
emergence is frequently from mid- to late-May.  Larvae feed for a 
couple weeks then pupate in the soil typically underneath host 
plants.  

A variety of natural enemies may feed on roseslug sawflies 
although little information was available documenting this 
occurrence.  Probable predators include, assassin bugs, predatory 
stink bugs, lady beetles or lacewings.  Physical removal by hand-
picking or shaking them into a bucket of soapy water would be an 
option for small scale plantings (i.e., few plants).  Chemical 
control includes: Acelepryn, Conserve, horticultural oil, 
insecticidal soap, pyrethroids, imidacloprid, neem and acephate.
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INSECTS
Brian Kunkel
Ornamental IPM Specialist

DISEASES
Nancy Gregory
Plant Diagnostician

DIVERSITY in plantings is important in the landscape, and 
monoculture of plant species should be avoided. If a plant disease 
becomes an issue, many times only one plant species in a diverse 
planting will become severely affected. That brings us back to the 
concept of the disease triangle, where a susceptible host, suitable 
pathogen, and a favorable environment are all needed for a plant 
disease to develop. Many pathogens are specific to their hosts. 
Ash trees in housing developments are an example of plantings 
that have resulted in problems for neighborhoods. Ash trees are 
susceptible to a number of diseases and insect pests. If ash trees 
have been planted on multiple properties along a street, they may 
all show symptoms of decline, making the street plantings look 
poor. Ash are susceptible to ash rust, which we see almost every 
year, but this year it has been striking in the landscape and 
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Editor: Susan Barton
Extension Horticulturist
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prompted many questions from landscapers and homeowners. Ash also 
suffers from ash anthracnose, canker, root rot, and a number of insect 
pests. Environmental stress will often precede opportunistic pathogens 
and insects. The emerald ash borer has not been confirmed in Delaware 
yet, but it feeds only on ash and could decimate existing ash trees, 
especially those which have suffered from environmental stress and poor 
site choice. Diversity in annual flower beds is also suggested this year, 
due to the threat of impatiens downy mildew. Although we never know 
what the weather and the disease triangle will bring, a mixed planting can 
also be a good time to try new plant species that have been introduced to 
the trade. 

DAYLILY LEAF STREAK has been observed on daylily and lily of the 
valley. Foliar diseases usually do not kill these perennials, but cause 
stress and unsightly appearance that may result in reduced flowering 
next spring. Leaf diseases such as leaf streak and anthracnose are 
promoted by wet humid weather. Fungicide sprays and sanitation will 
help to control.

 
Sue Barton has started a blog and 
faculty web page for Ornamental 
Horticulture.  It contains both 
homeowner and professional 
information.  The URL is 

Archived editions of Ornamentals 
Hotline and a link to the photo 
blog is http://
Extension.udel.edu/ornamentals/
archive/

http://sites.udel.edu/suebarton/.  
Check it out and pass on the link 
to your customers.
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