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3 For though we walk in the flesh, we are not waging war according to the flesh. 4 For the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh but have divine power to destroy strongholds. 5 We destroy arguments and every lofty opinion raised against the knowledge of God, and take every thought captive to obey Christ, 6 being ready to punish every disobedience, when your obedience is complete.

All of us are fighting some kind of battle.  Some are serious and some are silly.  Some are fighting what we call the battle of bulge. Man on a diet drove past his favorite donut shop and starting thinking how good a donut and a cup of coffee would taste. He thought “I really shouldn’t stop but then again maybe I’m suppose to stop so if there is a parking place right at the front of the door I will know it was meant for me to stop.  Sure enough, after he drove past seven times, there it was, a parking space right in front of the door. 
Now there is a more sinister battle, a very serious battle that is going on all around us and for the most part we don’t even think about it or maybe not even aware of it.  It’s not a battle between nations or neighbors.  Not a battle between in-laws and outlaws. Not a battle between employers and employees. Not it is the battle for the hearts and souls and minds of men and women.  It is the cosmic battle between God and Satan. 
Just people you don’t personally believe there isn’t a spiritual war going on, doesn’t mean that there isn’t.  The Bible clearly says there is so there is. Paul told the young preach boy Timothy to “fight a good fight in 1 Tim 6:12 and in 2 Tim 2:3 Paul says to him “endure hardness as a good solider of Jesus Christ. 
Before we get into the sermon, let me give you three example of spiritual warfare to show you the realness of the spiritual word all around us. 
Look at the story of the prophet Elisha in 2 Kings 6: 8-17
Look at the story of Daniel when his prayers were held up in Daniel 10: 10-13
10 And behold, a hand touched me and set me trembling on my hands and knees. 11 And he said to me, “O Daniel, man greatly loved, understand the words that I speak to you, and stand upright, for now I have been sent to you.” And when he had spoken this word to me, I stood up trembling. 12 Then he said to me, “Fear not, Daniel, for from the first day that you set your heart to understand and humbled yourself before your God, your words have been heard, and I have come because of your words. 13 The prince of the kingdom of Persia (a demon) withstood me twenty-one days, but Michael (an archangel), one of the chief princes, came to help me, for I was left there with the kings of Persia, 

And in one of my favorite stories, Balaam’s Donkey. Balaam was a wicked prophet but not a false prophet in the OT. He did hear from God and God did give him some true prophecies to speak but his heart was not right with God and eventually he betrayed Israel and led them astray. In Numbers 22:22 God was angry with Balaam and sent an “angel of the Lord” to kill him.  As he was riding his donkey, the Bible says the donkey saw the angel of the LORD standing in the road with a drawn sword in his hands. Three times the donkey refuse to go any further and three times Balaam struck the donkey until in verse 28 28 Then the Lord opened the mouth of the donkey, and she said to Balaam, “What have I done to you, that you have struck me these three times?” 29 And Balaam said to the donkey, “Because you have made a fool of me. I wish I had a sword in my hand, for then I would kill you.” 30 And the donkey said to Balaam, “Am I not your donkey, on which you have ridden all your life long to this day? Is it my habit to treat you this way?” And he said, “No.”
31 Then the Lord opened the eyes of Balaam, and he saw the angel of the Lord standing in the way, with his drawn sword in his hand. And he bowed down and fell on his face. 32 And the angel of the Lord said to him, “Why have you struck your donkey these three times? Behold, I have come out to oppose you because your way is perverse[a] before me. 33 The donkey saw me and turned aside before me these three times. If she had not turned aside from me, surely just now I would have killed you and let her live.” 34 Then Balaam said to the angel of the Lord, “I have sinned, for I did not know that you stood in the road against me. Now therefore, if it is evil in your sight, I will turn back.”
The writer of the Book of Hebrews in chapter 13 says “Let brotherly love continue.  Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for thereby some have entertained angels unawares.” 


·	The Wiles of Our Foe
Who is our enemy.  With whom is everyone at war with? In a corresponding passage, Ephesians 6:11 Paul tells us “Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the schemes of the devil” The King James translates the Greek word methodeias as wiles, ESV is schemes.  We get our word method.  Church we have an enemy who is organized, systematized and mobilized. 
If there is a war there must be a battleground and that is found in verse 4-5 4 For the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh but have divine power to destroy strongholds. 5 We destroy arguments and every lofty opinion raised against the knowledge of God, and take every thought captive to obey Christ,
Look at the words “arguments” “opinions” “knowledge” “thought”.  
Romans 12: 2 “Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind” 
Philippians 2: 5 “Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus”
Ephesians 4:23 “and to be renewed in the spirit of your minds.” 
Jesus calls Satan the father of lies in John 8:44 and Paul tells the readers in Romans 3:4 “Let God be true though every one were a liar” 
Tony Evans names six lies of Satan that hurts believer and non believers
1-Satan doesn’t exist. 2-God is holding out on you. 3-God can not be trusted. 4-Sin carries no consequences. 5-You can be like God. 6-If it feels Good, Do it.
I got some more:
To Christians Satan tells us: 1-The Bible isn’t really God’s word. 2-I can still be a faithful Christian and not be active in a church. 3-It’s not God’s will for you to suffer. 4-It’s just a little sin.  I’m not hurting anyone. 5-God grades on a curve. 
To the Lost World Satan tells them 1-There isn’t a God. 2-Jesus was just a good moral teacher 3-There isn’t anything after we die 4-Evaloution is a fact 5-All religion leads to God 5-Speak your truth. 6-Love is Love

·	The Weakness of Our Flesh verse 3 
We need to know right now that our flesh is weak.  In verse 3 it says “For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war after the flesh”  It is a supernatural battle and we need supernatural power to fight.  The battle may be within man, but it not between men.  
That’s why Jesus is the answer to man’s problem.  That’s why salvation is the cure for man’s sin-sick soul.  

·	The Weapons of Our Fight-The armor of God Ephesians 6: 10-18


