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2016 Bible Study Retreat

Thursday Night: January 14, 6:30 PM-9:30 PM
Introduction and Theme: Moses Meets God- Richard Wilson
Face to Face. Friend to Friend- Richard Wilson
The Prophet Isaiah- Rev. Grady Parker
Jacob – Wrestling with God Face to Face - Rev. Charles Wilson

Friday Morning: January 15, 8:30 AM-Noon
Close Encounters of the Jonah Kind - Rev. Rick Shealy
Pursuing Our Priorities- Rev. Ernie Hack
Cain - Not All Are Changed- Rev. Michael Sims

Friday Night: January 15, 7:00 PM-9:30 PM
Paul- Rev. Jamie Smith
Pursuing Our Priorities, Part 2- Rev. Ernie Hack
Saturday Morning: January 16, 8:15 AM-Noon
Joseph- Rev. Grady Parker
Need To. Can Do. How To.- Rev. Rich Wilson
One Day We Will See His Face- Rev. Charles Wilson

We will have breaks at various points during each session. You will be given time during
the Saturday morning session to clear your room out and check out. The hotel usually
does not permit late checkout. Luggage may be brought to the Conference Room. We
will need help breaking down and loading up at the end of the final session.

When Moses Met God
Richard Wilson
Exodus 3:1-3 (HCSB)
1 Meanwhile, Moses was shepherding the flock of his father-in-law Jethro,
the priest of Midian. He led the flock to the far side of the wilderness and
came to Horeb, the mountain of God.
2 Then the Angel of the LORD appeared to him in a flame of fire within a
bush. As Moses looked, he saw that the bush was on fire but was not
consumed.
3 So Moses thought: I must go over and look at this remarkable sight. Why
isn’t the bush burning up?
THE BURNING BUSH
What Moses Saw:
A bush in the desert, burning.
Logical question: Why is it not burning up?
In the desert, a bush would burn rapidly; poof!
God is not about consuming bushes but consuming _________

What God was Doing:
The Angel of the Lord was present in the bush
God was about to meet with Moses.

What Moses Did:
We went over to look at the bush.
He realized this was a _________________ sight.

At this moment, God had Moses’ attention.

THE FIRST ENCOUNTER WITH GOD
Exodus 3:4-6 (HCSB)
4 When the LORD saw that he had gone over to look, God called out to
him from the bush, “Moses, Moses!” “Here I am,” he answered.
5 “Do not come closer,” He said. “Remove the sandals from your feet, for
the place where you are standing is holy ground.”
6 Then He continued, “I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham,
the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” Moses hid his face because he
was afraid to look at God.

A Personal Greeting and a Personal Response:
Moses, Moses!
Here I am. (This is “little I am” not to be confused with I AM)
Ground Rules for this Relationship:
Remove your shoes
This is holy ground
Why was the Ground Holy? Because God was There:
I am THE God; the one and only God of
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob

How did Moses Respond?
He hid his face
Why? Because he was afraid to look at God.

This was the beginning of a relationship. Moses had a long way to go
before this could be described as a close relationship. Still, these were the
first steps of a 40-year relationship with God.

LOOKING DEEPER INTO THE THIS
FIRST “FACE TO FACE” WITH GOD
Chapters 3 and 4 establish some keys to this relationship:

1. God desires a relationship with his creation. God called to Moses.
2. God is holy and man is not. As long as we have an earthly
relationship with God this does not change. He will always be Holy
God.
3. God can be known personally. The name YHWH was revealed to
Moses as His preferred name. “Call me YHWH.”
4. The will of God prevails. Moses’ excuses were no match for the everadvancing will of God.
5. God moves people. As they move with God they draw closer to God.

FACE TO FACE. FRIEND TO FRIEND.
Richard Wilson

MOSES AND “FACE TO FACE”
Exodus 33:11
The Lord would speak to Moses face to face, as a man speaks with his
friend.
Numbers 12:7
But this is not true of my servant Moses; he is faithful in all my house.
With him I will speak face to face, clearly and not in riddles. He sees
the FORM of the Lord.
Pay special attention to the location of both encounters:
Both encounters mentioned here happened at the tent of meeting.
It was the Tabernacle, a tent set up for meeting God!
Psalm 42:2
My soul thirsts for God, for the living God. When can I go and meet
with God?
A JOURNEY CLOSER
FEAR:
Moses began this relationship with fear and could not look upon God at the
burning bush.
FIRE:
The Lord was not about burning up bushes. The purpose of the fire was to
consume the heart, soul, will and life of Moses. The stubborn, excuse-filled
Moses has become a man with a yearning to walk with the Lord. He
wanted to know the Lord.

FAVOR:
Exodus 33:13 speaks of his passion to know God: If you are pleased with
me, teach me your ways so I may know you and continue to find favor with
you.
The Lord responded with a promise: Verse 14 says, My Presence (research)
will go with you and I will give you rest.

FAMILIAR:
Moses, now full consumed by the Lord said, “If your presences does not go
with us do not send us from here.”
In verse 17 God promised, “I will do the very thing you have asked because I
am pleased with you and I KNOW YOU BY NAME.”

FERVENCY:
Then Moses makes his famous request, “Now show me your glory.”
Wait! Even God says, “You cannot see my face, for no one may see me and
live.”
Now he wanted to see the glory of God revealed. Moses had been
consumed by the Lord throughout his journey. Little did he realize that he
had just asked God to completely consume him, body and soul.

THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN MEETING AND KNOWING
What God did in between this declaration and the request of Moses was to reveal
himself to Moses. Moses was moving from MEETING GOD to KNOWING GOD.
MOSES MET GOD AT THE BURNING BUSH
When Moses met God, he learned the things you need to know upon meeting:

I am the God of your ancestors.
My name is Yahweh.
I have a plan for you.
MOSES HAD COME TO KNOW GOD BUT THERE WAS STILL MORE
While Moses could not see the full glory of God, he still got something:
Moses got a glimpse of the glory of God.
God revealed Himself every further to Moses:
His name or character
Compassionate and gracious
Slow to anger
Abounding in love and faithfulness.
Loving with a covenant keeping love
Disciplining those he love
In verse 8 Moses bowed and worshipped the Lord

BUT I’M NOT MOSES! YES, BUT WHO WAS MOSES?
A murder.
The man, who in anger, broke the tablets. (Exodus 34:1)
The man who drew attention to himself, struck the rock and did not trust
God to bring water. (Numbers 20)
In other words, this was the great leader of Israel, who happened to be a
murder with anger management issues; a man forbidden to enter the
Promised Land. . .It was this Moses who was face to face and friend to
friend with God.
Don’t tell me you can’t meet with God. Don’t tell me you can’t draw near to God.
Don’t tell me you can’t know God. If Moses could you can too!

THE PROPHET ISAIAH
Grady Parker
The book of Isaiah is one of the most loved books in the Bible. It is probably the best known
of the prophetic books. In it Isaiah discussed the depths of Israel’s sin and the height of God’s
glory and His coming kingdom. To get a full understanding of the book of Isaiah a person
should be aware of the historical background in which his prophecies were preached. The Old
Testament book of Second Chronicles reveals much of what happened during Isaiah’s ministry.
Isaiah prophesied during the reign of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, all kings of Judah.
His message included the approaching judgment and the majesty of God. So the book of Isaiah
is a message of both judgment and hope.

I.

THE MESSENGER.
A. His name means “Yehweh is salvation” or “Salvation is of the Lord.”
1. His call to ministry was unique and obviously he needed a special encounter
with God. Several reasons are suggested:
a. First, Isaiah’s faith needed to be strengthened.
b. Second, he needed to see what terrible sinner he and the people were.
c. Third, Isaiah needed to be stirred with a sense of urgency to proclaim
God’s message of coming judgment.
d. Fourth, he evidently needed to be prepared for a very difficult ministry.
e. Fifth, it was a crucial time in the life of the nation.
2. His life-changing encounter with God (ISAIAH Chapter 6).
3. His ministry lasted for ____________________ years.

II.

THE MESSAGE
A. The vision he saw. (ISAIAH 6:1-5).
1.
2.
3.
4.

Notice that the vision was not about ______________________.
The vision was about _____________and His __________________.
Isaiah saw “the Lord sitting upon His throne high and lifted up.”
The Lord gave Isaiah a vision of His exaltation and MAJESTY.
a. The Lord was exalted as the sovereign God over the universe above,
before, and over all that exists.
b. He was exalted above all rulers and governments throughout the
universe.
5. The Lord gave Isaiah a vision of His _________________________and
________________ (ISAIAH 6:2-3)

B. How the vision affected Isaiah
1. He saw __________________________ (ISAIAH 6:5).
2. When he saw the holiness of God, Isaiah realized hoe impure and unclean he
was.
a. Feeling anguish and unworthiness in his soul, he cried out “WOE!”
b. This was a cry of alarm and he cried out in distress, “I AM UNDONE!”
c. The Lord cleansed Isaiah’s sin (ISAIAH 6:6-7).
3. Flying above the Lord’s throne were a number of spectacular creatures called
SERAPHIM.
a. Not mentioned anywhere else in Scripture.
b. The word Seraphim means “burning one.”
4. Isaiah heard the Seraphim’s fervent unbroken praise of God’s holiness and
glory.
5. Their cry of praise was “HOLY, HOLY, HOLY”
6. This tells us that HOLINESS is the most essential characteristic of the Lord.
a. The LORD is totally set apart, separated, distinctive, entirely different
from all other beings throughout the universe.
7. In fact, the Seraphim cry “THE WHOLE EARTH IS FULL OF HIS GLORY.”
A. Wherever we look, whether into the starry sky at night, or the astounding
beauty of nature, the incomprehensible glory of God is evident.

C. Isaiah also saw that he lived among a people of ______________
__________ (ISAIAH 6:5).
1. He compared the nation to:
a. A diseased body (1:5-6)
b. A harlot (1:21)
c. A useless vineyard (5:1-7)
d. A bulging wall about to fall down (30:13)
e. A woman in travail (66:8)

D. Isaiah’s Commission.
1. God instructed him to go and issue a three-fold warning to the people
(ISAIAH 6:9-10).
a. Warn the people about hearing God’s Word but never understanding it.
b. Warn the people about having hard hearts, deaf ears, blind eyes.
c. Warn the people not to resist God to the point of no return.
2. Later, we learn that God’s hand of judgment was raised against Israel
because of their _____________ and ___________________ (ISAIAH 9:9-12)

3. God also judged Israel because they simply would not repent and seek the
Lord.
4. God calls us to repent and seek Him and SERVE Him.
a. Any person who truly desires to serve the Lord must have a clear vision of
Who He is. In fact, we must KNOW Him personally before we can serve
Him.
b. We must also see the HOLINESS and GLORY of Christ. If He were not the
sinless Son of God, He could not be the Savior of the world.
c. But the wonderful truth is: JESUS CHRIST IS THE HOLY, SINLESS SON OF
GOD!
d. When God called Isaiah, he responded by giving his life to serve the Lord.
5. What was YOUR response when you first saw the Lord?
a. Have you seen yourself through God’s eyes?
b. At our very best we are still sinners in need of the Lord.
“We all went astray like sheep; we all have turned to our own way;
And the Lord has punished HIM for the iniquity of us all” (ISAIAH 53:6).
6. Isaiah boldly proclaimed that the long-awaited MESSIAH is coming and will
be born of a VIRGIN and His name will be called ______________________
Meaning “God with us” (ISAIAH 7:14).

a. Read ISAIAH 9:6

III.

GOD’S GREATNESS (Isaiah 40)
A. Greater than ALL circumstances.
B. Next time you feel so small that you wonder if God cares for you, REMEMBER:
1. He knows every star in the heavens by name, and He knows YOU by NAME.
2. All of us have difficult times in our lives. Sometimes circumstances are
overwhelming. So where can you turn? Is there any hope?
3. The answer is “YES.” In God’s Word we find encouraging news:
a. God promises “Never to leave us nor forsake us.”
4. In ISAIAH 40:1-11 God’s Salvation is proclaimed.
5. Then in chapter 40:12-31 we see the GREATNESS of God
6. Look at a few words of comfort and assurance:
a. ISAIAH 40: 12, 13, 15, 18, 22, 25-26.

In this brief study we have only begun to catch the full meaning and message of the
Prophet Isaiah. But we have seen enough to understand that our God is greater than any need
we may have and is more interested in meeting our need according to HIS WILL than we are.
We have to admit that our strength is limited and we NEED His presence, His comfort, His

Power and His forgiveness of our sins. So let us lean on His Eternal arm right now and in faith
cry out to Him in submission, worship and praise.

Jacob – Wrestling with God Face to Face
Genesis 32
Charles M. Wilson


Introduction.



Jacob Returns to Shechem – Genesis 32:1-2.
o Jacob’s plight – Genesis 32:3-8.

o Jacob’s prayer – Genesis 32:9-12.

o Jacob’s plan – Genesis 32:13-18.



God Responds to Jacob.
o God wrestles with Jacob – Genesis 32:24.

o God disables Jacob – Genesis 32:25-26.



Application: Three Secrets to Spiritual Strength.
o You must recognize the presence of God in your life – Genesis 32:27-29.

o You must admit the grace of God – Genesis 32:30.

o You must accept the plan of God for your life – Genesis 32:31.



Acts 11:26.



Revelation 2:17.

“CLOSE ENCOUNTERS OF THE JONAH KIND”
Rick Shealy
Introduction
Encounter defined:

Jonah Rebelled & God Responded 1: 1-16
Jonah’s Heart 4:2
Jonah’s Wish 4:3
A “God-storm” (1:4-6)
Cast Lots (1:7-10)
A Conversion at Sea (1:11-16)
The Long Arm of the Lord Psalm 51:17
Let’s Go Manning! (Jonah 1:17)
Jonah Comes to His Senses (2:1-9)
Womb of Grace (2:8-9)
Forgiveness and Deliverance (2:10)

Pursuing Our Priorities
Ernie Hack
Introduction
❏ Coaches often tell their players to “get back to the basics.” We are to do the same in our
Christian walk. We are to major on the major issues of the Christian life otherwise the
minor issues of living will remain the prominent ones of our lives.
■

■

■

■

■

One example of majoring on the minors is seen when we live according to our
personalities, rather than according to Christ’s personality in us. Our personality
reigns in us, rather than Christ’s life in us.
Many of us are powered by our own efforts rather than empowered by the Holy
Spirit’s activities in and around us. We fail to ask Him for His filling.
Many of us discipline ourselves to do better in life, instead of becoming loyal
disciples of the Lord Jesus. To quote Jasmine Jeffcoat, we need to become His
faithful followers rather than just His fans.
Most of us live for what we think makes us happiest in life: pleasures and power –
peace, possessions, positions and persuasion. Rather, we should live to please the
Lord Jesus by calling on Him to make His personality and power real in us.
Few of us are really surrendered to Him. This is seen in our lack of giving to His
work around the world, and our unwillingness to go to others and to other parts of the
world with the good news that the Lord Jesus wants to rescue them.

❏ So, in simple terms, what are the major issues of the Christian life which we should
stress? What are the Christian priorities we should pursue?
❏ Vivid answers to these questions are found in the witness of Daniel, who describes his
major experiences in the Old Testament book named after him. He had some incredible,
face-to-face encounters with God. They highlight what our godly priorities should be.
❏ The Book of Daniel is divided into clearly defined segments.
■

■

Its two major divisions:
●

In chapters 1-6 we see “Historical Highlights from Daniel’s Life.”

●

In chapters 7-12 we see “Prophetical Insights from Daniel’s Visions.”

Consider its first six chapters:
●

Chapter 1 describes “The preparation of God’s special servants”

●

Chapter 2 describes “Nebuchadnezzar’s dream of the awesome statue.”

■

●

Chapter 3 describes “Daniel’s three friends and the fiery furnace.”

●

Chapter 4 describes “Nebuchadnezzar’s dream of the enormous tree.”

●

Chapter 5 describes “Belshazzar’s feast and the handwriting on the wall.”

●

Chapter 6 describes “Daniel’s faith and the lion’s den.”

Important lessons to learn from these first six chapters:
The fall 2015 Sunday School lessons in the Bible Studies for Life series included six
studies based on Daniel 1-6. They stressed these life-lessons:
●

Daniel 1 shows us our need to “Develop Conviction.”

●

Daniel 2 shows us our need to “Pray Fervently.”

●

Daniel 3 shows us our need to “Stand Courageously.”

●

Daniel 4 shows us our need to “Live Humbly.”

●

Daniel 5 shows us our need to “Confront Sin.”

●

Daniel 6 shows us our need to “Act Faithfully.”

Certainly these are some of the priorities we are to pursue as Christians. One issue
we face, though, is how do we remember these lessons? Is there an easy way to do
so? There is! Daniel chapters 1 and 2 help us to see two of them.
1. Our First Great Priority as Depicted by Daniel 1
a. See 1:1-7 – the pressures Daniel faced
b. See 1:8-21 – the purpose of Daniel’s heart and the proving of his case

2. Our Second Great Priority As Depicted by Daniel 2
a. See 2:1-16 – Nebuchadnezzar’s unreasonable expectation about his dream
b. See 2:17-35 – Daniel’s God-given revelation of the king’s dream
c. See 2:36-45 – Daniel’s inspired interpretation of the king’s dream
d. See 2:46-49 – Nebuchadnezzar’s surprising reaction to the God of the greatest dreams

Conclusion
❏

Chapter 1 teaches us that, like Daniel, we’re to _______ who God wants us to _______:
that is, those who are ______________ before Him.
■

We need to become undefiled in our ______________ before God – our position
needs to be secure.
When we are in Christ and He is in us, our standing before God is secure. “There is ...
no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus” (Rom. 8:1). “...Christ in you (is)
the hope of glory” (Col.1:27). It is absolutely essential, therefore, that we place our
faith in Him. Here is a helpful prayer to pray when expressing this faith:
Heavenly Father, I have sinned against you. I truly want forgiveness for my sins – my
past sins, present sins and future sins. I believe that Jesus died on the cross for me
and rose again to give me eternal life. I now put my full trust in what He has done for
me, and I sincerely call on you to redeem me. I humbly ask you to make the Lord
Jesus Christ my Savior and Lord. Father, I give you my heart and life, and ask you to
lead me into your will every day. I pray all this in Christ’s all-powerful name. Amen.

■

We need to become undefiled in our ______________ before God – our practices
need to be sanctified (set apart for Him).
This takes place when “...we ...are being transformed into (Christ’s) likeness with
ever-increasing glory which comes from the Lord who is the Spirit” (2 Cor. 3:18).
Therefore, we “throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles,
and...run the race marked out for us...(fixing) our eyes on Jesus, the author and
perfecter of our faith” (Heb.12:1-2).

❏

Chapter 2 teaches us that, like Daniel, we’re to _______ what God wants us to _______:
that is, the details of ______________ for us.
The Bible is our great source for knowing God’s will. We urgently need to feed on it,
and become enriched by it (Matt. 4:4; Col. 3:16).
This Book reveals the mind of God, the state of man, the way of salvation, the
doom of sinners and the happiness of believers. Its doctrines are holy, its
precepts are binding, its histories are true, and its decisions are immutable. Read
it to be wise, believe it to be safe and practice it to be holy. It contains light to
direct you, food to support you and comfort to cheer you. It is the traveler’s map,
the pilgrim’s staff, the pilot’s compass, the soldier’s sword and the Christian’s
(charter). Here paradise is restored, heaven opened and the gates of hell
disclosed. Christ is its grand object, our good is its design and the glory of God
its end. It should fill the memory, rule the heart, and guide the feet. Read it
slowly, frequently, and prayerfully. (Unknown author, quoted by J. Vernon
McGee)

❏

The ultimate, overall message of Daniel is that we need to acknowledge and believe
Daniel’s God, the God of heaven. His is the Lord, the Most High God, the only one to be
trusted and followed.

❏

These little songs are a good reminder of how true all this is.

DARE TO BE A DANIEL
Dare to be a Daniel,
Dare to stand alone,
Dare to have a purpose firm,
And dare to make it known.

NO COMPROMISE (adapted from Peter Furler)
My knees bow only to One Name
My lips have One King to proclaim
I will lift none other high
This is my one heart’s cry
His name is God, the Lord Most High

Cain - Not All Are Changed
Michael Sims
When we think about personal encounters and experiences with God, we’re often encouraged
to look at the life altering, extreme changes that meeting causes in the person who met Him.
But are all encounters really that transformational? Can one meet God and not be changed?

Genesis 4:1-16 (New Living Translation)
Now Adam had sexual relations with his wife, Eve, and she became pregnant. When she gave
birth to Cain, she said, “With the Lord’s help, I have produced a man!” Later she gave birth to
his brother and named him Abel. When they grew up, Abel became a shepherd, while Cain
cultivated the ground. When it was time for the harvest, Cain presented some of his crops as a
gift to the Lord. Abel also brought a gift—the best portions of the firstborn lambs from his flock.
The Lord accepted Abel and his gift, but he did not accept Cain and his gift. This made Cain very
angry, and he looked dejected. “Why are you so angry?” the Lord asked Cain. “Why do you look
so dejected? You will be accepted if you do what is right. But if you refuse to do what is right,
then watch out! Sin is crouching at the door, eager to control you. But you must subdue it and
be its master.” One day Cain suggested to his brother, “Let’s go out into the fields.” And while
they were in the field, Cain attacked his brother, Abel, and killed him. Afterward the Lord asked
Cain, “Where is your brother? Where is Abel?” “I don’t know,” Cain responded. “Am I my
brother’s guardian?” But the Lord said, “What have you done? Listen! Your brother’s blood cries
out to me from the ground! Now you are cursed and banished from the ground, which has
swallowed your brother’s blood. No longer will the ground yield good crops for you, no matter
how hard you work! From now on you will be a homeless wanderer on the earth.” Cain replied
to the Lord, “My punishment is too great for me to bear! You have banished me from the land
and from your presence; you have made me a homeless wanderer. Anyone who finds me will kill
me!” The Lord replied, “No, for I will give a sevenfold punishment to anyone who kills you.”
Then the Lord put a mark on Cain to warn anyone who might try to kill him. So Cain left the
Lord’s presence and settled in the land of Nod, east of Eden.

The Lead Up:
Both Cain and Abel had jobs to do and were ___________________________, though Cain may
have reason to believe he was a ___________________________________.
Genesis 3:17-19

Cain, like his sibling and family, was offering sacrifices and worshipping God. Outside
appearances demonstrated that Cain was a blue collar family man who loved God.

Despite Cain’s hard work God rejected both ______________________________________. It
went beyond Cain’s fruit not being ripe enough, to his heart not being ___________________
__________________.
1 John 3:11-12

God Encounter:
God’s first statement to Cain was one of concern, not condemnation. There was no, ‘suck it up
before I zap you’. Even in His omniscient understanding of Cain’s future choices, God was
concerned about the __________________________________. This is God’s heart in all God
Encounters.
2 Peter 3:9

God reminded Cain of his options, which happen to be the same options we have today; do
right and be _____________________ or disobey and face serious consequences.
Romans 6:12-14
God’s face to face meeting left Cain with a choice. Would he be changed?

God encounters are transformational only if the person is ______________________________.

Cain’s Choice
Cain made a decision that led to __________________.
Romans 6:23, Romans 5:15, Matthew 5:21-22
The murder isn’t the biggest issue here. The ____________________ is the biggest issue.

God Encounter 2.0:
During his second face to face meeting with God, Cain was no more __________________ than
the first.

God knew the answer to the question he was about to ask, but asked anyways, graciously giving
Cain the opportunity to reflect and __________________.
Psalm 139:1-4, 2 Peter 3:9

Consequences:
God still loved Cain and demonstrated that love in a stern rebuke and act of _______________.
Proverbs 3:12, Hebrews 12:6

Even in punishment, God offered _____________________.
Psalm 78:38

Not all God encounters end in a changed, blessed life. Some end in abandonment (Romans
1:24) or punishment. Worship of God, sacrifices to God, and gifts to the Lord are meaningless
and worthless without a humble, repentant heart.

Final WORD:

Psalm 51:16-17
You do not desire a sacrifice, or I would offer one. You do not want a burnt offering. The sacrifice you
desire is a broken spirit. You will not reject a broken and repentant heart, O God.

Romans 2:1-4
You may think you can condemn such people, but you are just as bad, and you have no excuse!
When you say they are wicked and should be punished, you are condemning yourself, for you
who judge others do these very same things. And we know that God, in his justice, will punish
anyone who does such things. Since you judge others for doing these things, why do you think
you can avoid God’s judgment when you do the same things? Don’t you see how wonderfully
kind, tolerant, and patient God is with you? Does this mean nothing to you? Can’t you see that
his kindness is intended to turn you from your sin?

PAUL
Jamie Smith
ACTS 9:1-2 – “Meanwhile, Saul was still breathing out murderous threats against the Lord’s
disciples. He went to the high priest and asked him for letters to the synagogues in Damascus, so
that if he found any there who belonged to the Way, whether men or women, he might take them as
prisoners to Jerusalem.”

-The Sanhedrin and Pharisees hated Jesus due to ______________.
-Saul legitimately believed Christians were blaspheming!
-Man or woman, it didn’t matter. The Sanhedrin wanted Christianity snuffed out, and _________ was the
man to do it.
-They weren’t following proper _______________________ either!
-If ______________ ruled the Sanhedrin’s decisions, _____________ ruled Saul’s.
-Two of the most “_____________” sins.

ACTS 9:3-4 – “As he neared Damascus on his journey, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around
him. He fell to the ground and heard a voice say to him, ‘Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?’”

-A _____________ from _____________ came down in a glorious, miraculous display.
-God doesn’t communicate like that much anymore, does he?
-He has the _____________________________ for that!
-Jesus does not _________________ or ______________ Saul, he merely _________.

ACTS 9:5-6 – “’Who are you, Lord?’ Saul asked. ‘I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting,’ He replied.
‘Now get up and go into the city, and you will be told what you must do.’”
-Saul says “_________”…isn’t that interesting?
-He immediately knows his place, even though he’s a “stranger.”

-Jesus does not ______________, but ________________.

ACTS 9:7-9 – “The men travelling with Saul stood there speechless; they heard the sound but did
not see anyone. Saul got up from the ground, but when he opened his eyes he could see nothing.
So they led him by the hand into Damascus. For three days he was blind, and did not eat or drink
anything.”
-Jesus revealed himself only to _______________________________________.
-When Jesus worked, ____________ saw ______________!

ACTS 9:10-16 – “In Damascus there was a disciple named Ananias. The Lord called to him in a
vision, ‘Ananias!’ ‘Yes, Lord,’ he answered. The Lord told him, ‘Go to the house of Judas on
Straight Street and ask for a man from Tarsus named Saul, for he is praying. In a vision he has seen
a man named Ananias come and place his hands on him to restore his sight.’
‘Lord,’ Ananias replied, ‘I have heard many reports about this man and all the harm he has done to
your holy people in Jerusalem. And he has come here with authority from the chief priests to arrest
all who call on your name.’
But the Lord said to Ananias, ‘Go! This man I smy chosen instrument to proclaim my name to the
Gentiles and their kings and to the people of Israel. I will show him how much he must suffer for my
name.’”
-Ananias was reluctant. He knew who Saul was…it was a ______ of faith.
-Despite his reluctance, God still ________ him.
-Despite his reluctance, God __________________ him.
-Ananias _________.
ACTS 9:17-19 – “Then Ananias went to the house and entered it. Placing his hands on Saul, he said,
‘Brother Saul, the Lord – Jesus, who appeared to you on the road as you were coming here – has
sent me so that you may see again and be filled with the Holy Spirit.’ Immediately, something like
scales fell from Saul’s eyes, and he could see again. He got up and was baptized, and after taking
some food he regained his strength.”
-Ananias and Saul, by all rights, were enemies.
-Saul was in essence an enemy of Jesus as well!

-And yet, Jesus sent someone to _________ Saul, and to assist him.
-Then, Jesus _________ Saul forth.
-“Something like scales”….symbolism? The lens through which we see?

FINAL THOUGHTS:
-Are you feeling guilt over a sin in your life?
-Jesus does not ___________ or ___________ you, he will merely ask you why.
-Do you admit your sin to Christ, and ask for help to overcome it?
-Jesus does not _____________, but _________________.
-Are you wondering where Jesus is in your life?
-Jesus reveals himself only to _________________________________________________.
-And yet, you may ___________________.
-Are you reluctant to act upon your faith?
-God can still ________ you.
-God will _________________ you.
-Then, you must ______.
-Are you overwhelmed with faith? Not sure what to do next?
-Jesus will send someone to _________ you and _____________ you.
-Jesus will ________ you to do the same.

Do not doubt that God can use you in any capacity. Paul, who writes that he was once the Lord’s
greatest enemy, became one of his most effective servants. No matter your sin, doubt, or
reluctance… GOD CAN USE YOU!

Pursuing Our Priorities, Part 2
Ernie Hack
Introduction
❏ In our study of Daniel thus far we have stressed two basic concepts:
■

■

First, we saw that, like Daniel, we’re to be the kind of person God wants us to be.
We are to be those who are set free from the things which defile us.
Second, we saw that, like Daniel, we’re to know what God wants us to know. We
are to understand details of the Christian life. This involves becoming increasingly
familiar with what the Scriptures teach us about living life to the fullest.

❏ We come now to a third concept which summarizes another basic priority we are to
pursue. Daniel 6 does a good job of stressing this third priority.
❏ Let us not forget that there are other good ways of stating what it means to be a victorious
Christian. Here are six principles to follow in our walk with the Lord:
■

Chapter 1 involved a proving situation where Daniel requested his guard to give him
and his friends healthy food to eat and water to drink. Daniel saw their need to be
separated, not isolated. Like Daniel, we are to be in the world, but not of it.

■

Chapter 2 involved a pressurized situation where Daniel and his friends faced
execution if they were not able to reveal and interpret the king’s dream. They saw
their need to be dependent, but not self-sufficient. Like Daniel, we are to be
dependent upon the Lord, not self-sufficient when facing the impossible.

■

Chapter 3 involved a perilous situation where Daniel’s friends were thrown into the
burning, fiery furnace. They saw their need to be courageous, but not
presumptuous. Like Daniel’s friends, we are not to presume on the Lord by insisting
that He rescue us. Instead we are to put our confidence in Him knowing He will
deliver us in the ways He chooses. He wants us to be confident, but not arrogant,

■

Chapter 4 involved a pitiful situation where the great king Nebuchadnezzar became
deranged and lived like an animal for seven units of time. Nebuchadnezzar then saw
his need to be worshipful, not prideful. We too need to acknowledge the sovereign
greatness and goodness of God by humbly praising, exulting and glorifying Him.

■

Chapter 5 involved a profane situation where the king Belshazzar, a thousand of his
nobles, and other elite members of society were disrespectful toward the Lord and the
vessels associated with the temple in Jerusalem. God then wrote by hand a message
of condemnation on the wall. In this situation Daniel saw his need to be truthful,
but not resentful in his dealings with ungodly people. We are to be the same way.

■

Chapter 6 involved a provocative situation where Daniel’s colleagues in government
tried to remove him from office by taking a stand against his godly convictions and
activities. Daniel saw the need to be faithful, but not forceful in his reactions. He
was then thrown into the lion’s den. Like Daniel, we are to be consistent in following
the Lord, without insisting that others do the same.

❏ Here are six other lessons to learn from the first six chapters of Daniel
■

In chapter 1 Daniel’s efforts to be undefiled reminds us to actively seek God’s will.

■

In chapter 2 the dream about the huge statue reminds us that God has the final say.

■

In chapter 3 Daniel’s friends in the fiery furnace remind us to stand up for what is
right.

■

In chapter 4 Nebuchadnezzar’s insanity reminds us that pride goes before a fall.

■

In chapter 5 the writing on the wall reminds us that sin leads to bad consequences.

■

In chapter 6 Daniel’s experience in the lion’s den reminds us that faithfulness will be
rewarded.

❏ Most of these truths can be summarized by another basic concept, the third in our
sequence. The details of Daniel 6 highlight it for us. Let’s look at these details.

1.

See the Enemies’ Blight (their withering, sickening influence) in Verses 1-5.

2.

See the King’s Oversight in Verses 6-9.

3

See Daniel’s Light in Verses 10-13.

4.

See the King’s Fight in Verses 12-17.

5.

See the King’s Night in Verses 18-20.

6.

See the Lord God’s Might in Verses 21-22.

7.

See the King’s Delight in Verse 23.

8.

See the Enemies’ Plight in Verse 24.

9.

See the King’s Sight in Verses 25-27.

10. See Daniel’s Height in Verse 28.

Conclusion
❏ There are three great priorities for Christians to pursue. Here they are in clear language:
■

First, we are to _______ who God wants us to _______.

■

Second, we are to _______ what God wants us to _______.

■

Third, we are to _______ what God wants us to _______.

❏ It is vitally important that we become three-dimensional Christians.
■

Sadly, some Christians tend to be one-dimensional in life. They have called on the
Lord to redeem them, but they have hardly grown in their walk with Him. They are
spiritually anorexic – thin and weak. They belong to the Lord, but are still babes.

■

Many Christians tend to be two-dimensional in life. They have grown in their
understanding of God’s Word, but remain on the sidelines as they watch others serve.

■

Thankfully, some Christians are three-dimensional. Their love for the Lord is strong,
they are growing in their knowledge of Scripture, and they are serving faithfully.

❏ It is important that we become doers of God’s Word. “Anyone who listens to the word but
does not do what it says is like a man who looks at his face in a mirror and, after looking
at himself, goes away and immediately forgets what he looks like. But the man who looks
intently in the perfect law that gives freedom, and continues to do this, not forgetting what
he has heard, but doing it – he will be blessed in what he does” (James 1:23-25).
❏ Many of us are guilty of failing the Lord in two distinct ways when it comes to doing
what He has called us to do. Daniel, on the other hand, had victory in these two ways.
Look at Daniel 6:4. Do you see the two ways in which he conducted himself?
■

First, he could not be accused of corruption.
Alarmingly, corrupt behavior is still found in us. We are guilty of sins of
commission. For example, far too often our tongues let us down (cf. James 3:1-10).

■

Second, Daniel could not be accused of negligence – he was trustworthy.
We fail terribly here. We surely are guilty of sins of omission. For starters, look at
how we have neglected to follow these passages: Matt. 28:18-20; Rom. 12:9-21.

❏ Like Daniel, let us ask the Lord for help. First, let us confess our sins, and then petition
Him to bring about His great purpose for us – our restoration (cf. Dan. 9:4-6, 17, 24).
May each one of us have our own Face-to Face Encounter with the Lord.

JOSEPH
Grady Parker
The story of this young man who went from Pit to Palace, from Rags to Riches never loses its charm
for old and young alike. It would take a very large book to fully portray the life and character of this
unique Old Testament servant of the Lord.
We really begin our study by assuming that families will be a place of warmth, love, acceptance, and
security. But far too often family becomes the breeding ground for anger, resentment, and bitterness.
From Scripture we learn that JACOB had 12 sons but he favored his son JOSEPH. That angered his
brothers because they realized that Joseph was loved more than they were. So the home in which
Joseph lived his early life was made up of a family filled with anger, resentment, and jealously.
JACOB’S bad character had been reproduced in his sons. His name means “CONNIVER” and his sons had
learned at the feet of the “master.” A family can be the breeding ground for hatred, and the effects can
be very destructive. In fact, Jacob’s actions had planted a bomb in his household and Joseph was about
to light the fuse by obeying his father.
In GENESIS 37:12-27, we learn that Jacob sent Joseph, who was wearing his multi-colored coat to check
on his brothers. Immediately, they resented the very presence of Joseph.
Now notice that Anger had replaced_______________________ in their heart (Genesis 37:18).
Sarcasm had replaced right speech (Genesis 37:19).
The brothers took Joseph’s coat, a symbol of their ___________________________ (Genesis 37:23).
They cast Joseph into a pit (Genesis 37;24).
They sat down with cold heats to enjoy a meal and decide what to do with Joseph next
(Genesis 37:25).
The brothers sold Joseph to a ______________________ ___________________(Genesis 37:2-28)
Joseph was taken to Egypt and to an Egyptian named Potiphar. An officer of Pharaoh bought him from
the Ishmaelites who brought him there. The Lord was with Joseph, so he became a successful servant in
the house of his master, Potiphar. Joseph was handsome in form and appearance and his faith in
Jehovah was very evident so Potiphar left everything in his control and we read: “He left all that he
owned under Joseph’s authority; He did not concern himself with anything except the food he ate”
(GENESIS 39:6).

I.

JOSEPH’S TEMPTATION (GENESIS 39;7)

A. Temptation is an inevitable part of a fallen world and we are all tempted. In fact, there are all
kinds of temptation:
1. _____________________________ temptation which is lust for things.
2. Personal temptation which is lust for ________________________________.
3. _________________________temptation which is lust for another person.
This is the kind Joseph faced (GENESIS 39:8-10).

Notice how he handled this temptation (GENESIS 39:11-12)
The Apostle Paul gave Timothy good advice on how to handle temptation. In fact, it is good advice for
each of us today: “Flee also youthful lusts; but pursue righteousness, faith, love, peace with

those who call on the Lord out of a pure heart” (2 TIMOTHY 2:22).

II.

JOSEPH CAST INTO PRISON (GENESIS 39:20)

III.

JOSEPH INTERPRETS PHARAOH’S DREAMS (GENESIS 41:14-32)

IV.

JOSEPH’S NEW ASSIGNMENT (GENESIS 41:41,44)
A. Pharaoh placed Joseph over all the land.

V.

HOW JOSEPH DEALT WITH HIS BROTHERS
A. Remember how his brothers had treated him years before? Now he had the
opportunity to “get even.” However, he _______________________ them.
B. This is a Biblical principle of utmost importance in our own life.
1. Listen to what Jesus said about it:

“For if you forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also
forgive you. But if you do not forgive men their trespasses, neither will your
Father forgive your trespasses” MATTHEW 6:14-15
2. Read COLOSSIANS 3:12-13.

VI.

JOSEPH’S GRIEF (GENESIS 49:33)
a. Whoever has endured the death of a loving father as I have, knows the grip of grief as it
tightens itself around you. We understand Joseph’s surge of grief and identify with the
touching words found in GENESIS 50:1-3.

VII.

JOSEPH REVEALS TO HIS BROTHER WHO HE REALLY IS.
A. THE BROTHERS ARE FEARFUL
B. JOSEPH’S KINDNESS (GENESIS 50:19-21)

THREE IMPORTANT LESSONS FOR US TODAY.
1. God works all things for our ____________________and His _______________________________.
2. ____________________________ was not a part of Joseph’s life, nor should it be part of our life.
3. As Joseph faced death, he was right with both God and man.

Need To. Can Do. How To.
Richard Wilson
Can Do.
Have you come to understand this is something you actually can do?
You can because God is near.
Psalm 145:18
Acts 17:27
The blessing of God’s presence awaits.
Numbers 6:24-26

Need To.
If you don’t come near to God, you are missing out on part of God’s plan for
you.
God desires to be near to you, so are you willing to come near to Him?
Exodus 20:18
Psalm 73:28
Psalm 24:3-4

How To.
The Bible tells us in numerous places how to draw near to God.
Cleansing and focus is part of the journey.
James 4:8- Cleansed from sin, purified within with a single focus.
Courage, passion and boldness are important.
Hebrews 4:16
Add faith to the mix.
Hebrews 10:19-22

One Day We Will See His Face
Revelation 22:4
Charles M. Wilson


Introduction.



Truths from a New Heaven and a New Earth – Revelation 22:1.
o “The river of living water, sparkling like crystal, is flowing from the throne
of God and of the Lamb.” – Revelation 22:1.

o “The tree of life bearing 12 kinds of fruit…” is flourishing – Revelation 22:2.

o “The curse is lifted forever” – Revelation 22:3.


The curse in the Garden of Eden was four-fold:







A curse of sorrow.
A curse of toil.
A curse of pain.
A curse of death.

Those four curses will not exist in Heaven because Christ the Lamb
came to suffer all four:





He bore our grief – Isaiah 53:3-4.
He sweated in agony as if it were great drops of blood –
Luke 22:44.
He suffered great pain on the cross and even wore a crown
of thorns – a symbol of the curse – John 19:2.
He died – Romans 6:23.



Imagine – we will see His face – Revelation 22:4a.


Charles Spurgeon wrote that “seeing Christ face to face
implies five things”:
o
o
o
o
o



Certain salvation (from Him).
Clear knowledge of Him.
Conscious favor (with Him).
Close fellowship (beside Him).
Complete transformation (to be like Him).

“His name will be on their foreheads” – Revelation 22:4b.


Stephen Davey writes that “the name of God on our
forehead implies:
o Ownership – we belong to Him forever.
o Service – we will represent Him forever.
o Royalty – we will reign with Him forever.



It will all become clear when we see Him face to face.
o No matter how painful life is for you now it is not
forever.
o No matter how hard your disability is it is not forever.
o No matter how fresh your sorrow is it is not forever.
o No matter how great your earthly struggle is it is not
forever.

THE ONLY SCARS IN HEAVEN WILL BE HIS!

