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2015 Bible Study Retreat 

Thursday Night:  January 15, 6:00 PM-9:00 PM 
 

4 Days Forever:  An Introduction- Rev. Rich Wilson 
The Lord’s Supper 

I have eagerly desired to share this Passover- Rev. Rich Wilson 
The Bread:  Broken for You- Rev. Grady Parker 
The Cup:  A New Covenant- Rev. Charles Wilson 
In Remembrance of Me- Rev. Ernie Hack 
 
The Celebration of the Lord’s Supper 

 
Prayer in the Garden- Rev. Grady Parker 
Betrayal and Judas- Rev. Charles Wilson 

 

Friday Morning:  January 16, 8:30 AM-Noon 
 

The Loneliest Psalm- Rev. Rich Wilson 
The Religious Trials- Rev. Rick Shealy 
The Civil Trials:   
 Herod- Rev. Rich Wilson 

Pilate- Rev. Jamie Smith 
The Trials of Jesus- Rev. Grady Parker  

 
Friday Night:  January 16, 7:00 PM-9:30 PM 

The Way of the Cross- Rev. Rich Wilson 
Father Forgive Them- Rev. Ernie Hack 
It is Finished- Rev. Grady Parker 

 The Meaning of the Cross- Rev. Charles Wilson 
 
Saturday Morning: January 17, 8:15 AM-Noon 
 
 From Saturday’s Sorrow to Sunday’s Joy- Rev. Rich Wilson 
  Tomb, Women, Peter, John- Rev. Jamie Smith 
  Jesus and Mary- Rev. Rick Shealy 

The Meaning of the Resurrection- Rev. Ernie Hack 
Changed Forever- Rev Rich Wilson, Teaching Team and Audience 

 
 

We will have breaks at various points during each session.  You will be given time during 
the Saturday morning session to clear your room out and check out.  The hotel usually 
does not permit late checkout.  Luggage may be brought to the Conference Room.  We 
will need help breaking down and loading up at the end of the final session. 
 



4 Days Forever 
INTRODUCTION 

Rich Wilson 

 

Can four days really amount to much?  Can a Thursday, Friday, Saturday and Sunday 

2000 years ago stand out among all the days lived on earth? 

 

Some estimate we’ve been on this planet for ________________ years.   

That would be:  ____________________________ days. 

Or more precisely: 52,560,000 hours 

 

We are talking about 4 days, a mere 96 hours.  That is only 0.0001826% of the days 

humans have been on earth. 

 

If you examine those four days more closely, the events only spanned about 60 hours. 

 

What four days are we talking about?  The four days of Jesus’ life from the Lord’s 

Supper on a Thursday to the Resurrection on a Sunday morning.   

 

What we know is that these four days stand out from all other days in the history 

of humanity. 

 

What makes these four days so different? 

 These four days were all about Jesus 

 These four days are part of God’s eternal plan.  His purpose, goal and plan. 

 These four days are the pinnacle of Jesus’ mission on earth. 

 These four days were the careful fulfillment of God’s Word, ancient prophecies 

and promises. 

 These four days were carried out with your eternity in mind. 

 These four days were lived with lost humanity at heart. 

 These four days were the perfect demonstration of God’s love. 

 These four days were to defeat the enemy of man: 

o Satan, sin and death. 



 These four days became the hinge point for human history. 

 These four days cry out, “Look here and be changed.” 

 

So what do these four days mean?  Look to Jesus and you will see: 

 

THE LORD’S SUPPER 

 “What I’m about to do for you will change everything.”  

GETHSEMANE  

 “I WILL do this for you.” 

BETRAYAL BY JUDAS 

 “Your act proves why I must do this.” 

TRIAL BY THE RELIGIOUS 

 “My only guilt is not following your rules but I will die for your unrecognized guilt.” 

TRIAL BY PILATE 

“You are innocent yet you will die.”  “Yes, but I don’t stand here for myself.  I 

stand here for every guilty soul from the foundation of the earth until the end of 

time.” 

CRUCIFIXION 

“I die here as the perfect sacrifice for all.  No one on this hill takes my life from 

me.  I willingly lay it down for you.” 

RESURRECTION  

“Because I live, you may also live.  I have covered and conquered your sin.  I 

have defeated death and the grave.  I have opened the way to eternal life.  It is 

now possible for you to be changed.  Changed for today and tomorrow, and yes, 

changed forever.” 

 

FOUR DAYS:   Days which exceed the bounds of a calendar. 

FOUR DAYS:   Days which are unlike any and all other days on earth. 

FOUR DAYS: Days which reach out to all, in every place and in every time. 

FOUR DAYS: Days which even the wisest cannot fully comprehend. 

FOUR DAYS: Days when met with faith can change a heart for eternity. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

  



I HAVE EAGERLY DESIRED TO SHARE THIS PASSOVER WITH YOU 

Richard Wilson 

Luke 22:14-16 (HCSB)  
14  When the hour came, He reclined at the table, and the apostles with Him.  
15  Then He said to them, “I have fervently desired to eat this Passover with you before I 

suffer.  
16  For I tell you, I will not eat it again until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of God.”  

Jesus grew up in a faithful Jewish family and he had personally participated in Passover every 

year of his life.  As a teacher, he had shared Passover with his disciples at least twice and 

probably three times prior to this night in Luke 22. 

There was something special about Passover which Jesus had withheld from his disciples until 

that very night.  Passover was more than a Jewish celebration.  Passover had carried a message 

forward from the first Passover until this very moment with his disciples.  The message of 

redemption.  Passover had always been a celebration of what God had done for the Hebrew 

people in the ancient past.  Jesus was eager for this Passover because of what God was about to 

do in in the present. 

For centuries Passover represented:  Deliverance from Egypt; the blood of the Passover lamb 

placed on the doorposts of the Hebrew’s homes; and the unleavened bread baked by the 

Hebrews and taken with them on their journey out of Egypt.  Passover was carried out in 

obedience to the command of God given to Moses and then to the people in Exodus 12:14-20. 

But now on this night Jesus would redefine the ancient symbols of Passover.  He would take 

the bread and give it new meaning by declaring that it represented his body broken for us.  He 

would take the cup and declare it as the new terms of our relationship with God through his 

own blood.   

For the disciples, this was probably very confusing.  They had all heard the sayings of Passover 

repeated again and again.  Jesus was essentially rewriting the book before their eyes.  Maybe 

you’ve never thought of it this way, but Jesus was telling his disciples to remember something 

(the breaking of his body and the shedding of his blood) before it even happened. 

God often gives us advance notice.  In effect he says, “This is going to be big, you might want to 

remember it.”   

In Exodus 12:14-20 God instituted Passover as a feast of Israel even before the people were set 

free.  He did this because the event would be something worth remembering. 

Jesus did the same with a piece of unleavened bread and a Passover cup.  Something big is 

about to happen.  How big?  You’re going to want to remember it! 

 



THIS BREAD IS MY BODY WHICH IS BROKEN FOR YOU 

Grady Parker 

 

The broken bread that Jesus took and passed around the table to His disciples 

represented His body, which would be broken for them and also for US.  Earlier, 

Jesus made it clear by saying: “I am that Bread of Life.” (John 6:48) after reminding 

His disciples that “My Father gives you the true Bread from Heaven, and the bread 

of God is He which came down from heaven and gives life unto the world.” (John 

6:32b-33)   

Only Jesus could give thanks at such a time as this.  His death on the Cross was 

impending. 

So, Jesus made it very clear that HE is the “Bread of Life” and that He came down 

to earth from Heaven because the Father sent Him to “give life unto the world” 

(John 6:33b). 

When we partake of the Lord’s Supper and receive the BREAD, it should remind us 

of the terrible price Jesus paid to become our “Bread of Life.” In fact, He tells us to 

eat this bread in remembrance of Him. 

 

  



THE CUP: A NEW COVENANT 
Charles M. Wilson 

 

 The cup that had represented the lamb’s blood smeared on the doorposts now 
came to represent the blood of the Lamb of God – Jesus Christ –shed for the 
salvation of the world. 
 

 The Old Covenant was ratified repeatedly by the blood of animals offered by 
men. 
 

 But the New Covenant has been ratified once and for all by the blood of Jesus 
Christ (Hebrews 9:28), which God Himself has offered. 
 

 The old deliverance was from Egypt to the Promised Land. 
 

 So Jesus took the cup and said “This cup is the New Covenant in My blood.” 
o This was not a covenant of grace replacing one of works. 
o It is new in that it is the saving covenant to which all the Old Testament 

pictures pointed. 
 

 The new deliverance is from sin to salvation, from darkness to light, from death to 
life, from Satan’s realm to God’s Heaven. 
 

 Passover was transformed into the Lord’s Supper. 
 

 We now eat the bread and drink the cup not to remember the exodus from Egypt 
and the crossing of the Red Sea but to remember the cross and our Savior. 

 

 

  



IN REMEMBRANCE OF THE LORD JESUS 
Ernie Hack 

 
See Romans 3:22, 24-26 
 
 Righteousness from God comes through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe...   
 
 (They) are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus. 
 
 God presented him as a sacrifice of atonement... 
 

He did this to demonstrate his justice at the present time, so as to be just and the one 
who justifies those who have faith in Jesus. 

 
Paul used three different terms to highlight what God has done for us in Christ: 
 

Justified is a courtroom term.  God declares us to be righteous when we’re in Christ. 
 

Redemption is a slave-market term.  God has paid for our release from being slaves to 
selfishness, sin and Satan through Christ’s sacrifice. 

 
Atonement is a temple term.  God sees Christ’s sacrifice as the perfect payment for our 
sin.  It fully satisfies (appeases) God’s wrath directed against our sin.  

 
Thus, no one but the Lord Jesus Christ deserves our ongoing thanks, worship and allegiance! 
 

  



 

 

 

CELEBRATION OF THE 

LORD’S SUPPER 

 

 
  



THE GARDEN OF GETHSEMANE 

Matthew 26:31-46 

Grady Parker 

 

Following the Lord’s Supper, Jesus and the disciples made their way out to the 

Mount of Olives to the Garden of Gethsemane.  Jesus told them that He would be 

smitten and they would scatter, but let us turn to the Bible to get the full story. 

The Smiting of the Shepherd would cause the sheep to scatter according to 

Matthew 26:31.  Just what was Jesus referring to?  Not to the buffeting of 

humanity’s malice, but to the stroke of Jehovah upon His soul, to the moment on 

the Cross when He would be alone. 

I.  THE PLACE 

       A.  A place called Gethsemane (Matthew 26:36) 

             1.  Luke tells us: “He went out and made His way AS USUAL to the Mount 

                       of Olives”  (Luke 22:39) 

             2.  What does the word “Gethsemane mean”? ___________________ 

             3.   Located east of Jerusalem at the base of Mount of Olives 

 

II.  THE PRAYERS  (Mark 14:32) 

        A.  Jesus had prayed many times in presence of His disciples 

              1.  This prayer was different 

                 a.  He often  ___________________ to pray. 

                 b.  This time He ___________   ___________   ___________ and prayed. 

 

         B.  Agony  (Luke 22:44) 

               1.  His ____________________________ (Matthew 26:37) 

               2.  His ____________________________  (Matthew 26:38) 

               3.  His _____________________________(Matthew 26:38) 

               4.  His ___________________   ___________________ (Matthew 26:39) 



                     a.  Spiritual Agony 

                           (1)  For Jesus , it was time of ____________________________. 

                           (2)  It was a time of ____________________________________ 

                     b.  “He made the One who did not know sin to be sin for us, so that  

                               we might become the righteousness of God in Him”   

                                (2  Corinthians 5:21). 

 

III.   THE SHEEP WERE SCATTERED. 

        A.  Evidence they were scattered just as Jesus said (Matthew 26:31) 

              1.  Sense of false security:  Peter: “I will not deny You…” 

              2.  All disciples said same thing (Matthew 26:35) 

              3.  Disciples sleeping when they should have been praying 

              4.  Zeal without knowledge….Peter’s action at arrest of Jesus 

 

IV.   THE FOLD SECURED 

        A.  There came a day later on when Peter was writing a letter and he said,  

             “God has given us a new birth into a living hope through the Resurrection 

               of Jesus Christ from the dead” (I Peter 1:3b). 

 

        B.  “But after I have been Resurrected, I will go before you into 

                Galilee”(Matthew 26:32) 
 

  



The Judas Within/The Judas Kiss on our Lips 
Mark 14:21 

Charles M. Wilson 
 

 Judas Iscariot, who betrayed Jesus with a kiss, has become the most 
despised person in human history. 

o John MacArthur writes, “Sin is never more grotesque that it is in the life of 
Judas. When we study Judas and his motivations, we are prying very 
close to the activity of Satan. 
 

 When we look closely at Judas we see the ultimate tragedy. 
o He was called to follow after Jesus in the same manner that Peter, James, 

John, Levi and the others were. 
 He heard the same teachings. 
 He witnessed the same miracles. 
 He went on the same missionary journeys. 
 He would have been held in the same high esteem as the other 11. 

o For three years he moved and walked with Jesus. 
 He must have shared the same hope for the kingdom to come. 
 He likely believed that Jesus was the Messiah. 

o But we do not think of those things when we think of Judas. 
 We only think of the man who betrayed Jesus with a kiss. 

 

 What about us?  Is there a Judas within us? Is there a kiss of betrayal on 
our lips? 

o Absurd we want to shout! In no way am I like Judas. I love Jesus too much 
to ever betray Him! 

o Maybe you identify with Peter who denied Jesus on the same night Judas 
betrayed Him. 

 “Deny” = to refuse to acknowledge. 

 Honestly, have you ever stood toe to toe with someone and 
said, “I don’t know Jesus! I have never been with Him! I have 
no idea what you are talking about! 

 In 41 years of walking with Jesus I have NEVER denied Him. 
 “Betray” = to give over to an enemy by treachery of fraud; to be 

unfaithful to; to prove false to. 

 Based on those definitions, can we honestly say that there 
has never been a Judas within or a “Judas kiss” on our lips? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 There are 5 areas of betrayal that we must examine. 
 

o Knowingly committing sin – Romans 3:23. 
 
 
 
 

o Using God’s amazing grace as an excuse to sin – Romans 6:1-2. 
 
 
 
 

o Living a life of hypocrisy – Matthew 23:17. 
 
 
 
 

o Living a life of greed – Matthew 6:33. 
 
 
 
 

o Being disappointed in God’s will, work, and way in your life. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Based on these 5 areas, is there a Judas within or a Judas kiss upon your lips? 
 

  



 

 

 

 

  



THE LONELIEST PSALM 
A MORNING DEVOTION BY RICH WILSON 

The pace of the night from the Passover table, to the Garden, to the betrayal, arrest and 

trial was blinding.  From a moment of peace with his disciples Jesus was thrust into the 

abuse of soldiers, scoffers and the questions of judges.  This Messianic psalm probably 

refers to the time after Jesus appeared before the Sanhedrin and before he was taken 

to Pilate a dawn.  The house of Caiaphas would have served as a place for a late night 

trial and as a prison complete with holding cells.  Jesus would have been keep there for 

a few hours before the next phase of his trial.  Listen to the loneliness of our Savior: 

Psalm 88 

1 Lord, you are the God who saves me; 

    day and night I cry out to you. 

2 May my prayer come before you; 

    turn your ear to my cry. 

3 I am overwhelmed with troubles 

    and my life draws near to death. 

4 I am counted among those who go down to the pit; 

    I am like one without strength. 

5 I am set apart with the dead, 

    like the slain who lie in the grave, 

whom you remember no more, 

    who are cut off from your care. 

6 You have put me in the lowest pit, 

    in the darkest depths. 

7 Your wrath lies heavily on me; 

    you have overwhelmed me with all your waves. 

8 You have taken from me my closest friends 

    and have made me repulsive to them. 

I am confined and cannot escape; 

9     my eyes are dim with grief. 



I call to you, Lord, every day; 

    I spread out my hands to you. 

10 Do you show your wonders to the dead? 

    Do their spirits rise up and praise you? 

11 Is your love declared in the grave, 

    your faithfulness in Destruction? 

12 Are your wonders known in the place of darkness, 

    or your righteous deeds in the land of oblivion? 

13 But I cry to you for help, Lord; 

    in the morning my prayer comes before you. 

14 Why, Lord, do you reject me 

    and hide your face from me? 

15 From my youth I have suffered and been close to death; 

    I have borne your terrors and am in despair. 

16 Your wrath has swept over me; 

    your terrors have destroyed me. 

17 All day long they surround me like a flood; 

    they have completely engulfed me. 

18 You have taken from me friend and neighbor— 

    darkness is my closest friend. 

 

  



A  TALE OF TWO TRIALS 

Rick Shealy 

 Jesus is lead to the home of Caiaphas the high priest.  Peter follows in order to observe what is 

going to happen.  Jesus is accused by two witnesses of threatening to destroy the Temple.  

When he declares that he will be seated at the right hand of God, he is charged with 

blasphemy.  Several people identify Peter as a companion of Jesus.  After he denied that he was 

associated with Jesus three times, the rooster crows.   

 

Arrest in the Garden of Gethsemane 

The Purpose (Matt 26:56) 

 

 

A Narrow Escape to a Trial 

The Advantage of Jesus death stated (John 11: 49-50) 

 

 

Requirements of Discipleship 

What are the requirements? (Luke 14: 26-27) 

 

 

The Problem  

Jewish people Believe 

 

 

Number One Denial  

The slave girl (John 18:17) 

 

 

Caiaphus Plan 

Have Jesus Martyred (John 11:49-50) 

 

 

Jesus Questioned 

By high priest (John 18: 19-21) 
Jesus hit (John 18:22) 
The accusations (Matt 26:59-68) 
Jesus condemned 
 



Denials Two and Three 

Denial two (John 18:25) 
Denial three (John 18:26) 
The rooster (John 18:27) 
 

 

 

Peter recalls Jesus  

Conversation with Jesus (Matt 26: 31-46) 

 

 

 

Application 

 

 

  



HEROD:  NOT READY FOR A CHANGE 

Rich Wilson 

Luke 22:6-12 

This study is about four days which resulted in changed lives.  Not everyone is looking for a change.  

Some people simply are not ready to change.  Herod was one of those. 

TIMING (Luke 22:6-7) 

 Pilate sent Jesus to Herod.  Pilate set the timetable not Herod. 

 While Herod was curious about Jesus, he certainly wasn’t seeking Jesus.  The opposite can be 

found with Nicodemus and Zacchaeus who were both seeking Jesus. 

 As odd as it sounds, the timing is off.  This was not an optimal Herod to change. 

 Not everyone is “right on the verge of change.”  

FAMILIARITY AND INTEREST DOES NOT EQUAL CHANGE (Luke 22:8) 

 We find Herod surprisingly open to meeting Jesus.  He was “very glad to see Jesus.”  “For a long 

time,” Herod had hoped to meet him.  The verse also reveals he had “heard about him.” 

 He was both interested in Jesus and was somewhat familiar with him.  While these are positive 

statements, they do not equal change.  Many were like Herod, eager to see Jesus, but in the 

end they walked away unchanged. (The Rich Young Ruler and even Nicodemus.) 

 Knowing something about Jesus and even expressing interest in Jesus are steps toward Jesus but 

they are not the same as being changed by Jesus. 

THE TRAP OF “WHAT CAN YOU DO FOR ME?” (Luke 22:8-9) 

 Herod wanted to see Jesus perform a miracle.  Jesus had a reputation for miracles and Herod 

thought himself to be important enough to seek a miracle in his presence.  Many believe this is 

what is meant by Herod hoping to see a miracle.  Maybe this is the reason he was so willing to 

let Jesus come before him because he hoped to see something spectacular. 

 It is often the case that people come to Jesus with hopes of what Jesus will do for them.  In 

truth, we really need Jesus to do something in us.   

 In the end Herod saw no miracle and never even heard a word from the lips of Jesus.  From 

Herod’s perspective, Jesus did not live up to the hype.   

 Too many walk away unchanged because Jesus, “just didn’t do anything for me.” 

 They entertained the thought of Jesus for a while, but when they became disappointed, 

disillusioned or even bored with Jesus then sent him on his way. 

 They can say, “I tried Jesus, once,” and continue to live an unchanged life. 

WHILE SOME ARE CHANGED, MANY SCOFF (Luke 22:10-11) 

 Instead of joining the host of those changed by Jesus, Herod joined the chorus of those who 

rejected Jesus.   

 He approved and even participated in the mocking of Jesus as a king, treated him with 

contempt, hurled insults at him and then sent him back to Pilate. 

 Herod came face to face with the One who could change him but he never took a step in that 

direction.  Herod stayed the same.   



TRIAL BEFORE PILATE 

Jamie Smith 

Matthew 27:11 – “Meanwhile Jesus stood before the governor, [Pontius Pilate], 

and the governor asked him, ‘Are you the king of the Jews?’ Jesus replied, ‘Yes, it 

is as you say.’” 

1. Roman rule was extremely strict on anyone claiming to be a leader or king. 

i. “You shall have no other king but Caesar.” 

ii. Other “kings” could potentially be a threat, or perhaps even start an 

uprising. 

iii. As soon as Jesus said “yes,” Pilate was well within his rights as governor 

to kill Jesus on the spot. Why didn’t he? 

Matthew 27:12 – “When [Jesus] was accused by the chief priests and the elders, 

he gave no answer.” 

2. Jesus didn’t defend himself at all against the accusations being thrown 

against him. Why? 

i. The chief priests had made up their minds, and Jesus knew it. 

Nothing he said at that moment would have swayed their greed. 

ii. Jesus knew Pilate’s curiosity. He was giving Pilate an opportunity to 

have a life changing experience. 

iii. Jesus knew after Gethsemane that this course of action was how it 

had to be. 

Matthew 27:13 – “Then Pilate asked him, ‘Don’t you hear the testimony they are 

bringing against you?’” 

3. So, back to the original question. Why didn’t Pilate end it immediately? 

i. Keep in mind that the religious accusations mean nothing to Pilate. 

(Matthew 26:61). 

ii. The chief priests had to rely on false accusations from the people, 

and were likely doing the same here; it’s entirely possible these later 

accusations weren’t entirely religious. 

 



Matthew 27:14 – “But Jesus made no reply, not even to a single charge – to the 

great amazement of the governor.” 

4. Amazing a Roman governor is a big deal! GREATLY amazing them even 

moreso! 

i. Centurions were the “Rambo” soldiers of the Roman empire. 

- They were in charge of 100 Roman soldiers. 

- Imagine Pilate’s position – being in charge of multiple centurions. 

ii. It’s human nature to defend oneself. 

- Pilate has probably heard every excuse in the book at every kind 

of trial. 

Matthew 27:15-18 – “Now it was the governor’s custom at the Feast to release a 

prisoner chosen by the crowd. At that time they had a notorious prisoner, called 

Barabbas. So when the crowd had gathered, Pilate asked them, ‘Which one would 

you have me release to you: Barabbas, or Jesus who is called Christ?’ For he knew 

it was only out of envy that they handed Jesus over to him.” 

5. We see something incredibly interesting here. Pilate has compassion 

toward Jesus. 

i. He is the only person even remotely advocating for Jesus…and yet he 

is the last person we’d expect to do so. 

ii. Pilate was a smart guy. He had to be, in his position.  

- His advocacy was selfish and backhanded, but he was trying to 

help Jesus out. Barabbas was the worst of the worst: Rapist, 

murderer, thief. In Pilate’s mind, there was no way the crowd 

would want to release him over Jesus. 

- This was an attempt to force the crowd’s hand, and to set Jesus 

free without outright freeing him. Had Pilate merely dismissed the 

charges and set Jesus free, he would have made a lot of enemies 

on a lot of different sides. 

 



Matthew 27:19 – “While Pilate was sitting on his judge’s seat, his wife sent him 

this message: ‘Don’t have anything to do with that innocent man, for I have 

suffered a great deal today in a dream because of him.” 

6. Pilate’s wife even admits that Jesus is innocent! But she still insists on Pilate 

having nothing to do with the situation for fear of what may happen. 

i. “Look out for Number One.” 

ii. Pilate, however, is in a position where he must make a choice. 

Inaction is not an option. 

Matthew 27:20-23 – “But the chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowd to 

ask for Barabbas and to have Jesus executed. ‘Which of the two would you have 

me release?’ asked Pilate. ‘Barabbas,’ they answered. ‘What shall I do, then, with 

Jesus who is called Christ?’ Pilate asked. They all answered, ‘Crucify him!’ Pilate 

asked, ‘Why? What crime has he committed?’ But they shouted all the louder, 

‘Crucify him!’” 

7. The crowd, to Pilate’s surprise, chose Barabbas. 

i. The chief priests were using temple funds to bribe these people into 

killing Jesus. That’s how desperate, greedy, and power-hungry they 

were. 

8. Pilate is shocked. He was sure they would choose Jesus over Barabbas. 

Pilate, however, is still compassionate toward Jesus. 

i. “Jesus the Christ,” a more honorific title than usually accustomed. 

ii. Pilate has an opportunity to take action. Now is the deciding 

moment, where he can choose a side. Regardless of what he decides, 

he will change the world. 

- Pilate does not act. 

- This is how it has to be. 

 

 

Matthew 27:24 – “When Pilate saw that he was getting nowhere, but that instead 

an uproar and riot was starting, he took water and washed his hands in front of 

the crowd. ‘I am innocent of this man’s blood,’ he cried. ‘It is your responsibility!’” 



9. This was a moment that probably felt like forever to him. A heavy choice 

with who knows what consequences, good or bad. And yet by not making a 

choice, he has indeed made his choice. 

i. “Look out for Number One.” 

ii. The Consequences of Compassion. 

- Jesus had only spoken six words to Pilate, and yet had left such an 

impact on him that this powerful man was advocating for him. 

Had Pilate chosen to free him, it could have been seen as him 

acknowledging Jesus’ claim to being a king. He would have, at the 

very least, lost his position as governor, or perhaps be executed 

by the Roman government. Let alone making enemies of the chief 

priests, who are already in underhanded dealings. 

iii. The Consequences of Ignorance. 

- Pilate could have chosen to end it immediately. If he had, Jesus 

had still left an imprint on his life. He would have lived with guilt 

for the rest of his days, and living in fear due to his wife’s dream. 

Outright turning his back on Jesus was an option, but he knew it 

would have kept gnawing at him. Perhaps it still did. 

iv. The Consequences of Apathy. 

- By not choosing, Pilate made his choice. A selfish one. He is still 

“on the fence,” and unfortunately the world doesn’t have time to 

wait for him to make a decision. It’s something he has to decide 

now. So he chooses to let the Sanhedrin have their way with 

Jesus, and to claim he had nothing to do with it. He just doesn’t 

care. 

10.  Jesus is in front of you. What will you do with him? 

i. Compassion. 

ii. Ignorance. 

iii. Apathy. 
 

  



SUMMARY OF TRIALS OF JESUS 

Grady Parker 

  

    Following the arrest of Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane, He was taken to the 

palace of Annas, the former high priest and father-in-law of Caiaphas, the current 

high priest.  At the time Annas was the most powerful  man in Jerusalem.  He was 

extremely wealthy. 

    Next, Jesus was brought before Caiaphas and then before the Sanhedrin, a 

group of 70 men. 

    In the CIVIL trial of Jesus they brought Him before Pontius Pilate, then Herod, 

and finally back to Pilate. 

Some of the illegal aspects of the trials: 

    1.  The _______________________ of the trial 

    2.  The _______________________ of the trial. 

    3.   It was not legal to try a case on a  _____________________ day. 

    4.   _______________________________had to agree on the guilt or innocence  

          of the person. 

    5.  If a man was condemned to die, they were supposed to wait a day to carry 

out the sentence in order to give the members of the Sanhedrin time to look for 

some possible way to show mercy to the accused.  Jesus was condemned, yet 

they rushed Him right through to the Crucifixion. 

     Following His trial by the Sanhedrin, Jesus was brought before Pontius Pilate. 

 

I.   PILATE THE _________________________________MAN 

     A.  He heard the testimony of Jesus and concluded that He was innocent. 

        1.  In fact, Pilate declares Jesus innocent ____________ times. 

        2.  He wanted to release Jesus but feared the ___________________. 

 

     B.  He saw a way out of his dilemma: send Jesus to Herod and let him pass 

          judgment on Him.  

 

 

II.  HEROD, THE ________________________________MAN 



      A. Attracted to his half-brother’s wife, Herodias, and took her for his own. 

          1.  Herod put ________________________________in prison. 

          2.  Men cannot stop the Word of God. 

                a.  Prophets and preachers do not live in this world forever, but God  

                     always raises up another to take their place. 

                b.  Heaven and earth shall pass away: but My Word shall not pass away 

                      (Luke 21:33). 

 

       B.  Herod’s mind was set on the things of the _____________________. 

             1.  His ____________________________was stirred (Mark 6:19-20). 

             2.  Why Herod put John in prison:  

                   a.  He feared John’s ______________________among the people. 

                   b.  John’s preaching condemned Herod’s way of life. 

 

        C.  Herodias despised John because of his preaching. 

              1.  What demand did she make? ________________________________ 

 

         D.  Herod died in his sin even though he had two of the greatest witness in 

               human history  _______________and _______________ ______ 

               1.  Jesus  was returned to Pontius Pilate. 

 

III.  PILATE THE  _________________________________MAN 

      A.  He failed to listen to strong warning from his  ___________________. 

            1.  God uses many ways in His attempts to reach men. 

            2.  God warns US not to be ___________________________________. 

                  a.  Today is the day of salvation (2 Corinthians 6:2). 

 

      B.  Pilate the indecisive man gave in to worldly ______________________. 

            1.  He tried to escape responsibility for making a decision. 

            2.  Pilate asked: “What shall I do with Jesus?” 

            3.  Pilate tried to declare his innocence by ________________________. 

                 a. My sin can be washed away only by the ______________________. 
 



 

 

 

 

  



THE WAY OF THE CROSS 

Rich Wilson 

The way of the cross.  In Jerusalem it is a narrow way known as the Via Dolorosa or “the way of 

suffering.”  Often depicted as a long walk, it was less than a half mile.  The true struggle of the 

journey to the crucifixion site was not the distance but the weight.  While the cross was heavy, 

the true weight of our sin was heavy upon Jesus with every step. 

 

THE SCOURGING (John 19:1-3)  Every ______________ was for us. 

Isaiah 53:5c (NKJV)  
5  . . . by His stripes we are healed.  

TAKING UP THE CROSS (John 19:15-17) He _________________ carried the cross for us. 

Matthew 20:18-19 (HCSB)  
18  “Listen! We are going up to Jerusalem. The Son of Man will be handed over to the 

chief priests and scribes, and they will condemn Him to death.  
19  Then they will hand Him over to the Gentiles to be mocked, flogged, and crucified, 

and He will be resurrected on the third day.” 

SIMON CARRIES THE CROSS (Mark 15:21) We are called to carry _____________ cross. 

Luke 9:23 (HCSB)  
23  Then He said to ⌊them⌋ all, “If anyone wants to come with Me, he must deny himself, 

take up his cross daily, and follow Me.  

THE WOMEN OF JERUSALEM (LUKE 23:27-28) Jesus said, “weep for ____________________.” 

Luke 13:34-35 (HCSB)  
34  “Jerusalem, Jerusalem! She who kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to 

her. How often I wanted to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks 

under her wings, but you were not willing!  
35  See, your house is abandoned to you. And I tell you, you will not see Me until the 

time comes when you say, ‘He who comes in the name of the Lord is the blessed One’!”  

JESUS IS CRUCIFIED (Luke 23:33) Jesus bore our sins on the cross. 

Isaiah 53:5 (HCSB)  
5  But He was pierced because of our transgressions, crushed because of our iniquities; 

punishment for our peace was on Him, and we are healed by His wounds.  

 

Humility.  Suffering.  Sacrifice.  Agony.  Sorrow.  This is the way of the cross. 



FATHER FORGIVE THEM 

Ernie Hack 
 
See Ephesians 1:3-8 
 

Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ who has blessed us in the 
heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ.... In love he predestined us to be 
adopted as his sons through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and will – to 
the praise of his glorious grace which he has freely given us in the One he loves.  In him 
we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins in accordance with the 
riches of God’s grace that he lavished on us with all wisdom and understanding. 

 
Key requirements for God’s forgiveness: 
 
 God’s love and grace found in the redeeming work of Jesus needs to be applied to us. 
 
 This only happens when we are “in Christ,” and this only comes about when he is in us. 
 
 Christ only comes to redeem us when we repent of our sin and call upon him to save us.   
 
 When we genuinely do so, he forgives us.  He accepts and affirms us, but never our sin.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

IT IS FINISHED 

Grady Parker 

 

When Jesus was dying on the cross and during the last moments of His life, He was 

fully in control as He obeyed His Father’s will.  He had refused to drink the pain-

deadening wine that was always offered to those who were about to be crucified 

(Matthew 27:34).  He said ____________________, which was a fulfillment of 

Scripture (Psalm 69:21).  He was enduring physical suffering for He had a real 

human body.  He had just emerged from three hours of darkness when He felt the 

wrath of God and separation from His Father.  The combination of that darkness 

and thirst and isolation amounted to suffering beyond human comprehension. 

 

There were _____________________reasons for His thirst as we see in Psalm 

22:15: “My strength is dried up like baked clay; my tongue sticks to the roof of my 

mouth.  You put Me into the dust of death.”   

 

There were also _________________________reasons for His thirst as Psalm 42:1-

2 points out:  “As a deer longs for streams of water, so I long for You, God, the 

living God.  When can I come and appear before God?” 

 

Jesus made seven statements while He was on the cross; they are known as “the 

seven words from the cross.”  First, He thought of ________________:  those who 

crucified Him, the __________ on a nearby cross, and ______  ____________.  Let 

us read from the Scripture the central word He spoke from the cross.  It was about 

three in the afternoon and “He cried out with a loud voice” to His Father:  “Eli, Eli, 

lama sabachthani?  My God, My God, why have you forsaken me?”  (Matthew 

27:45-49).  

 

The last three statements focused on Himself: 

1.  _____  _________:  “After this when Jesus knew that everything was now 

accomplished that the Scripture might be fulfilled, He said, ‘I thirst!’  A jar full of 



sour wine was sitting there; so they fixed a sponge full of sour wine on hyssop and 

held it up to His mouth.”  (John 19:28-29) 

 

2.  _____  __________:  “When Jesus had received the sour wine, He said ‘It is 

finished!” (John 19:30)   

 

3.  _____  __________:     “And Jesus called out with a loud voice, “Father, into 

Your hands I entrust My spirit.”  (Luke 23:46) 

 

After He had received the offer of vinegar, He said, “It is Finished!”  Then He bowed 
His head and gave up the ghost (or dismissed His spirit).  He was in complete 
control.  Tetelestai  means it is finished, it stands finished, and it always will be 
finished.  This word, tetelestai, is unfamiliar to us, but it was used by various people 
in everyday life in those days.  For instance, a servant would use this word when 
reporting to his or her master, “I have completed the work you assigned me.”  That 
is what Jesus said in John 17:4:  “I have glorified You on the earth by completing 
the work You gave Me to do.”  We can understand this word tetelestai much better 
when we consider how it was used by merchants:  “The debt is paid in full.”  When 
Jesus gave Himself on the cross, He fully met the righteous demands of a holy law; 
He paid our debt in full.  None of the Old Testament sacrifices could take away sins 
because their blood only covered sin.   But the Lamb of God shed His blood, and 
that blood can take away the sins of the world.  The death of Jesus on the cross 
completes the story that God had been writing for centuries. 
 

Tetelestai.  Finished.  Every “jot and tittle” of the law, every word and deed, all that 

the Father had given Him to do on earth—FINISHED!  John, writing about the very 

last days of Jesus, omits the account of the Lord’s Supper, and gives us what many 

call “the Lord’s prayer” in Chapter 17.  He prays for Himself, for His Disciples, and 

for all believers as He recounts His completed work in the world. 

 

Today we cherish that word  _____________ because no one can add to a finished 

work.  We can add nothing to the saving work of Christ.  His death was voluntary:  

He willingly dismissed His spirit as He gave Himself as a ransom, as a sacrifice to 

God and as a propitiation for sin.  He has finished salvation’s plan so that 



“whosoever will may be saved.”  The foundation for His Church has been 

established and the way to Heaven is open to all who will receive Him as Lord and 

Savior. 

 

Jesus came into the world to pay a terrible price to ransom our soul.  Before He 

returned to Heaven, He gave us a divine assignment:  Go into all the world and 

make disciples for Him.   Will we finish our assignment before He comes again or 

calls us home”? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



The Meaning of the Cross 
Colossians 2:8-15 
Charles M. Wilson 

 

 Introduction – Capital Offenses 
o 2 Corinthians 5:21. 
o James 2:10. 

 
 
 
 

 The Condemnation of Sin Nailed Jesus to the Cross – Colossians 2:13. 
o And when you were dead in trespasses and in the uncircumcision  of your 

flesh, He made you alive with Him and forgave us all our trespasses.” 
 Romans 8:1. 
 Romans 8:33-34. 

 
 
 
 
 

 The Curse of the Law Nailed Jesus to the Cross  – Colossians. 2:14. 
o He erased the certificate of debt, with its obligations, that was against us 

and opposed to us, and has taken it out of the way by nailing it to the 
cross. 

 Galatians 3:10. 
 Galatians 3:13. 
 James 2:10. 

 
 
 
 
 

 The Charms of this World Nailed Jesus to the Cross – Colossians  2:8. 
o Be careful that no one takes you captive through philosophy and empty 

deceit based on human tradition, based on elemental forces of the world, 
and not based on Christ. 

 1 John 2:15-16. 
 Galatians 6:14. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 The Corruption of Flesh Nailed Jesus to the Cross  – Colossians  2:11-13. 
o In Him, you were also circumcised with a circumcision not done with 

hands, by putting off the body of flesh, in the circumcision of the Messiah. 
Having been buried with Him in baptism, you were also raised with Him 
from the dead. And when you were dead in trespasses and in the 
uncircumcision of your flesh, He made you alive with Him and forgave all 
your trespasses. 

 Galatians 5:24. 
 James 6:6. 

 
 
 
 
 

 The Control of the Devil Nailed Jesus to the Cross – Colossians. 2:14-15. 
o He erased the certificate of debt, with its obligations, that was against us 

and opposed to us, and has taken it out of the way by nailing it to the 
cross. He disarmed the rulers and authorities and disgraced them publicly; 
He triumphed over them by Him. 

 Ephesians 6:12. 
 Hebrews 2:14. 
 John 12:31. 
 Revelation 12:11. 

 
 
 
 
 

 The Conquest of Death Nailed Jesus to the Cross  – Colossians. 2:12. 
o Having been buried with Him in baptism, you were also raised with Him 

through faith in the working of God, who raised Him from the dead. 
 Hebrews 2:14-15. 

 
 
 
 
 

 Conclusion 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



FROM SATURDAY’S SORROW TO SUNDAY’S JOY 

Rich Wilson 

 

John 20:11 (HCSB)  
11  But Mary stood outside facing the tomb, crying. As she was crying, she stooped to look into 

the tomb.  

 

 

It’s Saturday. 

Why were they so empty on the inside? 

Because the tomb was still full! 

 

John 20:20 (HCSB)  
20  Having said this, He showed them His hands and His side. So the disciples rejoiced when they 

saw the Lord.  



THE RESURRECTION 

Jamie Smith 

Luke 24:1-3 – “On the first day of the week, very early in the morning, the women 

took the spices they had prepared and went to the tomb. They found the stone 

rolled away from the tomb, but when they entered, they did not find the body of 

the Lord Jesus.” 

1. These women had likely spent a small fortune on these spices and such in 

order to perfume the body. 

i. This was a gesture of love and devotion. 

ii. It was perhaps even a sign of acceptance - these women believed it 

was all actually over, and so they wanted to perform one final loving 

act for Jesus. In this case, anointing His body. 

Luke 24:4-8 – “While they were wondering about this, suddenly two men in 

clothes that gleamed like lightning stood beside them. In their fright, the women 

bowed down with their faces to the ground, but the men said to them, ‘Why do 

you look for the living among the dead? He is not here; he has risen! Remember 

how he told you, while he was still with you in Galilee: “The Son of Man must be 

delivered into the hands of sinful men, be crucified and on the third day be raised 

again.”’ Then [the women] remembered [Jesus’] words.” 

2. It really seems like “wondering” is an understatement. The Greek word is 

“aporeisthai,” which means to be in a state of doubt and perplexity. 

i. Being perplexed is like being so confused it hurts. To be in such a 

state of stress that you are freaking out! 

3. The angels are the new “guards” of the tomb. They guard it not to keep 

something in – like the Roman guards were – but to proclaim about the 

One who busted out. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



John 20:3-9 – “So Peter and the other disciple started for the tomb. Both were 
running, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. He bent 
over and looked in at the strips of linen lying there but did not go in. Then Simon 
Peter, who was behind him, arrived and went into the tomb. He saw the strips of 
linen lying there, as well as the burial cloth that had been around Jesus’ head. The 
cloth was folded up by itself, separate from the linen. Finally the other disciple, 
who had reached the tomb first, also went inside. He saw and believed. (They still 
did not understand from Scripture that Jesus had to rise from the dead.) 
 

1. These two had to see for themselves what the women were talking about. 
Based on context from the story, they were likely up in arms to see who 
stole the body of their Teacher. 

2. As a funny note, John mentions three times in five verses that he got to the 
tomb first. Might be why Luke only mentions that Peter went, because John 
was only going to brag about how fast he was. (Maybe he ran track in high 
school!) 

3. “He saw and believed.” 

i. In Verse 9, it tells us that Peter and John, two of the biggest names in 
the Church, “still did not understand from Scripture.” These are two 
of the FOUNDERS of the Church, and yet they don’t understand what 
this means in relation to the Bible. How does that relate to us? 

- You don’t need to be a Bible scholar in order to have great faith, 
or even to be used for great things. Is it a good thing to study 
God’s word? Yes. But not being a well-read theologian does not 
mean that you are not a part of God’s Kingdom or God’s plan. 

4. Jesus stayed for 40 more days after his Resurrection before ascending to 
heaven. He preached, taught, and left instruction for his followers. 
i. However, Jesus does make an appearance several years later to Saul 

on the road to Damascus, when he becomes the apostle Paul. This is 
proof that Jesus is alive and well, and can come back to impact us 
whenever he wants! 

 

 

 

 

 



Mary and Jesus 
(John 20: 11-18) 

Rick Shealy 

 
 
Appearance to Mary  
Mary’s Love for Jesus 
 
 
The Angels 
Mary and Angels In the tomb (20:11-12) 
What did the Angel say?  (20:13) 
 
 
Recognition of Jesus   
Why did Mary not recognize Jesus? 
 
Still dead 
A case of mistaken identity 
Not a good look 
Jesus body crucified, mangled, suffered, removed and entombed. 
 
 
Jesus calls Mary  
By name (20:16) 
How do we respond at our name’s calling? 
 
 
Stop being so clingy!!  
What was Jesus trying to say (20:17) 
 
His ascension 
Her understanding 
Fleshly/Physical body of Jesus 
Move from Physical relationship 
Enter Physical Relationship 
I Am what I AM 
 
 
Application to Life 
Physical vs. Spiritual relationship 
 

 



THE MEANING OF CHRIST’S RESURRECTION 

Ernie Hack 

 

 Christ’s resurrection brings meaning to us from the past, for the present and into the 

future.  This provides us with a three-part outline for our study. 

 

Part 1:  The Resurrection Leads Us Into Certainty 
 

 When we look back into the past at authentic history we are given one of the most 

amazing descriptions of why we can be fully assured that the Christian gospel is absolutely right, 

and that all other belief systems are false.  This is found in the Bible’s descriptions about Christ’s 

resurrection which stands out as the most significant of all miracles, and, therefore, deserves our 

serious attention.  We are left without excuse if we reject it. 

 

 If Christ’s resurrection had not taken place, the gospel and our entire belief-system would 

have been compromised.  Instead of propagating good news about God’s intervention in our 

world, we would be guilty of propagating lies.  We would be wrong for claiming that He 

overpowered death itself – that death died on “Resurrection Day.”  And we would be guilty of 

claiming that Christ came alive to make possible His new life in ours.  If He had not risen, the 

gospel would crumble.   (Josh McDowell and Don Stewart, Answers to Tough Questions Skeptics 

Ask About the Christian Faith [San Bernardino, CA: Here’s Life Publications, 1980], 47.) As 

Paul declared, “... If Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins.  

Then those who have fallen asleep in Christ are lost.  If only for this life we have hope in Christ, 

we are to be pitied more than all men” (1 Cor. 15:12-19).  Devoid of the resurrection, we’d be a 

pathetic people. 

 

 If, on the other hand, the resurrection actually happened, we have a unique, profound and 

God-designed gospel to base our lives on, and a life-giving message to proclaim.  This gospel is 

tied inextricably to the fact of Christ’s resurrection, and to all the events which were vitally 

aligned to it.  The whole Christian message stands or falls on it.  Christ knew this because when 

He was questioned by the Jewish leaders about His claims to be the Messiah, He declared that 

only one sign was necessary to prove His claims: His resurrection (Matt. 12:22-24, 28, 38-42).  

His resurrection sets Him apart from all others, and declares Him to be the Son of God 

(Rom.1:4).  It is crucial, therefore, that we consider the powerful, historical reasons God has 

given to assure us that it actually took place. 

 

The resurrection’s reliable historical sources 
 

 We do well when we remind ourselves that the Bible’s translations are based upon 

reliable, ancient historical documents.  They have as much right as any other historical document 

to tell us about the events of the past.  In fact, they have more reason to do so.  Writing about this 

F. F. Bruce stated, “There is no body of ancient literature in the world which enjoys such a 

wealth of good textual attestation as the New Testament.”  (F. F. Bruce, The Books and the 

Parchments [Old Tappan, NJ: Revell, 1963], 178.)  As one of my seminary professors, Clark 

Pinnock, once wrote, “There exists no document from the ancient world, witnessed by so 

excellent a set of textual and historical testimonies...”  They are by far the most credible 



documents about any person of antiquity, and as we study their descriptions about Christ’s 

ministry, death and resurrection we see that they are some of the best attested events of the 

ancient past. 

 

The empty tomb 
 

 A number of strange arguments have been propagated to counter what the Bible teaches 

about Christ’s resurrection.  These arguments are untenable, and show us that their proponents 

would rather avoid or twist the evidence than accept it.  Actually the shallowness of this thinking 

helps to confirm that Jesus did in fact rise again.  It is useful, therefore, to look at these strange 

arguments. 

 

 First, some contend that Christ’s body was stolen.  Three groups of people were most 

closely aligned to Christ’s death and would have been the most likely to steal His body: the Jews, 

the Romans or the disciples.  Starting with the Jews, we know that they would not have taken it, 

because they did not want to create the impression that He really had risen.  Even if they had 

done so, all they needed to do was produce His body to prove that the early disciples were wrong 

for propagating a new, but warped belief-system. 

 

 Moreover, the Romans did not steal it.  They too had no reasons to do so, because they 

wanted to maintain peace in the land rather than encourage a religious movement to develop 

which could create new factions and conflicts in society.  Even if they had taken the body they 

too could have produced it to stop the Christian church from growing.  As John Stott points out, 

“The authorities’ silence is as eloquent a proof of the resurrection as the apostles’ witness.”  

(Stott, Basic Christianity [London: Inter-Varsity Press, 1971], p. 51.) 

 

 The rumor spread by the Jews that the disciples stole Christ’s body clearly was false 

(Matt. 28:11-15).  We know this because the disciples propagated a message that stressed the 

importance of telling the truth.  Also, most of the original disciples, and a good number of early 

believers, died for what they knew to be true.  People do not lay down their lives for a lie they 

have conjured up.  As Lee Strobel states, “Had they known this was a lie, they would never have 

been willing to sacrifice their lives.  Nobody willingly dies for something that they know is 

false.” (Lee Strobel, “The Case for Christmas,” Mature Living, December 2014, 11.)  Rather than 

saving face we would much rather save our lives when faced with death.  We would rather be 

embarrassed for telling a lie than killed for it.  So it makes no sense to believe that the disciples 

laid down their lives for a fairy-tale they had created.  It is ridiculous to accuse them of being 

deceivers.  “Hypocrites and martyrs are not made of the same stuff.”  (Stott, Basic Christianity 

[London: InterVarsity Press, 1971], p. 50.) 

 

 Second, some argue that the women went looking for Jesus at the wrong tomb.  But this 

makes no sense when more than one was involved (Lk. 24:9-10).  Some women had followed 

Joseph of Arimathea when he laid Jesus’ body in the tomb (Matt. 27:62; Lk. 23:55-56), and 

various people such as the Jewish authorities, the soldiers, Peter and John, and the angels went to 

the tomb at different times, including Jesus Himself (Matt. 27:62-66; Jn. 20:3-18).  It was well 

known where the tomb was located, so it is unreasonable to accuse the women of going to the 

wrong tomb. 



 Third, some argue that the early disciples were misled.  But this also makes no sense.  

They were flabbergasted when they first heard about Christ’s resurrection, and may have been 

confused for a short while, but they were never in collusion with one another.  They did not start 

a rumor about Jesus’ coming to life from the dead.  If they did, they surely would not have 

chosen women in their male-dominated society to be the first to see the empty tomb.  Instead, 

they were taken aback by the report which these women brought them.  Their initial disbelief in 

the resurrection is also seen in the lack of understanding on the part of the two apostles who were 

joined by Jesus as they walked on the road to Emmaus (Lk. 24:11), and the unbelief of Thomas 

(Jn. 20:25) and the skepticism shown by the brothers of Jesus (Mk. 3:21; Jn. 7:5; Acts 1:14).  All 

this tells us that they were not in cahoots with one another trying to propagate a myth called the 

resurrection.  They did not resort to wish-fulfillment (Lk. 24:25-27; Jn. 20:9).  Nor were they 

simpletons, who gullibly followed someone’s story about a resurrection.  Rather they were 

numbed by the way Jesus had been murdered, and then suddenly shocked to hear that He had 

risen from the dead.  In spite of this good news, at the end of the first day they still locked 

themselves in the room where they met.  Jesus suddenly came and stood among them.  Only then 

were they assured that He was alive again, and only then did real peace enter their hearts (Jn. 

20:19-21). 

 

 Fourth, some argue that Jesus never really died.  (This is what is sometimes called the 

Swoon Theory.)  But it is ridiculous to think that Jesus was dazed or unconscious for a day or 

two after all He went through.  The evidence clearly describes the gruesome way in which He 

was killed.   (Mel Gibson’s feature film entitled, The Passion of the Christ, released in 2004, 

made this clear).   The Roman soldiers were terribly cruel when they crucified someone; they 

were hardened, calloused men who cared little for their prisoners.  For one thing, they had little 

trouble breaking the legs of their victims if they wanted to hasten their death.  With broken legs a 

victim could no longer lift himself to breathe, and would soon suffocate to death.  In the case of 

Jesus, the soldiers did not have to break His legs, because they saw that He was already dead.  To 

make sure of this, one of the soldiers pierced His side deeply enough, to bring about a sudden 

flow of blood and water.  This suggests that the spear pierced the sac surrounding Jesus’ heart 

(the pericardium), and possibly the heart itself.  It was clear that Jesus had died (Jn. 19:31-34). 

 

The unique circumstances surrounding Christ’s resurrection 
 

 Important circumstances connected with the resurrection help to convince us that it really 

happened.  Three of these were put in place by the Romans to ensure that no one could go in or 

out the tomb: a very large stone was rolled in front of the tomb (Matt. 27:60; Mk.16:5), guards 

were placed at the tomb (Matt. 27:65), and the tomb was sealed (Matt. 27:65-66).  The fact that 

none of these barriers could keep Jesus in the tomb shows that His resurrection was a 

supernatural event. 

 

 

 Three other circumstances were generated by the Lord Himself: a violent earthquake took 

place without killing anyone (Matt. 28:2), angels appeared and confirmed that Jesus had risen 

(Matt. 28:2-7; Mk.16:5-7; Jn. 20:12), and Christ’s grave clothes were undisturbed when He came 

out of them (Jn. 20:6-7).  God was the only one who could have brought about this kind of 

resurrection (Acts 26:8).  



 

Christ’s post-resurrection appearances to His disciples 
 

 Scripture records ten occasions over a forty day period when Jesus appeared to His 

disciples, with an eleventh occasion taking place at the time of His ascension.  Some are 

described in John 20:19-21 and 1 Corinthians 15:1-8.  More than 515 people were involved.  By 

appearing to different people, we are assured that Christ’s resurrection was not a notion conjured 

up by one or two people.  When writing about the group of more than five hundred who saw 

Jesus, Paul stated, “Most ... are still living.”  It’s as though he says, “If you want to confirm what 

we are saying about Christ’s resurrection, talk to one of those who actually saw Him.”  They 

could verify with certainly that He had risen from the dead.  In particular, those who saw what 

happened to Him on the cross, and then saw Him alive again, would have been absolutely 

convinced that He had risen.  While the empty tomb might not have convinced some of them, 

His appearances certainly did so.  Josh McDowell put it this way:  “An empty tomb does not 

prove the resurrection, but the appearances of the living Christ do.”   (Josh McDowell in 

Decision, March, 2005, 13.)  Doubting Thomas is a good illustration of one who first doubted the 

empty tomb, but became convinced when Jesus appeared to him (Jn. 20:24-29). 

 

The impact of Christ’s resurrection upon His disciples 
 

 The resurrection of Christ made all the difference in His disciples.  They were radically 

changed!  Before the crucifixion they ran from Jesus, deserting Him at a time when they should 

have been loyal (Matt. 26:56).  Only Peter tried to take a stand for Him, but he denied Christ 

when pressurized by those who recognized him (Matt. 26:69-75).  After the resurrection, 

however, Peter and his fellow disciples were a changed people, and after the Holy Spirit was 

given fifty days later at Pentecost, the earliest disciples became a dynamic people.  They began 

proclaiming with great boldness that Jesus had risen from the dead, declaring especially that He 

alone can redeem us (Acts 2:14-41; 4:2-12, 29-31). 

 

 Paul is another great example of this.  We read his testimony in Acts 26:1-29 when he 

was put on trial before Festus and Agrippa.  He summarized his convictions with these strong 

statements, “I am not insane ... What I am saying is true and reasonable ... I pray God that not 

only you but all who are listening to me today may become what I am (a Christian).”  Christ’s 

resurrection had brought about such a life-changing and death-defying conviction in his life, Paul 

could not stop talking about it.  At first the early disciples were surprised by it, but then became 

convinced of it, because it proved to them that He was indeed the Son of God (Rom. 1:4).  It 

became one of the compelling reasons why they called others to join them as Christ’s followers 

(Acts 2:22-32; Jn. 19:35; 20:31; Rom. 1:5).  This good news was so important to them, they were 

ready to lay down their lives to make it known. 

 

The fulfillment of Old Testament prophecies 
 

 It is significant that the New Testament writers quoted from the Old Testament when they 

gave testimonies about Christ’s cross, burial and resurrection (Jn. 19:24,35-37).  They knew that 

the harmonious correlation between the Old and New Testaments was another reason to believe 

that the resurrection had indeed taken place (Jn. 20:9; Acts 2:24-28; 13:35; 17:2-3; 26:22-23).  



The Lord Jesus also knew this, so He went out of His way to convince the early disciples that His 

cross and resurrection were intimately tied to His fulfillment of Old Testament prophecies (Matt. 

26:24, 54, 56; Lk. 24:26-27, 45-46).  The fulfillment of these prophecies not only proved them to 

be true, but also proved Him to be true.  The high regard of the early disciples for the Old 

Testament helped them establish a high regard for His resurrection when it actually took place.  

It should do the same for us. 

 

The emergence of the church 
 

 Christ’s resurrection largely explains the Church’s dynamic start.  It is amazing how this 

came about as Eric Metaxas points out: 

 

 Part of the miracle of the resurrection is that it so empowered a ragtag band of 

fishermen and tax collectors that they were emboldened to stand against all earthly 

authority and power, and ultimately would upend the once inviolable order of the mighty 

Roman Empire.... It is only because they had witnessed an outrageous miracle that they 

had the courage to talk of it incessantly, despite being threatened with death if they did 

not stop.  For them, the reality of the resurrection was how the authority of God 

manifestly trumped all earthly authorities.  It wasn’t merely a theological idea but a 

reality to which they were eyewitnesses.... Nothing in the world could dissuade them from 

believing it, and no authority in this world could frighten them from proclaiming it. (Eric 

Metaxas, Miracles [NY: Dutton-Penguin, 2014] 110.) 

 

 The growth of the early church was dynamic.  Many new members kept being added 

(Acts 2:41; 4:4; 6:7; 9:42; 11:21, 24; 14:1).  This was due in large measure to the bold preaching 

and teaching which took place as it focused on Christ, especially His resurrection (Acts 2:24,31-

32; 3:15; 4:2,33; 5:29). 

 

 Christ’s resurrection in particular provides us with one of the strongest reasons for seeing 

that the Bible is trustworthy; it provides us with certainty for our beliefs.  God wants us to be 

confident that our faith is well founded.  The Lord Jesus Christ provides us with this foundation 

through who He is and what He has done for us.  

 

 

Part 2: The Resurrection Also Leads Us Into Victory 

 

 Christ’s resurrection brings meaning to us from the past, for the present.  Its connections 

with the past enable us to have certainty about what is definite and true, all with the purpose of 

helping us live in the present as we should – in victorious ways.  We all face many pressures in 

life which can easily upset us, but God wants us to live in the victory He provides as we face 

these issues (1 Cor. 8:35-39).  His Word teaches us in many ways what this involves, but, 

thankfully, these teachings can be reduced to a few basic principles which are what we want to 

consider here. 

 

 

 



The church’s dependency on Christ’s resurrection 
 

 Upon receiving Christ into their lives, Christians express their newness of life by living 

loving lives toward others.  The early church members were exceptionally good at this (Jn. 

13:34-35; Acts 2:41, 44-47).  Rather than joining an international movement with a cause, they 

became members of a worldwide family of love.  Their love was contagious, contributing 

extensively to the health and growth of the church.  Our love needs to do the same today. 

 

 None of this would have been possible without Christ’s resurrection.  The early 

Christians recognized this, which is why they started meeting on the first day of the week 

(Sundays).  Jesus rose on the first day of the week, so every time Christians gather on this day 

they commemorate what He did on that day.  The early Christians also celebrated the Lord’s 

Supper on the first day of the week to commemorate how He died to give them new life (Acts 

2:42, 46; 20:7; 1 Cor. 11:23-26).  Furthermore, they baptized new believers, because this gave 

them another opportunity to commemorate how the Lord had raised them to new life (Acts 2:41; 

8:36-38).  Baptism is an individual matter, and communion a corporate matter, and both picture 

how Christ gives believers new life.  So every time we see a true Christian today, or a group of 

believers functioning in a loving way, we are being told that they have been impacted by Christ’s 

resurrection. 

 

God’s spiritual children also need His resurrection 

 

 It is sad to say that many Christians live on the right side of the cross, but on the wrong 

side of the tomb.  What we mean by this is that they have called on Christ to pay for their sin – to 

save them (Rom. 10:11-13), but they fail to live up to what they have been saved for. 

 

 Remember Christ renews believers from the inside out – Christ died on the cross and 

then conquered death at the tomb to give believers spiritual life, not just a new way of living.  

This is why He said, “I am the resurrection and the life” (Jn. 11:25).  True Christians receive this 

new life, not just a new lifestyle, which is why it is said of them that they have been regenerated 

(Eph.2:1, 4-5).  To them it is a matter of being, rather than doing – of being made new; of being 

born again (Jn. 3:3-8).  They do not simply get a new lease on life, but the gift of spiritual life 

made available by God’s Spirit who brings their spiritual deadness to an end (Rom. 8:5-11). 

When we are in Christ we die to the old and live by the new life He gives us (Rom. 6:1-23). 

  

Remember Christ’s life in believers empowers them to live victoriously – It is clear from 

Scripture that God wants us to live joyful and fruitful lives because of the ways in which His 

power equips us (Acts 1:8; Rom. 8:37; Phil. 4:13; 2 Tim. 1:7).  This has led Bible preachers and 

teachers to urge us to live what they call the abundant life, the victorious life, the Spirit-filled 

life, the Christ-centered life, or the resurrection life. 

 

 1 Corinthians 15 is a classic chapter in Scripture which shows that Christ’s resurrection is 

closely connected to our living this kind of life.  After stressing the certainty of Christ’s 

resurrection and its connections with our own coming resurrection in the future, Paul the apostle 

declares in verse 57, “... Thanks be to God!  He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus 

Christ.”  He then goes on to state in verse 58: “Therefore, my dear brothers, stand firm.  Let 



nothing move you.  Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because you know that 

your labor in the Lord is not in vain.” 

 

 In other words, after taking us into the past, and then into the future, Paul urges us to live 

in the present with success – faithfully, fully and fruitfully.  We are able to do this by His 

resurrection power.  When it works in and through us, it will be marked by these features:  

 

★ Resurrection power capitalizes on the barriers it faces, using them for the promotion of 

its own cause (Phil. 1:12-13).  In our case, overcoming our barriers helps to 

demonstrate the authenticity of our faith.  

 

★ Resurrection power makes no noise.  Like the power at work in springtime, 

resurrection power replaces death and barrenness with life and beauty.  The 

Christian living by resurrection power will demonstrate its life-changing effects in 

dynamic rather than dramatic ways (Phil. 1:15-21). 

 

★ Resurrection power overpowers all obstacles.  They were no match for Christ’s power.  

He is now able to help us overcome our obstacles (Phil. 4:11-13).  

 

★ Resurrection power becomes available to us when we put our faith in the Lord Jesus 

Christ (Phil. 3:7-9).  Ray Stedman described faith in these terms: “Faith is a 

human response to divine promise.... Therefore, the Christian who believes that a 

risen Jesus Christ now lives in him confidently expects Christ to be at work in 

whatever he does – to add the divine plus that marks the presence of resurrection 

power.” (Ray C. Stedman, Body Life [Ventura, CA: Regal, 1972] 65.) 

 

★ Resurrection power operates best in a cemetery, as it did when the Lord Jesus Christ 

rose from the dead (Phil.2:5-11).  He had to die first, before He could rise again.  

We too must die first by taking up our cross on a daily basis (Lk. 9:23) 

 

 So, by God’s grace, let’s be marked by victory.  As we face our problems in life, let’s not 

lose heart.  See 2 Corinthians 4:1, 16.  This becomes possible when we die to ourselves, to what 

we want, and receive from the Lord Jesus what He wants to give us: His power, His life and His 

renewing influence.  See 2 Corinthians 4:7-18.  When all is said and done, the key to all this is to 

fix our eyes on Jesus, because He is the author and perfecter of our faith (Heb. 12:1-2).  

 

Part 3: The Resurrection Also Leads Us Into Glory 
 

 Remember, Christ’s resurrection brings meaning to us from the past, for the present and 

into the future.  Again, we need to look at 1 Corinthians 15 for the classic explanation of this.  

 

 In 1 Corinthians 15:1-11 Paul stresses the fact of Christ’s resurrection.  By discussing the 

reality of it he builds certainty into our thinking about it. 

 

 In 1 Corinthians 15:12-34 Paul stresses that the fact of Christ’s resurrection guarantees 

the fact of the believer’s resurrection.  Simply put, the reality of Christ’s resurrection tells us that 



the believer’s resurrection will also be real.  An anonymous writer stated it this way: “Christ’s 

resurrection is the bud of promise; our resurrection is the flower of fulfillment.”  

 

 In 1 Corinthians 15:35-49 Paul shows that the facts associated with the believer’s 

resurrection will lead to truly unique results.  Using the worlds of agriculture, anatomy, animal 

life and astronomy (15:36-41), Paul explains that through our resurrection our new bodies will be 

imperishable, glorious, powerful and spiritual (15:42-44a).  In the end, our new resurrection 

bodies will be like Christ’s resurrection body (15:44b-49). 

 

 In 1 Corinthians 15:50-57 Paul explains that the believer’s resurrection is intricately 

bound up with Christ’s second coming which will pave the way for believers to inherit the 

kingdom of God.  At the moment of His coming He will change believers by giving them 

imperishable, immortal bodies that will not die.  Also, the sting of death, sin together with its 

terrible consequences, will be removed forever.  The fact that we will be wonderfully 

transformed and fully triumphant, will allow us to be eternally thankful to God. 

 

 In light of these glorious prospects, Paul urges us to follow the words of the last verse of 

this chapter, verse 58:  

 

 Therefore, my dear brothers, stand firm.  Let nothing move you.  Always give 

yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because you know that your labor in the Lord is 

not in vain.  

 

 The amazing, incredible Lord Jesus Christ has made all this possible.  In particular, His 

resurrection has made it possible for us to experience certainty, victory and glory in our lives.   

May He now be the loving Lord of our lives who continues to mold us to be His loving disciples 

who know, love and serve Him with all we are and have. 

 

~~~0~~~ 

 

Just as the heart pumps life-giving blood to every part of the body, so the truth of the 

resurrection gives life to every other area of gospel truth.  The resurrection is the pivot on which 

all of Christianity turns and without which none of the other truths would much matter.  Without 

the resurrection, Christianity would be ... wishful thinking, taking its place alongside all other 

human philosophy and religious speculation (John MacArthur). 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



These Four Days:  Changed Forever 

 

MY EVALUATION OF THIS UNIQUE STUDY 

Grady Parker 

After studying the Scriptures on the last four days of Jesus’ life and ministry, I am 

even more amazed at what He endured and the price He paid so that He could 

forgive my sin and save my soul.  I have come to a new personal commitment and 

determination to follow Him more closely and to love Him more deeply.  Partaking 

of the Lord’s Supper will never be the same for me, for I understand it more 

thoroughly now.  How wonderful that He has enabled us to know him! 

 

 

JAMIE SMITH 

These four days have taught me that God has a great plan for us, and that plan is 

in motion around us, and nothing is going to stop it. We can choose to be a part of 

it, or not. No matter how wretched we are, no matter our level of Biblical literacy, 

God can and WANTS to use us in His plan. The price has been paid, and the empty 

tomb proves that the proverbial check cleared. We are free. 

 

 

The Impact of Christ’s Cross and Resurrection 

Ernie Hack 

 

 

The supreme sacrifice of Christ on my behalf, and his resurrection from the grave to make 

possible my spiritual life, urge me to confess that the Lord Jesus has become my Savior.  They 

also constrain me to conform my life to be like Christ’s.  Furthermore, they call me to 

communicate the truths of his Word with others as I am able.  In brief, I see my need to become 

a growing Christian who loves the Lord, and goes after the things he wants me to pursue. 

 



 

Personal Application 
Rick Shealy 

In preparation for teaching these lessons, I learned a great deal about my own personal 
relationship with Christ.  How many times have I been like Mary, who was more interested in a 
physical relationship with Jesus that a spiritual relationship?  Perhaps I have been like Peter, the 
disciple who lived in the same “circle” as Jesus, but was only interested in a relationship of power 
and glory without sacrifice.  Do not be in love with Jesus’ stuff; be in love with Jesus for who He 
is. 

 
 
 
 
 

What These Four Days That Are Forever Mean to Me 
Charles M. Wilson 

 
 My first Easter weekend as a believer was in 1974.  To my knowledge I had 
never missed as Easter service.  But this was different.  I thought of the sacrifice of 
Jesus for me throughout the weekend.  There was an absolute certainty that I stood 
clean before God.  My sin debt was paid in full.  Easter Sunday dawned clear and cool. 
It was with joy and excitement that I led Pat, Rich, and Marcus to Northside Baptist 
Church for Bible Study and Worship.  I remember the congregation singing “Up From 
the Grave He Arose” and “He Lives.”  In years past those songs were expected.  On this 
Sunday they were reality. I sang them with over flowing joy! 
 
 The Four Days that will last forever continue to have a powerful impact upon my 
life. I have the assurance of eternal life.  I have the presence of God Almighty living in 
me. He died that I might live. He arose that I might live forever.  
 
 I now look forever to the blessed hope of Jesus’ return.  I cannot wait to fall 
before Him in worship and adoration.  He is my Lord and my God! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



THESE FOUR DAYS 

Rich Wilson 

The four days from the Lord’s Supper through the Resurrection are priceless days.  As I look to 

them, I know my life has been changed by them.  At different points in my spiritual journey I’ve 

been drawn to one part or another.  More than a decade ago I spent two years studying the 

Lord’s Supper and Passover.  As a seminary student I became fixated on the Cross and its 

meaning.  Several years ago I began to ponder the silent Saturday and what might have been on 

the minds of his followers on that sad day.  In this study I came to a new understanding of the 

focus of Jesus from the Lord’s Supper forward.  Nothing in the ministry of Jesus was accidental 

or haphazard.  But I see an intensity in Jesus over those final hours that is hard to miss.  Every 

action and every word was perfect in every way.  This was the reason Jesus came.  As he faced 

the worst the Satan could hurl at him, Jesus never took his eyes of lost humanity.  This was the 

most important moment ever.  Our eternity was in the balance.  Jesus went forward and became 

the perfect sacrifice for me.  Hebrews 5:8-9, “Though He was God’s Son, He learned obedience 

through what He suffered.  After He was perfected, He became the source of eternal salvation for 

all who obey Him.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 


