
PARENT NEWSLETTER 

     “Mine!”  It's a four-letter word that makes parents cringe. 
No one teaches his or her kids to be selfish. They just are. It’s 
part of being born sinful. As parents, it’s our job to teach them 
the joy of giving. But where do we start?  Remember the 
words of the Lord Jesus, who said, 'It is more blessed to give 
than to receive.'" 

     In everything we do — in our time, our words, our money 
— we need to follow the lesson Jesus taught: Giving is better than receiving. Teaching 
our kids about generosity isn’t a one-time talk or Sunday school lesson. It’s a value we 
instill every day, in everything we do. 

     Over the past few weeks we have talked with the children about generosity; 
understanding the importance of giving to God.  In a practical expression of this we 
have asked the children to consider giving something to God that is very important to 
them.  It can be a toy, a stuffed animal, video game, favorite clothes, or anything that is 
truly important to them.  This act of giving will not be easy.  The questions is, Can they 
really trust God with something that really means a lot to them? 

     We are wanting you to talk through this with them.  We have provided a “Family 
Devotion” experience that you can use.  There are even a couple of video links you can 
watch together.  The Bible passage shares about how Abraham was willing to give up 
his son Isaac when it made no sense at all.  Abraham had to trust in the person and 
promise of God.  This will hopefully show that God can be trusted with everything, 
including our most treasured stuff. 

     We are asking them to bring their “gift” to church with them this Sunday.  On this 
Sunday, November 13th, the children will actually start off in the Worship Center with 
us.  After some worship in song Ms. Tina will share a few words and ask the children to 
bring their sacrificial gift to the front and leave it there.  The children’s leaders will be 
there to help.  After offering their gift they will head to their area for the rest of the 
worship time.  This can be a powerful experience for them, and a powerful example for 
our church. 

     You may wonder, “What is going to happen with their gift?”  On December 6th the gift 
will be returned to your child.  At this point it is up to you.  You can allow them to receive 
it back with joy, or you could donate it to a shelter, a toy drive, or to someone in 
need.  (The church office can help you find a good place to donate if you need that 
help.)  Please do not tell the children that the object will be returned to them.  We 
are not trying to trick them.  Their sacrifice is real.  The care and generosity that God 
shows us is also real.  

     We hope that you will take time this week to walk though this experience with your 
child.  If you have any questions please contact Tina Hill (513-312-0481) or Amber 
Tillison (513-267-7639). 

 



FAMILY DEVOTION  

Watch the story here:   
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ftfukbKGkjg  
or at The Bible App for Kids – “Abraham’s Big Test” 
 
Read the Bible story here:  Genesis 22:9-18 

The story of Abraham and Isaac is truly one of the most difficult in the whole Bible, 
especially for kids and parents to study together. 

What conclusions should we draw from such a difficult story?  Hebrews 11:17-19 gives us a 
hint as to what God was doing when he asked Abraham to sacrifice his beloved only son. 

17  By faith, Abraham, at the time of testing, offered Isaac back to God. Acting in faith, he 
was as ready to return the promised son, his only son, as he had been to receive 
him— 18  and this after he had already been told, "Your descendants shall come from 
Isaac." 19  Abraham figured that if God wanted to, he could raise the dead. Hebrews 
11:17-19a (MSG)  

  
Let’s revisit God’s promise to Abraham that Isaac would be born. This is a story about 
Abraham and God. God made a promise to Abraham and then kept it - Isaac would be 
born, and Abraham would have descendants that would outnumber the stars from his son. 
But then fast forward a bit where God asks Abraham to sacrifice that son. 

What do you think God wanted to know? Did God really want Abraham to give up his only 
son? No!  God wanted Abraham to remember and believe the promise that He had 
made to him.  If Abraham trusted God, he would follow God’s command. We see a glimpse 
at Abraham’s deep faith in Genesis 22:8 - “Abraham said, “My son, God will provide for 
himself the lamb for a burnt offering.” 

Talking with your children about this difficult story.  It is ultimately a story about Abraham 
loving and trusting God who made him and who promised to take care of him. 

Talk about it with each other! 

Parent, can you share a time when it has been hard for you to trust God?  What did 

you end up doing? 

What promises has God made to us that make it easier to trust him? 

Talk about it with God! 

Dear God, Help me learn to trust you as Abraham was trusted You. 

Sometimes it’s hard for me to trust, but I want to follow You and do what Your Word, 
the Bible, says. Help me to put you first and trust You even when it is hard.  

Amen. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ftfukbKGkjg
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+22%3A9-18&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=genesis+22%3A8&version=ESV

