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A WORD FROM YOUR
DIRECTOR OF MISSIONS
Bethlehem Pastor/Staff Fellowship and Lunch meets each Monday
at 11:30am at the Bethlehem Associational Office.

THE SPECTRUM OF GOD’S LOVE
As we read the thirteenth chapter of 1 Corinthians, we find the premier and
supreme teaching of Christianity—love. Love is the potential for the building
of God’s Church. Love is the most effective weapon against sin. Love is the
perfection of human character. It is the most powerful ultimate force in all the
universe. Love is the very essence of God’s nature.
Over two thousand years ago, this idea of love passed through the mind of The
Apostle Paul. He cultivated this idea into a message which has often been
called The Spectrum of God’s Love.
Several years ago a lecturer named Henry Drummond, in speaking to a group of
young people on the subject, The Greatest Thing in the World, said that the
spectrum of love has nine ingredients: (1) patience, (2) kindness, (3)
generosity, (4) humility, (5) courtesy, (6) unselfishness, (7) good temper, (8)
guilelessness, and (9) sincerity. In his letter to the Corinthians, The Apostle
Paul mentioned five more: (1) it bears all things, (2) it believes all things, (3) it
hopes all things, (4) it endures all things, and (5) it never ends.
Now, let’s explore this spectrum of God’s love and see how Jesus measured up
to the ingredients which were combined to make up a perfect love for you and
me.
Patience—He had to be strong. He was not accepted in His own country. His
disciples did not understand Him. Thomas doubted Him. Peter denied Him.
Judas betrayed Him. He had to be persevering. He was harassed by the scribes
and Pharisees. He went through the greatest of all temptations in the
wilderness. He suffered the cruelest of all deaths.
Kindness and Courtesy—He supplied the needs of others. He was goodnatured and pleasant. He was sympathetic toward others. He was kind to a
world that was cruel to Him.
Generosity—He was never selfish. He thought only of the sad condition of
those around Him.
Humility and Unselfishness—He had no great material wealth—He slept in
another’s manger; cruised in another’s boat; rode on another’s beast; was
buried in another’s tomb. He had no great worldly fame—He no “formal”
education; never wrote a book or a song or made any great discoveries or
contributions to science. Still, He was the greatest lover of all mankind.

Pictured here is the
Alabama Baptist State
Board
of
Missions
(SB0M) new building
which officially opened
its doors January 15,
2018. The building is a
result of a plan between
Baptist Health, who built
the new facility, and the
SBOM, amounting to an
exchange of keys and
property but with no funds exchanged, leaving the SBOM debt-free. I addition
to housing the offices of SBOM, Alabama Woman’s Missionary Union and
Alabama Baptist Retirement Centers, the new facility will feature a Great
Commission Ministries Conference Room which will seat around 150 and can
be subdivided into three sections, a meal service area, three additional
conference rooms and a classroom.
Physical Address: 1404 Fairview Avenue, Prattville, AL 36066
Mailing Address: P. O. Box 681970, Prattville, AL 36066-1970
Telephone: 1-800-264-1225
Website: www.alsbom.org
—Information furnished by Doug Rogers
Communications and Technology Services, SBOM
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February 9-10—Bivocational Minister (Spouse) Retreat, Shocco Springs
February 11—Racial Reconciliation Sunday
February 12-18—Focus On WMU Week
February 27—Ministers Tax Conference, Mobile Baptist Association office
________________________________________________________________

Christian Way—Rev. Charles Autery, Pastor
17th. Church Anniversary Service, 3:00pm, Speaker: Dr. Eddie Davidson
_______________________________________________________________

Add to all this His Good Temper, His having No Guile (evil), and His Sincerity in
all His dealings with those around Him.
Now, let’s examine Paul’s five other attributes of love and see how Jesus
measured up to them.
Love bears and endures all things—In love He endured the scorns of men. In
love He bore the cross.
Love believes all things—He believed in His mission and fulfilled it.
Love hopes all things—He had a love and hope for the whole world (John 3:16)
Love is eternal—Jesus’ love is still within reach of all mankind. His love will
always be extended to us.
God’s infinite love still exists today. His love for all mankind will never end.
The kind of love that Jesus exemplified should be in our hearts also.

I am at a loss for words to adequately express my appreciation to all of you for
your calls, texts, emails, etc. and most of all for your prayers for my family
when my sister, Deanna passed away. Some of you may remember her when
she was the Director of The Sharing Ministry while she lived here in Monroeville. She also was very active in the ministry of Oak Grove Baptist Church.
She will be missed. Again, thank you for your support and your expressions of
love to me and my family.—Bro. John

