
Friends and Family of Northside, 
 

     I have heard people talk about the joy of running.  The sense of accomplishment, the fitness benefits, 

the added energy, and let’s not forget the release of endorphins into our body to produce feelings of eu-

phoria.  Let me just say, I have not found the joy.  When I run these days it is because I am late, or being 

chased.  Either way it is not enjoyable.  I can hear some of you now . . . 

“You have to s'ck with it!” 

“Start with walking.” 

“It is hard at first, but it gets easier.” 

“You have to make the 'me.” 

“You will feel be+er.” 

     I have heard it all before, and I believe it.  There are many good and real reasons to run/walk.  The 

things I would like to achieve in life like be+er health, weight loss, more energy, look and feel be+er could 

all be aided by this sort of ac'vity.  However, I always come up with a reason not to do it, or if I do start 

not to stay with it. 

     This is much like sacrificial giving.  You have heard of the benefits: eternal rewards, blessings on earth, 

peace of mind, increase of faith, joy, freedom from materialism, expansion of God’s Kingdom, and  

changed lives.  But it is s'll easy to find reasons not to do it.  You may have tried and failed in the past, it 

may seem too difficult,  you don’t know where to start, or you may feel all alone.  It could be that you 

need to start with a commitment alongside others who are on the same journey.  That is why we are do-

ing “All In”.  It’s going to take 'me and faithfulness, but it has to start somewhere.  This faith journey is a 

marathon, not a sprint.  No excuses.  Let’s do it! 

 
 

Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that  

hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, and let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us. 

Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before him  

endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.
 
 Consider him 

who endured such opposi"on from sinful men, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart.  

Hebrews 12:1-3 (NIV) 

And whatever you 

do, whether in 

word or deed, do 

it all in the name 

of the Lord Jesus, 

giving thanks to 

God the Father 

through him.  

Colossians 3:17 



Everyone is being encouraged to ask God about how they may take a step forward in financial giving over the 

next two years.  God has used the people of Northside to make great impact on peoples lives over the past 45 

years, and we believe the best is yet to come.  We have iden'fied key projects that we are wan'ng to 

embrace, and to do that we will need greater financial resource.  Please no'ce that all of this increase goes 

straight into ministry ini'a'ves 'ed into our vision. 

 

 

      

The commitment is based on what you give 

now, and how much you believe that God is wan'ng you to increase that 

amount in these next two years.   The commitment card to the right will 

be used to calculate and communicate this commitment.   It is through 

making (and keeping) commitments to trust God more that He grows our 

faith.  A commitment is simply a priori'zed plan based on a definite 

convic'on of what God wants.  It is true that God does not need our 

money, but He does want to use money as means to grow us. 
 

     How much should you give?  Actually, this is a ques'on that only you 

can decide. No effort will be 

made during this campaign to 

tell anyone what he or she 

should or should not give.  We 

understand that God blesses 

each of us differently, and as 

such, we are all expected to give sacrificially. 
 

     In Luke 21:3-4, Jesus shares the story of the widow’s mite.  

Truly I say to you, this poor widow has put in more than all; for all 

these out of their abundance have put in offerings for God but she 

out of her poverty put in all the livelihood that she had. Your giA 

should reflect a real sacrifice.  It must be a part of your life.   

Check out the “Commitment Schedule” and consider what you 

feel led by God to do. 

     You can see the goal for our church.  Lets reach it 

OVER  
2 YEARS 

OVER  
2 YEARS 



WILLING GIVER  

Gives in response to the freedom he or she is experiencing in 

Christ.  Allowing Jesus to be Lord of their finances has enabled 

them to greatly diminished or even eliminated debt and now 

they give with extravagant generosity and joy.   

But I want it to be a willing gi), not one given grudgingly.  

2 Corinthians 9:5 (NLT) 
 

WORSHIPFUL GIVER  

Gives in a response to his or her faith with a cheerful heart.  

They know everything they have belongs to God and giving is an 

opportunity to trust Him and grow in their faith.  Giving becomes 

a priority, based on a percentage, and flows from a plan. 

Honor the LORD with your wealth and with the  

first fruits of all your produce  Proverbs 3:9(ESV)  
 

WORRIED GIVER  

Giving is fearful.  He or she gives some, but is afraid they will not 

have what they need and get what they want if the give what 

they believe they should.  Money is a constant source of anxiety. 

But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these 

things will be given to you as well. Ma+hew 6:33 (NIV) 
 

WISHFUL GIVER  

The lack of giving is a result of following faulty reasoning which 

tells them they cannot give, or should not give.  They “wish” 

they could though.  When he or she does give they are doing it 

as a “wishing well” hoping God will give them something. 

 

It is possible that you have missed some of the printed material, or the 

messages shared on Sunday morning, or the Treasure Principle small 

group Bible study teachings.  

Just in case we are pu0ng all of this online at the church website as fast 

as we can. 

Please visit us at www.northsideonline.net and click the “All In” logo to 

access this informa"on. 

 



     Northside has been my lifeline to God on many, many occasions.  I came to Northside 30 years 
ago as a recently divorced and pregnant, single mom.  I was welcomed with open arms; not with a 
judgmental spirit but with mercy, grace and love.  I struggled financially as a single mother and so 
many times God would use Northside to come along side and be my provider.  I remember when I 
would be running low on fuel oil when the weather would be turning toward winter and someone 
would call from Northside and say “we filled your tank”….. (lifeline to God)   I remember when I need-
ed to get money into the bank on a certain day to cover my house payment, and that morning, 
Northside called and asked if I could stop by for something on my way to work.  It ended up being a 
check in the exact amount (minus a penny, I will get to that in a minute), of what I needed to get in 
the bank to cover my house payment (lifeline to God).  I remember thinking, Lord, what’s up with the 
penny; wouldn’t the testimony have been so much better if I could have said the church gave me THE 
EXACT amount to get in the bank?  And He just replied, “Nope”…   At the time, my Sunday School 
class was studying Joshua, and we came upon the story of the priests carrying the ark of the covenant 
when they came up to the Jordan river.  It wasn’t until they put their feet in the water, and took that 
step of faith towards God, that He parted the river and allowed them to walk through on dry 
ground.  That’s when God gently whispered in my ear, “There’s your penny”….  You take that step of 
faith towards me and I will provide for all you need.  God is faithful, God is good!   You can trust His 
provision and His faithfulness!  He used Northside so many times to bless me and my girls!  (Our 
lifeline to God)…  The campaign slogan isn’t “All In moving forward Alone”, it is moving forward 
TOGETHER.  I need you and we need each other.  We need to be those lifelines to God for each other.   
            Kristi Lambert                             

You should have received your special invita'on to our Celebra�on Sunday on November 20th.  This is not our normal 

Thanksgiving Dinner.  There will be food but you don’t have to bring anything.  There has never been a day like this at 

Northside.  

• We will have a special team from Cedarville leading our worship. 

• There will be a brief message from Pastor Shawn 

• The children will be enjoying the incredible performance of Brad Brown “Magic with a Message”. 

• Everyone will be encouraged to turn in an “All In” Commitment Card.  
 

Then we will all come together in the Wor-

ship Center for a wonderful celebra'on in-

cluding food, fun, and fellowship. 
 

We are celebra'ng the courageous steps of 

faith and commitment that our church family 

is taking together.  We are also celebra'ng 

the bright future of Northside.  It will be mem-

orable day for everyone.  Please RSVP TODAY! 
 

Unfortunately, some of our invita"on enve-

lopes opened causing a problem with delivery.  

If you have not received an invita"on like this in 

the mail, or if your invita"on did not include 

“game pieces” please contact the church office 

(513-932-5642) immediately so we can fix the 

problem. 


