
 

 

 

President Trump’s Proposed 2019 Budget Eviscerates Federal Science, Rural 

and Environmental Programs  
 

 

On February 12th, 2018 President Trump released his fiscal year (FY) 2019 budget. The budget 

would impose severe cuts to health, science, research and development, and environmental 

programs across federal agencies. Listed below are the proposed budgets for key science-based 

programs across eight federal agencies: the Center for Disease Control and Prevention, the U.S. 

Department of Agriculture, the Department of Energy, the Department of Interior, the 

Environmental Protection Agency, the Federal Emergency Management Agency at the 

Department of Homeland Security, the National Air and Space Administration, and the National 

Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. Each section tracks the amount allocated to the 

program in FY 2017 and the amounts President Trump proposed for the programs in both FY 

2018 and FY 2019.1 The Union of Concerned Scientists will continue our work to prevent cuts to 

science-based agencies and increase federal funding for our top priorities such as climate 

preparedness, clean energy innovation, sustainable agriculture, and public health, especially in 

historically disadvantaged communities.   

 
 

(1) Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC): The CDC is our nation's primary 

health protection agency under the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. The CDC is 

responsible for conducting scientific research and providing information to protect the public 

against dangerous health threats. The CDC is also critical in helping provide rapid response to 

threats when they arise. 

In fiscal year 2019, President Trump proposed a CDC budget amount of $5.59 billion. His 

proposal would decrease the CDC budget by $7.61 million—a 12 percent cut from fiscal year 

2017 funding levels. 

 

 

(2) U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA): President Trump proposed an USDA fiscal year 

2019 budget amount of $19 billion, cutting the overall USDA budget by $3.7 billion—a 16 

percent decrease. 

  

• Agriculture Food and Research Initiative (AFRI): This initiative supports research, 

education and extension activities in six Farm Bill priority areas: plant health and 

production and plant products; animal health and production and animal products; food 

safety, nutrition, and health; bioenergy, natural resources, and environment; agriculture 

systems and technology; and agriculture economies and rural communities. 

 

                                                           
1 FY 2019 numbers in this document incorporate the Addendum to the FY 2019 Budget released by the White 
House on February 12, 2018.  
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In FY17, the AFRI program was funded at $375 million. In FY18, President Trump 

proposed decreasing the program’s budget by $26 million to $349 million—a 6.93 

percent cut. In FY19, President Trump proposed a budget amount of $375, maintaining 

program funding levels from FY17. 

 

• Sustainable Agriculture Research and Education Program (SARE): SARE offers grants to 

farmers, ranchers and agriculture professionals for on-farm research, education, and 

professional and community development. Projects address pest management, energy, 

stewardship, marketing, systems research. 

 

In FY17, the SARE program was funded at $27 million. In FY18, President Trump 

proposed cutting the program by $2.3 million to $24.7 million—a 9 percent cut. In FY19, 

President Trump proposed a budget amount of $19 million, cutting the program funding 

by $8 million—nearly a 30 percent cut. 

 

• Organic Agriculture Research and Extension Initiative (OREI): This USDA program 

seeks to solve critical organic agriculture issues, priorities, or problems through the 

integration of research, education, and extension activities. The purpose of this program 

is to fund projects that will enhance the ability of producers and processors who have 

already adopted organic standards to grow and market high quality organic agricultural 

products. 

 

In FY17, the OREI program was funded at $17.6 million. In FY18, President Trump 

proposed $17.6 million, the same as the FY17 enacted level. In FY19, President Trump 

provided no mandatory program funding for OREI, in part because OREI is not 

authorized by Congress beyond fiscal year 2018. 

 

• Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP): A popular voluntary conservation program 

that encourages producers to address resource concerns in a comprehensive manner, CSP 

participants receive an annual payment for operation-level environmental benefits they 

produce. CSP is a unique program in that there is no specified funding total; rather, the 

cost of the program is limited because no more than 10 million acres can be enrolled in 

the program during a given year. 

 

In FY19, while President Trump proposed a budget of $1.5 billion for existing CSP 

contracts, the budget essentially eliminates the program by removing the requirement to 

enroll 10 million new acres in the program each year. 

 

• Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP): SNAP, formerly known as the 

“Food Stamp Program,” is a USDA program that offers nutrition assistance to millions of 

eligible, low-income individuals and families and provides economic benefits to 

communities. This is the largest program in the domestic hunger safety net. 

 

In FY17, the SNAP program was funded at $79.6 billion. In FY18, President Trump 

proposed slashing the program by $6 billion to $73.6 billion—a 7.6 percent cut. In FY19, 

President Trump proposed a budget amount of $62.5 billion, cutting the program funding 



 
 

 
3 

 

by more than $17 billion—a 21.5 percent cut. Proposed cuts for SNAP would total more 

than $98 billion over 5 years, and more than $213 billion over 10 years. 

 

• Food Insecurity Nutrition Incentive (FINI): The FINI program supports projects to 

increase the purchase of fruits and vegetables among low-income consumers participating 

in the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) by providing incentives at the 

point of purchase.  

 

In FY17, the FINI program was funded at $16.7 million. In FY18, President Trump 

proposed increasing funding for the program by $7 million to $25 million based on the 

2014 Farm Bill, which granted $100 million in mandatory funding over the life of the 

farm bill (2014-2018) in varying amounts—a 41.9 percent increase overall. In FY19, 

President Trump provided no mandatory program funding for FINI, in part because FINI 

is not authorized by Congress beyond fiscal year 2018. 

 

• Value Added Producer Grant Program (VAPG): VAPG helps agricultural producers enter 

value-added activities related to the processing and/or marketing of new products. 

 

In FY17, the VAPG program was funded at a total of $18 million, with $15 million from 

the fiscal year 2017 budget deal and $3 million from the 2014 Farm Bill.  

In FY18, President Trump proposed cutting all mandatory and discretionary funding for 

VAPG—a 100 percent cut. In FY19, President Trump proposed eliminating VAPG, 

claiming there is no evidence of improved outcomes such as economic growth and 

decreasing out-migration. 

 

 

 

(3) U.S. Department of Energy (DOE): 

 

• Office of Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy (EERE): The Energy Department’s 

EERE program invests one third of its budget in the 17 DOE National Laboratories, and 

collaborates with innovators and businesses to conduct R&D in renewable energy, energy 

efficiency, and sustainable transportation. EERE also provides technical assistance and 

credit support to advance innovative clean energy projects, as well as direct support to 

states to increase energy efficiency. These efforts create jobs and advance workforce 

development: the $12 billion taxpayer investment in EERE has yielded an estimated net 

economic benefit to the United States of more than $230 billion to date, with an overall 

annual return on investment of more than 20 percent. 

 

In FY17, the EERE program was funded at $2.09 billion. In FY18, President Trump 

proposed decreasing the program funding by $1.45 billion—a 69.6 percent cut. In FY19, 

President Trump proposed a budget amount of $696 million, cutting the program funding 

by more than two thirds. 

 

• Advanced Research Projects Agency (ARPA-E): ARPA-E funds high-potential, early-

stage projects that require modest investments to accelerate their adoption, filling a gap in 
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private sector investment where risk is too high. Of the 580 ARPA-E projects funded 

prior to February 2017, 74 teams attracted more than $1.8 billion in private sector follow-

on funding, and at least 50 teams formed new companies. Funding for ARPA-E is critical 

to maintaining America’s competitive advantage in the growing global clean energy 

market and to identifying innovative solutions to the climate crisis. 

 

In FY17, the ARPA-E program was funded at $306 million. In FY18, President Trump 

proposed eliminating the program. President Trump proposed once again to eliminate the 

program for fiscal year 2019. 

  

• Office of Electricity Delivery and Energy Reliability (OE): The Energy Department’s OE 

office works to strengthen, transform, and improve energy infrastructure to ensure access 

to affordable, reliable, secure, and clean energy. OE achieves these goals through 

collaborations with industry and government partners to modernize the electric grid and 

increase the resilience of electric infrastructure. Ongoing projects include work to 

improve clean energy transmission and reliability, research and develop smart grids, and 

support energy storage efforts.  

 

In FY17, the OE program was funded at $230 million. In FY18, President Trump 

proposed cutting the OE office by $110 million—a 48 percent funding cut.  

 

In FY17, the Energy Storage program within OE was funded at $31 million. In FY18, 

President Trump proposed decreasing the program by $23 million—a 74 percent cut. In 

FY19, President Trump proposed a budget amount of $8 million, cutting the program 

funding by 74 percent.  

 

• National Nuclear Security Administration (NNSA): The NNSA is responsible for 

maintaining U.S. nuclear weapons, including the bombs and warheads attached to the 

missiles and planes that the U.S. Department of Defense develops. The biggest area is the 

NNSA Weapons Activities budget. 

 

In FY17, the NNSA program was funded at $12.8 billion. In FY18, President Trump 

proposed boosting the program by $1.4 billion, an 11 percent increase. In FY19, 

President Trump proposed a budget amount of $15.1, boosting the program funding by 

17.5 percent.  

 

Of most concern is the White House proposal for a 40 percent increase for the NNSA 

program most focused on U.S. nuclear weapons, Directed Stockpile Work. That funding 

would go from $3.3 billion to $4.7 billion in fiscal year 2019.  

 

The FY19 budget request once again seeks to terminate the MOX program, a misguided 

initiative to dispose of excess plutonium. For the last several years, however, Congress 

has refused to agree to cancel the program.  
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(4) Department of the Interior (DOI): In FY19, President Trump proposed a DOI budget 

amount of $11.3 billion, cutting the DOI budget by $2.2 billion—a 16% cut.  

 

• Fish and Wildlife Service: The Fish and Wildlife Service at DOI works to conserve, 

protect, and enhance fish, wildlife, plants, and their habitats for the continuing benefit of 

the American people. 

 

In FY17, Fish and Wildlife Service was funded at $1.52 billion. In FY18, President 

Trump proposed slashing the program by $217 million—a 14 percent cut. In FY19, 

President Trump proposed a budget amount of $1.23 billion, cutting the office funding by 

$286,652,000—a 19 percent cut.  

 

• Ecological Services: This program manages habitat and recovery plans for endangered 

and threatened species.  

 

In FY17, Ecological Services was funded at $240 million. In FY18, President Trump 

proposed cutting the program by $14.7 million—a 6 percent cut. In FY19, President 

Trump proposed a budget amount of $211 million, cutting the office funding by 

$28,224,000—a 12 percent cut. 

 

• Listing: Funds for adding threatened and endangered species to federal protection under 

the Endangered Species Act.  

 

In FY17, DOI’s Listings was funded at $20,515,000. In FY18, President Trump proposed 

slashing the program by $3.39 million—a 16.5 percent cut. In FY19, President Trump 

proposed a budget amount of $10,941,000, a 47 percent cut to the office funding. 

 

 

 

(5) The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA): In fiscal year 2019, President Trump 

proposed an EPA budget amount of $6.15 billion. His proposal, yet again, would decrease the 

EPA budget by $2.1 billion—a 25.6 percent cut from the EPA’s enacted budget in fiscal year 

2017. 

• Science and Technology Account: The EPA’s Science & Technology Account funds 

EPA research that addresses a wide range of environmental and health concerns. It 

encompasses both long-term basic and near-term applied research to provide the 

scientific knowledge and technologies necessary for preventing, regulating, and abating 

pollution, and to anticipate emerging environmental issues.  

 

A critical program within this Account is the EPA’s National Vehicle and Fuels Emission 

Laboratory, which plays a critical role in undertaking transparent analysis for the 

development of fuel economy and emissions standards and watchdogging the automotive 

industry.  
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In FY17, the Science and Technology Account was funded at $713.8 million. For fiscal 

year 2018, President Trump proposed cutting the Science and Technology Account by 

$255,661,000—a 36 percent cut. In FY19, President Trump proposed a budget amount of 

$448,965,000, cutting the account by $260 million—a 36 percent cut. 

 

With respect to the National Vehicles Lab, President Trump in fiscal year 2018 proposed 

reducing its budget by 18 percent to $76,010,000. In FY19 President Trump again 

proposed to decrease the budget to $75,135,000—a 19 percent cut compared to the 

annualized FY17 continuing resolution. 

 

• Compliance and Enforcement: EPA’s compliance and enforcement programs are critical 

for deterring and holding industry accountable for polluting the nation’s air, water, and 

land.  

 

In FY17, compliance and enforcement throughout the EPA was underfunded at $526 

million. In FY18, President Trump proposed cutting funding for enforcement and 

compliance by a quarter, to a total of $132 million. In FY19, President Trump proposed 

cutting compliance and enforcement funding by $64 million—a 12 percent cut compared 

to FY17. 

 

• The Office of Environmental Justice: The Office of Environmental Justice at the EPA 

protects human health and the environment in communities overburdened by 

environmental pollution. It works to ensure the meaningful involvement of all people, 

particularly communities of color, low-income and Indigenous populations, in the 

environmental decision-making process. 

 

In FY17, Office of Environmental Justice was funded at $6,401,500. In FY18, President 

Trump proposed eliminating the office completely. In FY19, President Trump proposed a 

budget amount of $2 million, cutting the office funding by $4,691,000—a 70 percent cut. 

 

• The Superfund Program: The EPA Superfund program is responsible for cleaning up 

some of most contaminated land in our country and responding to environmental 

emergencies and natural disasters.  

 

In FY17, the Superfund Program was funded at $1.088 billion. In FY18, President Trump 

proposed cutting the Superfund program by $330 million—a 30 percent cut. In FY19, 

President Trump proposed maintain fiscal year 2017 funding levels for the Superfund 

program. 

 

• Clean Air and Climate Programs: The EPA climate and clean air programs are an 

aggregation of clean air, air and energy, and sustainable communities line items in the 

Science & Technology account, as well as Clean Air in the Environmental Programs and 

Management account.   

 

In FY17, these programs throughout the EPA were funded at $615,872,000. In FY18, 

President Trump proposed slashing clean air and climate programs by $302 million—a 
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cut of 49 percent. In FY19, President Trump proposed decreased funding for EPA’s clean 

air and climate programs by $311 million—a 49.5 percent cut. 

 

• Chemical Safety and Hazard Investigation Board: This EPA board investigates chemical 

disasters. It also identifies causes and impacts of hazardous chemical incidents, such as 

the Arkema facility chemical disaster in the aftermath of Hurricane Harvey, which led to 

the hospitalization of first responders and community-wide illnesses from toxic 

emissions. 

 

In FY17, this board was funded at $11 million. In FY18, President Trump proposed 

eliminating this program. In FY19, President Trump proposed decreased funding by $9 

million—an 18 percent cut. 
 

(6) The Federal Emergency Management Agency at the Department of Homeland Security 

(FEMA): President Trump proposed a fiscal year 2019 FEMA budget of $2,122,733,000. This 

proposes cutting the FEMA budget by $901,267,000—a 30 percent cut relative to 2017 Agency 

funding levels. 

• Pre-Disaster Mitigation Program: The U.S. spends only about 2 percent of the cost of 

rebuilding following a disaster on preemptively minimizing damages before they occur. 

The National Pre-Disaster Mitigation program reduces the risk and cost associated with 

disasters by providing technical assistance and grants to states, territories, regions, 

communities, and Tribes across the country. While other FEMA mitigation funds are 

only available after a disaster, the Pre-Disaster Mitigation program funds communities 

and states to take action before the next flood, storm, or other disaster. In addition to 

funding the planning and implementation of resilience projects, the program raises public 

awareness of the benefits of pre-disaster mitigation.  

 

In FY17, the Pre-Disaster Mitigation program was funded at $63 million. In FY18, 

President Trump proposed slashing the program by $23.9 million—a 38 percent cut. In 

FY19, President Trump proposed a budget amount of $39.02 million, cutting the program 

funding by $60,984,000—a 61 percent cut. 

 

• Flood Hazard Mapping and Risk Analysis Program (Risk MAP): The Risk MAP program 

collaborates with regions, states, communities, and Tribes across the country to save lives 

and property by supporting risk reduction and mitigation strategies. Flooding is one of the 

most common and costly disasters, and Risk MAP helps local and national decision 

makers respond to changes in flood risk that occur as a result of infrastructure 

development, weather changes, and other factors. 

 

In FY17, the Risk MAP program was funded at $177,531,000. In FY18, President Trump 

proposed eliminating the program. In FY19, President Trump proposed a budget amount 

of $100 million, cutting the program funding by $77,531,000—a 44 percent cut. 
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(7) National Air and Space Administration (NASA): In fiscal year 2019, President Trump 

proposed a NASA budget amount of $19.9 billion, increasing the budget by $239 million—a 1.2 

percent bump. (Note: the White House FY 2019 budget proposal cut funding for NASA by $61 

million, but the subsequent budget addendum added an additional $300 million to NASA's 

budget levels.) 

• NASA Earth Science programs: The Earth Systematic Missions program develops and 

operates satellites designed to improve understanding of Earth systems and their response 

to natural- and human-induced changes. Resulting data helps scientists and communities 

across the country determine how to better predict, mitigate, or adapt to future changes. 

In FY17, the Earth Science budget was funded at $1.92 billion. In FY18, President 

Trump proposed decreasing the budget by $166.9 million—a 9 percent cut. In FY19, 

President Trump proposed a budget amount of $1.8 billion, cutting the program funding 

by $121 million—a 6 percent cut. 

 

(8) The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA): 

 

• National Environmental Satellite, Data, and Information Service (NESDIS): NESDIS’s 

Environmental Satellite Observing Systems program at NOAA procures, launches, and 

operates satellites that provide critical data and information products to scientists, 

weather forecasters, and first responders. NESDIS satellites provide 93 percent of the 

data used by the National Weather Service’s models, and support high-resolution, near-

real time weather and storm tracking. NESDIS also operates the Search and Rescue 

satellite system and monitors global sea ice conditions and other essential safety 

information. 

 

In FY17, the NESDIS program was funded at $2,195,641,000. In FY18, President Trump 

proposed slashing the program by $388,387,000 million—an 18 percent cut. In FY19, 

President Trump proposed cutting the NESDIS budget amount by a quarter to 

$1,640,021,000. 

 

• Office of Oceanic and Atmospheric Research (OAR): The Office of Oceanic and 

Atmospheric Research (OAR) is NOAA’s central research line office charged with 

improving the understanding of changes in the Earth's environment. OAR integrates and 

conducts research across NOAA to advance NOAA’s mission by providing better 

forecasts and improving understanding of the Earth and its processes. OAR conducts 

research on ocean acidification, aquaculture, severe weather, climate change, and deep 

sea environments and develops technology such as observing systems, unmanned aircraft 

systems, and autonomous underwater vehicles. 

 

In FY17, the OAR program was funded at $510,826,000. In FY18, President Trump 

proposed slashing the program by $164,100,000 million—a 32 percent cut. In FY19, 

President Trump proposed a budget amount of $321,651,000, cutting the program 

funding by 37 percent. 

 


