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Let’s clear up some common misconceptions:

1-The United States of America is not the new Israel.  That would be the Church, both universal and local.

2-The United States is not and was never supposed to be a Christian nation.  Freedom was the words our Founding Fathers used more often in not in describing what kind of nation they were wanting to build.

3-The United States is, however, was founded on Christian principles.

“The highest glory of the American Revolution was this: it connected, in one indissoluble bond, the principles of civil government with the principles of Christianity.”
– John Quincy Adams

“It is impossible to rightly govern the world without God and the Bible.”
– George Washington

“It cannot be emphasized too strongly or too often that this great
nation was founded, not by religionists, but by Christians;
not on religions, but on the gospel of Jesus Christ!”
– Patrick Henry

“We have staked the whole future of American
civilization, not upon the power of government, far from it.
We have staked the future of all of our political institutions
upon the capacity of each and all of us to govern ourselves . . .
according to the Ten Commandments of God.”
– James Madison

 

4-It is not a sin to love your country as long as you don’t love your country more than you love Christ. As Christians we have duel citizenships.  We are first and foremost citizens of the Kingdom of God here on earth.  But we are also citizens of an earthly state, for us is the United State.

5-The phrase “separation of church and state” is in the Constitution and purohits churches from being involved in politics or the affairs of our nation.  The phrase is not in the Declaration of Independence nor in the Constitution.

The Separation of Church and State

“When the First Amendment was finally approved, it contained two separate clauses on religion, each with an independent scope of action.  The First Clause is called the Establishment Clause which prohibited the federal government from establishing a single national denomination.  The Second Clause is called the Free Exercise Clause which prohibits the federal government from interfering with the people’s public religious expression and acknowledgement.

On October 7, 1801 the Danbury Baptist Association of Danbury, CT sent a letter to President Thomas Jefferson expressing their concern that the government would write into laws prohibiting religious expressions and beliefs. On January 1, 1802 President Jefferson wrote back saying he understood their concerns and agreed with them that man accounted only to God and not to government for his faith and religious practices. He said “because of the all of separation” they need not fear government interference with religious expressions.  Jefferson made clear that the “wall of separation” was erected not to limit public religious expression but rather to provide security against government interference with those expressions, private or public.


I.                    Pray for our Government 1 Timothy 2: 1-3

 First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for all people, 2 for kings and all who are in high positions, that we may lead a peaceful and quiet life, godly and dignified in every way. 3 This is good, and it is pleasing in the sight of God our Savior,

Proverbs 21:1 “The king’s heart is in the hand of the lord, as the rivers of water: He turneth it whithersoever He wills.”

 

II.                  Pay for our Government Romans 13: 1-7

Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except from God, and those that exist have been instituted by God. 2 Therefore whoever resists the authorities resists what God has appointed, and those who resist will incur judgment. 3 For rulers are not a terror to good conduct, but to bad. Would you have no fear of the one who is in authority? Then do what is good, and you will receive his approval, 4 for he is God's servant for your good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the sword in vain. For he is the servant of God, an avenger who carries out God's wrath on the wrongdoer. 5 Therefore one must be in subjection, not only to avoid God's wrath but also for the sake of conscience. 6 For because of this you also pay taxes, for the authorities are ministers of God, attending to this very thing. 7 Pay to all what is owed to them: taxes to whom taxes are owed, revenue to whom revenue is owed, respect to whom respect is owed, honor to whom honor is owed.

Jesus taught in Matthew 22: 15-22 to render unto the government that which is due it, and render unto God that which is due Him.

 

III.                Preach to our Government Ephesians 4:15

“Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ,”

 

The prophet Micah had a difficult ministry.  He preached in the 8th century BC about the Assyrian destruction of the Northern Kingdom and the defeat of the Southern Kingdom by the Babylonians. The book is separated into three messages, each one beginning with the exhortation to “hear” or “listen”. His messages were primarily to the Southern Kingdom to demonstrate that Judah was just as guilty as Israel, which was already carried into captivity.

Micah 6:8 “He has told you, O man, what is good; and what does the LORD required of you but to do justice, and to love kindness (mercy) and to walk humbly with your God?”

A. To do Justly or justice-The people in Micah’s day was not dealing fairly with others. The poor were oppressed by the affluent. The rulers were corrupt, closing their eyes to injustice and their ears to the cries of the poor.  Dishonesty in business practices. Corruption was so great in Judah that God challenged Jeremiah to find one man in Jerusalem who told the truth and did justly.

B. Mercy or Kindness-The Hebrew word for mercy speaks of an emotional response to the needs of others. It means to feel the pain of another so deeply that we’re compelled to do something about it. Jesus parable of the Good Samaritan is a prime example of mercy or kindness. The Biblical elements of mercy has three elements:

1-Conception-I see the need

2-Compassion-I am moved by the need

3-Correction-I am moved to meet the need or correct the problem.  Mercy is compassion in action.

C. Walk Humbly with Our God-In Micah’s day, the people were just going through the outward motion of worship and inwardly their hearts were far from God.  As a result, their sacrifices and offering were unacceptable to God. Worship is supposed to be an outward expression of an inner devotion, dependence and trust in God.

Amos said in 5: 21-24 ““I hate, I despise your feasts, and I take no delight in your solemn assemblies. 22 Even though you offer me your burnt offerings and grain offerings, I will not accept them; and the peace offerings of your fattened animals, I will not look upon them. 23 Take away from me the noise of your songs; to the melody of your harps I will not listen. 24 But let justice roll down like waters, and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.” The concept of obedience to God out of devotion and not compulsion is key here.

 

IV.                Participate in government 1 Peter 2: 11-17

“Whatever makes a man a good Christian, makes him a good citizen.” Daniel Webster.

 

Live in such a way that men may recognize that you have been with Jesus.  Charles Spurgeon

