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Recent University of Chicago’s College graduate Simone Browne, AB’19, passes professional 

carillon exam at the Guild of Carillonneurs in North America (GCNA)’s annual conference 

 

CHICAGO—Simone Browne, AB’19, member of the University of Chicago Guild of Carillonneurs, passed 

her professional examination at Bok Tower Gardens in Lake Wales, Florida last week. Under the 

guidance of Rockefeller Chapel's Joey Brink, Simone performed at 8:30 a.m. on Wednesday, June 12, 

2019 in front of more than a hundred carillonneurs from around the world gathered for the 77th Congress 

of the Guild of Carillonneurs in North America (GCNA).  

 

Her program included selections by Milford Myhre, Liesbeth Janssens, Alice Gomez, and John Knox. 

Before receiving the invitation to perform at the Congress, a jury of six listened to recordings of her 

playing on the Laura Spelman Rockefeller Memorial Carillon over the last year. Simone is the only 

UChicago student to achieve professional status in the last five years and is one of the only UChicago 

students ever to be awarded this title.  

 

The purpose of the Guild examination is to certify and acknowledge performance proficiency, including 
excellence in musicianship and carillon technique. 
 

For information about the Rockefeller Chapel carillon may be found at http://rockefeller.uchicago.edu/the-

carillon. 

 

Rockefeller Chapel is located at 5850 South Woodlawn Avenue, Chicago, Illinois 60637.  

 

For further information about the carillon, contact Joey Brink, University carillonneur, 

jbrink@uchicago.edu. For general event inquiries and media, contact Eden Sabala, special events 

manager, esabala@uchicago.edu or 773.834.4685.  
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Rockefeller Chapel, the University of Chicago’s iconic ceremonial and spiritual center, is a major arts 

presenter and venue for the performing arts. Rockefeller Chapel offers diverse, with a particular focus on 

music played on—and composed for—its world class carillon and organ, and on choral performance.  

 

The Laura Spelman Rockefeller Memorial Carillon was installed in 1932 and, with its sister carillon in New 
York, is one of the two largest musical instruments of any kind ever built. It is played twice daily high 
above campus by University Carillonneur Joey Brink, his twenty students, and distinguished guest artists.  
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