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 1-Look for example to follow-like Joseph.

2-Look for failures to serve as a warning-like David.  


 Pastor Johnny Hunt said, “Here is a young man that was honored by his father, hated by his brothers, humbled by his circumstances, and found hope and a future through the Lord’s promotion.”


Quick survey of Genesis: Chapters 1-3 Creation, Adam and Eve and the Fall from the Garden of Eden

Chapter 4-Cain and Abel

Chapter 6-10 Story of Noah

Chapter 11-Tower of Babel and introduced to Abram, the son of Terah.

Chapter 12-25-Story of Abraham, formerly called Abram,

Chapter 21-Abraham and his wife Sarah had Isaac.

Chapter 22-Abraham tested with the sacrifice of Isaac.

Chapter 25-Abraham dies, and his son Isaac took Rebekah as his wife and gave birth to Esau and Jacob.

Chapter 30: Jacob, now called Israel, had 12 sons, known in the Bible as the 12 sons of Israel, the second youngest was Joseph. Benjamin was youngest. Both Joseph and Benjamin's mother was Rachel. 

Starting in Chapter 37 to the end Chapter 50, God devotes 13 chapters to the life of Joseph.  More than Abraham, more than Isaac and more than Jacob. 


Genesis 1:16 “He also made the stars.” 


Significance-Every human has a distinct need to know that their life has meaning, value and importance.

Sentimentality-Every human wants to develop and maintain deep connections with other people.


Some people will change the world but not cultivate any real and meaningful relationships with their friends and family.

Others will develop deep relationships but fail to live a life that makes a significant impact on those around them.

Joseph shows us how to do both.

 

I-Rest in God’s Unfolding Plan

The key doctrine of this section is providence (the unseen hand of God). 

Romans 8:28 “And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are called according to his purpose.”

Proverbs 16:9 “The heart of man plans his way, but the Lord establishes his steps.”

God’s purpose was to humble Joseph, to save his brothers, ultimately to maintain the covenant community through which the Messiah would come.

A good question to ask is couldn’t God have just sent an angel to tell Joseph to stop being a spoiled brat and rebuke the brothers for their hatred? Couldn’t have God just stopped the famine? Absolutely.


Because the most important lessons in life cannot be TOLD they must be SHOWN.

 

II-Recognize God is always at work in and through you no matter what your circumstances are.

One of the greatest lessons in your walk with Christ is THINGS THAT HAPPEN TO YOU, ALWAYS HAPPEN FOR YOU.

Lean to wonder what God is doing…be quick to wonder but slow to declare.

“for it is God who works in you, both to will and to work for his good pleasure.” Philippians 2:14

  J. Vernon McGee rightly said, “When God puts us on the wheel of circumstance, He means to accomplish something.  He has a purpose.”


III-Relate Yourself to the Ultimate Story

Now Joseph’s story is significant only because of how it relates to the ultimate story.

How? Which of the 12 sons of Israel could come the messiah Jesus? Judah.  Well God used Joseph to rescue the Messianic line.  In Genesis 45, Joseph brings his entire family out of a famine and into a feast in Egypt, thus God preserved the royal line.  

Genesis 45: 7-8 7 And God sent me before you to preserve for you a remnant on earth, and to keep alive for you many survivors. 8 So it was not you who sent me here, but God. He has made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house and ruler over all the land of Egypt.

The reality of the Bible screams at us, none of this life is about you.  It is all about Jesus.  All that’s happens to you as a Christian is ultimately directly related to Jesus. 

