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Other Products 

 
uSee Site 

 

We also manufacture several other products.  
These include: 
 
uSee Remote Monitoring 
 
The uSee remote monitoring system is a low 
cost, web based remote monitoring solution that 
can be accessed from any computer, anywhere 
in the world. 
 
The Table Reader 
 
The table reader is useful for reading tags as you 
are placing them in the animals ears 
 
Bluetooth Scale Adaptor 
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Table Reader           Scales Adaptor 

A Bluetooth scale adaptor is also available to 
wirelessly connect a Bluetooth Pipe Reader to a 
set of Ruddweigh or TruTest scales 

For more information have a look at our website:  http://www.usee.com.au and 
http://www.harringtonsystems.com.au 

http://www.usee.com.au/
http://www.harringtonsystems.com.au/
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Harrington Systems Electronics 

Quick start guide for the NLIS Pipe Reader 
                              

The NLIS Pipe reader is an easy to use NLIS ear tag reader...  Please take 
some time to familiarize yourself with the READER and some tags before 
you start work in the cattle yards.  Under the black screw-on cap you will 
find a silver on-off switch, a red press to reset button and a five-pin plug 
for the battery charger and the data download cable.  Watch the screen as 
you flick the on-off switch, you will see your personal reader identity display 
for a few seconds as the Reader powers up. The black switch near the 
screen is the read switch which is a rocker switch (see page 9).  The pipe 
reader always starts up in the race mode.  This mode is particularly useful 
as you can reset the race counter after every full race. This keeps track of 
your progress, each race at a time, to verify your count, in case a beast is 
missed.  When you reset the race counter, the tags that you have just read, 
remain in the mob counter, but the race counter is zeroed, ready for the 
next race full to be read.   
 
Turning the reader off or the battery going flat at any time will not erase 
your data.   
  
Remember to charge the reader for 5 to 6 hrs before going to the yards.   
Just plug it in each night and you will have no trouble reading the following 
day. 
 
The Reader is fully compatible with recent Trutest and Ruddweigh scale 
models.   
 
Please call us for more information regarding our Table Reader for reading 
tags as they are put in, and our folding extension Reader suitable for 
saleyards. 
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Installation of software 
 
Installing the NLIS Pipe Reader onto your computer begins by inserting the USB drive that came with 
your reader into your computer 

 
The following screen will automatically appear.  If it does not, double click on “My Computer” on your 
desktop (See picture below) and then double click on the red bull’s head 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
My Computer Icon on toy desktop (This is just called “Computer” in Windows Vista) 
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Standard Reader (USB Cable) Installation 
 
If you have a standard reader, then you need to select the “Install USB Driver” option.  The following 
screen will appear 

 

 
 

Choose the “Install” option.  A message box should then appear saying that the installation is 
successful.  Then plug the USB cable that came with the reader into your computer.   
 

    
 

The screen above will appear.  Choose “No, not this time” and then “Next”.  Click “Next” again.  If 
the following screen appears, it is extremely important that you click the “Continue Anyway” button. 
 

 
 
You will need to repeat this process again to finish the cable installation.  After that is done, the 
cable is ready to be used with the reader.  When plugging the cable into the Reader, make sure that 
you line the plug up before pushing it in.  Always grip the cable by the plug, not the cord. 
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Bluetooth software installation 
 
PLEASE NOTE:  If your computer already has Bluetooth installed, please contact us.  DO 
NOT install the Bluetooth software 
 
If you have a Bluetooth reader, you will need to install the Bluetooth software.  You do this by 
choosing the “Install Bluetooth driver” option.  The following screen will appear 
 

 
 

After clicking OK, the setup program will start. 
 

 
 

    
 

   
 
You then install the software by clicking “Next” until you are asked to restart your computer.  Click 
“Finish”, and your computer will restart. 
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After your computer has restarted, plug in your Bluetooth dongle, and the “Welcome to Bluetooth” 
screen will appear. 
 

     
 
When this screen appears, enter a device name (if you want) and then click OK.  The main Bluetooth 
window will then appear. 
 
Now turn on you reader, without holding any switches.  The reader will search for your computer 
and attempt to connect.  When it does, the “Enter Bluetooth Passkey window” will appear.  Enter the 
passkey “default” quickly, as you will only have 30 seconds.  The “Bluetooth service authorization” 
screen will then appear.  Click on the “Always allow this device to access this service” checkbox and 
then Yes.  The reader is now ready to use with your computer. 
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The Pipe Reader Software 
 
Your computer will then be ready for the NLIS Pipe Reader software.  To install this software, go 
back to the main installation screen (shown below) and click on “Install Software” 
 

 
 

The following screen will appear.  To install the software, keep clicking “Next” until the software 
starts installing. 

 

    
 
The following “Borland Database Engine” screen will appear.  Click “OK”, and it will then be installed. 

 

 
 
The NLIS Pipe Reader software installation will then be complete 
 
Now go into “Settings”: 
“Owner details”:  Fill out all your ‘details’ and your ‘database password and  user name’, this will save 
you time when you are creating a file and the automatic transfer to the database will now be set up. 
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Using the NLIS Pipe Reader 

To read a tag - using the race counter – Mode 1 

 
1. Select the mob number you wish to record the numbers into e.g. 1 to 20 by 

holding in the red button on the end, while you use the read button to scroll 
either up or down to your desired mob number.  The mobs can be renamed 
(Cows, Steers, Wet, Dry etc) and to do this see page 18.   For Bluetooth 
models, you can hold the read switch forward to stop the reader searching for a 
computer, and so start up quicker. 

  
2. Count the cattle into your race, then read the tags, preferably by starting at the 

rear of the race working your way forward, passing the reader behind the ear of 
the beast and pressing either the forward or rear positions of the read rocker 
switch at the same time.  The switch can be held down continually as you walk 
along the race or to read tags at home before you put them in ears, but this 
uses the battery up faster.  The side of the reader has a larger read range than 
the end of the reader. 

 
3. Check the race counter matches your count, if not, you may have missed a 

beast or you have a faulty tag.  Time is saved here by only having to redo the   

race until the number is found by watching the counter.  The direction that you 

press the read switch does not matter in this mode. 
 

4. Zero the race counter ready for the next race by pressing the red button at 
the end of the reader. 

  

To reset the race counter to zero 

 
Press the red button at the end of the reader, to zero the counter, after you 
have successfully read the full race.  This is just to confirm the reader has 
successfully read the same number you have counted in the race. 
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To read a tag in Two mob mode (Mode 2) 

 
The two mob mode allows you to read into different mobs on the reader, at the 
same time depending on which way that you press the read switch, handy for 
heifers/steers, No.4’s/5’s,wet/dry etc. 

 

1. Firstly turn the reader off (the silver switch) 

 

2. While holding the red button down, turn the reader (the silver switch) on, keep 
holding the red button down until two mobs are shown on the screen.  

 

3. Press the read switch forward to read into the mob shown at the top of the 
screen, and press the read switch backward to read into the mob shown on the 
bottom of the screen. 

 
2. If you wish to change mobs, press and hold the red button while using the      

read switch to scroll up or down to the desired mob, so in either mode you  
        could have tags read into any of the twenty mobs available. Remember push 
front of switch for mob displayed at the top of screen, rear to use mob shown on the 
bottom of screen. 
 

To change the mob (in either Race mob and Two mob mode) 

  
Hold in the red button at the end of the reader and use the read switch to scroll 
through to the desired mob. 
 

To erase the Reader 

  
With the reader turned off, hold the red button in, and also the read switch 
forward, then turn the reader on, until the reader displays “Reader erased”.  This 
can also be done with the reader software, in the reader menu by clicking on 
“Erase Reader”. 



 12 

To get the tags out of the reader 

 
 
Step 1) Connecting your Reader to the computer 

Standard Reader 
 

Your Standard Reader will have come with a USB cable.  You only need to use this cable when 
you want to get the tag numbers off the reader. 

 
Step 1a) To connect your Standard Reader to the computer, make sure that your Reader 

is off, and then plug the cable into the Reader, and then the computer.  You are 
now able to turn the Reader on, and are ready to go. 

 

Bluetooth Reader 
 

If you have a Bluetooth reader, you are able to get the tags off the reader, without actually 
plugging it into your computer 

 
Step 1a) Make sure that your Bluetooth dongle is plugged into a spare USB port in your 

computer, and that your reader is off. 
   

   

                            
 

         A Bluetooth Dongle The blue Bluetooth icon (If this is grey 
then Bluetooth isn’t working) 

 
Step 1b) Turn the reader on, without holding any switches.  The reader will display 

searching on the screen, and then connect to your computer 
 

 
 

The green Bluetooth icon means that the reader is connected 
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Step 2) Open the Pipe Reader software, by double clicking on the NLIS  
  Pipe Reader icon on your desktop 
 

 
The Pipe Reader Icon 

 
Step 3) The Pipe Reader software will then automatically search for a Reader.  The program 

may appear to “freeze”, but the software will still be searching for the Reader 
 

  
 

Step 4) The main Pipe Reader program will appear 
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Step 5) You are now able to download the tags off the Reader by clicking the “Get tags from  
reader” button.  The tags will then be downloaded onto your computer.  You are now 
finished with the Reader, and can turn it off, if desired. 

 
 

 
 
Step 6) Choose the animals to save to a CSV file (Comma Separated Value), required for the 

database.  
 

 
 
You are able to choose the mob that you wish to send to the database, by ticking the 
appropriate mobs from the drop down menu. 
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Step 7) Creating the file to send to the database is done by entering the desired transfer details 

on the right hand side of the screen.  Once this is done, click on the “Save & Notify 
Database” button.  This will give you the option of sending directly to the database, or 
saving the file onto your computer.  The following screen will appear 

 

 
 
Step 8) There are two different ways of notifying the database of the movement.  These are: 

Automatically and Manually. 

Automatically notifying the database 
 
To be able to perform an automatic transfer, you need to enter your database 
username and password beforehand.  This can be done by clicking on Settings->Owner 
Details in the main program. 
 
To automatically notify the database of the transfer, click on the “Transfer Tags to the 
database now” button.  The following screen will appear.  To transfer the tags, make 
sure that you are connected to the Internet, and click on the “Transfer tags now” 
button.  The program will then attempt to send the tags to the Database.  If it is 
successful, you will be given an Upload ID.  Make sure that you record this ID. 
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Manually notifying the database 
 
To manually transfer the tags to the database, click on the “Save notification to my 
computer” button.  This will automatically save a CSV file that Excel can read, so that 
you are able to upload it to the database or use for herd management.  To do this: 
Make a new folder e.g.: “NLIS Tag Transfers”  on your desktop or in “My Documents”, 
because from now on all files created should be saved  here for easy reference. 
 

                     
 
The file saved onto your computer will look similar to this (for a producer transfer): 
 

               
 
You then need to log onto the NLIS database.  You are able to this by opening up 
Internet Explorer 

                                           
 

You then need to go to the NLIS database.  This is done by going to: 
 

  http://www.nlis.mla.com.au 
 
 
 

http://www.nlis.mla.com.au/
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The NLIS database will then appear.  You then need to enter your NLIS username and 
password, and then click on “Login” 
 

 
 
 
The following page will now appear.  You then need to select either “Notify the 
database of cattle moved off my property” or “Notify the database of cattle moved onto 
my property” whichever is appropriate.  Then select Go. 
 

             
 
 
The following page will appear.  You need to select “Upload a file” 
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You then need to select the file that you just saved.  This is done by clicking on the 
“Browse” button.  After selecting “Open”, click Continue 
 

           
 
The following screen will then appear.  By clicking on send, the file will be sent to the 
database. 
 

          
 
You will then be given an upload ID.  Make sure that you record this ID, for future 
reference.  You will also receive a confirmation email and later, a transfer report. 
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Reader software features 

Importing a tag bucket into the Pipe Reader software 
 
It is possible to import your tag bucket file into the NLIS Pipe Reader software.  A tag bucket is a file 
that associates a tag’s internal radio number with the visual number printed on the outside. 
 
To import the tag bucket into the software, click on File->Import tags into program 
 

 
 
The following screen will then appear.  It is possible to get the tag bucket directly from the NLIS 
database by clicking on the “Get tags from database” button, and entering the desired PIC number.  
This is the easiest way to import the tag bucket.  To do this however, you need to enter your 
database username and password.  This can be done by clicking on Settings->Owner Details. 
 

 

It is also possible to import a file that you have already created by clicking on the “Import tags from 
file” button, and then choosing the CSV or text file with the tag bucket in it. 

 
The “Saving the list below” and “Save the selected animals” option is useful if you would like 
to import the list into management software, or for saving a list for your records. 
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Changing the mob names 
 
You are able to change names of the mobs on the reader.  This can be useful if you know what sort 
of animals you are reading beforehand.  To change the name of a mob, open up the NLIS Pipe 
Reader software.  Then click on Mobs->Change mob names 
 

 
 
The following screen will then appear.  By changing the mob name here, and then clicking on “Save 
mobs to reader”, the mob names will be sent to the reader.  You can also reset the mob names to 
their defaults by clicking on “Default Mob Names”. 
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Importing a tag bucket file into the Reader and setting Alerts 
 
It is possible to import a tag bucket file directly into the reader.  This allows you to see the visual 
number of the animal that was just read on the screen of the reader.  This also allows you to create 
an alert if you are looking for a specific animal. 
 
The process to do this is similar to importing a tag bucket into the computer software.  To import the 
tag bucket into the reader, click on Reader->Import  
 

 
 
The following screen will then appear.  The process is similar to importing tags into the software.  If 

you would like to create an Alert for a particular animal, click on the check box next to its visual 

number.  When an animal is read that has an alert, the reader will vibrate three times, and display 
alert on the screen.  You are able to create an alert for all the animals in the list by clicking on “Alert 
for all animals”.  When you are ready, click on the “Transfer tags to reader” button.  This process 
may take several minutes. 
 
Please note that the existing tag bucket in the reader will be erased when the new one is imported. 
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Using a Bluetooth Reader with StockHand 
 

Step 1)  Start StockHand on your palm and then tap Start 
 

 
 

Step 2)  Tap on “Setup”  

 
 
Step 3)  Tap on general to bring up the setup screen 
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Step 4)  Tap on “EID Reader” 
 

 
 

Step 5) Turn on the Pipe Reader, while holding the main read switch 
forward, until the mob screen is shown, then tap on 

 

 
 

Step 6) Tap on “Select Device”.  The Pipe Reader will appear in the list after 
a few seconds.  When it appears, tap on the Pipe Reader. 
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Step 7)  The screen will then change to something similar to that below.   
StockHand is then ready to use the NLIS Pipe Reader. 
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Using a Bluetooth Reader with Livestock Exchange 

 
To use the Bluetooth Reader with livestock exchange, follow these steps: 
 

Step 1) Turn the Reader on, while holding the read switch forward.  This will 
prevent the reader from searching and connecting to any Bluetooth 
devices. 

 
Step 2) You now need to set up Bluetooth on the PDA 

When the reader displays the mob counters, from the today screen 
on the PDA, tap on the Bluetooth icon in the bottom right of the 
screen, then tap “Turn Bluetooth on”.  Once you do this, you then 
need to tap on the Bluetooth icon again and go into the Bluetooth 
manager.  From here, tap on “NEW”, and select the item that says 
“Explore a Bluetooth device” and tap next.  The PDA will then search 
for any Bluetooth devices around you.  The reader will appear in the 
list as a device called “PipeReader”.  Tap on this, and then on next.  
You will then see a list with COM0 in it.  Tap on COM0, then click 
next, and then “Finish”. 

 
Step 3) Open Livestock Exchange up on the PDA, and open the Configure 

Reader dialogue 
 
Step 4) The settings must be as followed: 
    

Scanner Type: Generic 
 

Leave the other settings as normal.  You should now be able to use 
Livestock Exchange as per normal  
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Charging the Reader 
 
To charge the NLIS Pipe Reader, use the charger provided.  To do this, plug the charger into the 
silver plug at the back of the reader, underneath the black cap.  When inserting the plug, make sure 
that you do not force the plug until it fits, line the plug up and then push it in.  Then make sure that 
the power point is on, as the light of the charger may come on whenever it is plugged into the 
reader.  DO NOT charge the reader for longer than overnight, and always remember to disconnect 
the charger from the reader and the charger from the wall when charging is finished.  We also 
recommend using a surge protector power board to help protect the charger and the reader from 
any power surges. 
 

Safety 

This product is intended only to read and record NLIS tags.  Harrington Systems is not responsible 
for any consequences resulting from its use. 

Please be aware that this product is hardy enough to harm the animal and the operator if used for 
anything other than its intended purpose.    

Relevant standards have been complied with for the acquisition of a C-Tick. 

 

Warranty 
For a period of 12 months after date of purchase, Harrington Systems Electronics PTY LTD will repair 
or replace the Reader as we see fit if found to have faulty materials or workmanship. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
We thank you for purchasing our product and for your support of 
our rural initiative. We would appreciate your comments and ideas 
to improve our Reader.  Please feel free to call us if you encounter 
any problems. 
 
Phone: 1300 485 629 or 0428 418 531 William 

 
 
 

Copyright Harrington Systems Electronics PTY LTD 2015.  All Rights Reserved 
support@harringtonsystems.com.au 

 
www.harringtonsystems.com.au 
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