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1-Watch how it is always God who takes the initiative to rescue His people from their sins. 

2-Look for examples of faithfulness and obedience to follow. 

3-Look for examples of failures and unbiblical life choices to serve as warnings.  

“Sin will take you where you don’t want to go, make you stay longer than you want to stay and pay more than you want to pay”

Outline of Chapter 38

I. The Sin of Judah 1-11 

II. The Shame of Judah 12-23 

III. The Sons of Judah 24-30 

I.                     God’s People Are Prone To Corruption 

    Corruption Begins When You Distance Yourself From God’s People verse 1 

    1 Corinthians 15:33 “Do not be deceived: Bad company corrupts good morals.”  

    In ten years the two factors that will distinguish you from other people will be the books we read and the friends we made.  
    Corruption Takes Root When You Marry Outside Of God’s People verse 2 

    Genesis 24:3; 28:1 specific instructions not to marry Cainites. But it wasn’t because of race but because of religion.   
    Corruption Comes To Fruition When You Live in Conformity To A Corrupt Culture verse 12 

    1 Corinthians 10:12 “Let him who thinks he stands take heed lest he fall.”  

     

     

II.                   God Is Marked By Holiness and Grace 

    God’s Holiness Means That He Judges Sinners and Disciplines His People 

    In our day, it is common to sacrifice God’s holiness on the altar of His grace.  Christians excuse sin with the glib phrase “We’re under grace.”  

    “Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, this he will also reap. For the one who sows to his own flesh from the flesh reap corruption, but the one who sows to the Spirit shall from the Spirit reap eternal life.” Galatians 6: 7-8 
    God’s Grace Means That On Account Of Christ, He Shows Favor To Those Who Deserve Judgment 

    The beauty of God’s grace is eventually found in Matthew 1:3 where we learn that Tamar and her son Perez, born through this sordid affair, are included in the genealogy of Jesus. Judah and Tamar were living for themselves and for temporal and earthly pleasures, yet God, used them to produce the ancestor line of the Messiah.  Where sin abounded, grace abounded all the more.  

    Jesus Christ, the descendant of Judah through Tamar, was born without sin through the virgin birth, so that as the spotless Lamb of God, He could die as the substitute for sinners facing the full brunt of God’s wrath on the cross for our sins.  Thus, at the cross, we are able to see God’s holiness and grace, His hatred toward sin and His absolute unconditional love for the sinner.  He is holy in that all sin must be punished.  If a person reject Christ, then that person bears the penalty for his own sin—eternity in hell.   When a person trust Christ, Christ’s atonement at the cross pays to God that person’s sins.  
     

     
    Your purpose on earth: 
    I was planned for God’s pleasure; that’s worship.
    I was formed for God’s family; that’s fellowship.
    I was created to be like Christ; that’s discipleship.
    I was shaped for serving God; that’s ministry.
    I was made for a mission; that’s evangelism. 

     

