
Protect Science from Political Manipulation and Censorship 

 

Scientific Integrity practices and policies allow government scientists to clearly understand the 

challenges we face, communicate vital information to the policymakers and the public, and 

ensure public health and safety policies are grounded in the best available science. Without a 

strong culture of scientific integrity, scientists and scientific research are vulnerable to being 

silenced, censored, or manipulated for political exploitation or special interests. From ensuring 

we have clean air to managing disease outbreaks to ensuring our water, food, and household 

products are safe, scientific integrity in federal decision-making helps save lives.   

Unfortunately, the Union of Concerned Scientists’ recent analysis reveals more the forty efforts 

by the Trump Administration in just the first six months to sideline science from efforts to 

protect public health, safety, and the environment. But President Trump isn’t the first president 

to politicize science—the Obama, George W. Bush, and Clinton administrations all 

misrepresented or suppressed science they didn’t like. And, while some federal agencies have 

developed policies to protect government science and scientists, these policies are at risk of 

being ignored or rescinded.  

That’s why some members of Congress are trying to protect scientific integrity and agency 

scientists’ ability to fulfill their missions by making these policies law: They introduced the 

Scientific Integrity Act – proactive legislation that requires federal science agencies to adopt and 

implement scientific integrity policies. With more than a hundred senators and representatives as 

co-sponsors, this effort is gaining traction— and a strong voice from scientist-constituents who 

can speak to the public about the need for scientific integrity and the real-world benefits of 

independent science is critical for keeping this momentum going. 

Write a Letter to the Editor (LTE) of your local paper to put a public 

spotlight on the need for the Scientific Integrity Act and bring home why the 

American public needs to hold our government accountable for political 

interference in science.  

Below are sample talking points for a LTE, but the effectiveness of this letter depends on the 

ability to drive home what’s at stake in your town and state when independent science is stripped 

out of our policymaking and governance. To ensure bipartisan support, it’s also important to 

highlight that this problem goes beyond the Trump administration and has a long history.  

Learn more about scientific integrity in government, the Scientific Integrity Act, and tips for 

writing a LTE. For further guidance and resources on science communication and advocacy, 

check out the Toolkit to Watchdog for Science. 

http://www.ucsusa.org/center-science-and-democracy/promoting-scientific-integrity/sidelining-science-from-day-one#.WXDat4QrJOQ
http://www.ucsusa.org/center-science-and-democracy/promoting-scientific-integrity/preserving-scientific-integrity#.WXD2q4QrJOQ
http://blog.ucsusa.org/gretchen-goldman/congress-is-trying-to-protect-federal-scientists-because-president-trump-isnt
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/8540478/8540478-6244568334692552708
http://www.ucsusa.org/take-action/science-network/toolkit-watchdog-science#.WXDggIQrJOQ


Talking Points:  

- Main message to put in your own words: The ability for government scientists to do 

independent research and share their findings with the public and policymakers is 

essential for our ability to make effective decisions on our health, safety, and 

environment.  

- Use a local example to frame the LTE. Whether that’s drought, floods, or food safety, 

pick a locally-relevant issue to frame your letter on to help the readers make the 

connection between scientific integrity and their daily lives. 

- Yet, in recent years, the federal government has begun to censor and suppress science’s 

role in public policy decisions, putting our health and environment at risk. There are even 

efforts to dismantle the very process by which the government uses science to inform 

policy decisions.  

- Examples of current threats to scientific integrity that LTE authors could use: 

o EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt didn’t even consult with agency scientists when he 

made a decision to allow the use of chlorpyrifos, a pesticide that is known to harm 

children’s developing brains.   

o The Department of Interior has suspended the activity of hundreds of federal 

science advisory committees, robbing the government and the public of 

independent science advice on issues from endangered species conservation to 

energy development.  

o Some in Congress are pushing legislation like the Regulatory Accountability Act 

that would undermine the Clean Air Act and other laws that rely on science.   

- Our health and safety depends on our ability to keep government officials honest and 

prevent political interference in science. That’s why some members of Congress have 

introduced the Scientific Integrity Act to require government agencies to have policies 

and practices that protect scientists and research from political interference.  

- If we’re going to be able to tackle such pressing problems as [referencing the public 

safety and environmental problems cited above], 

o If your elected officials are co-sponsors: We need to thank and support X 

policymakers’ co-sponsorship of this bill and call on them to encourage their 

colleagues to join and help make this bill a reality. 

o If they are not: We need X, Y, Z elected officials to represent their constituents’ 

safety and becoming co-sponsors of this bill. 

 

 

 


